


*V 12 G -8 summit to discuss 

' *' Mideast peace process 

-O PAWS <AP) — The Middle East peace process will be 
^ A discussed at tins weekend’s summit meetin- of the 
; ; * world's eight most industrialised nations, French Presi- 

■ ‘ .‘J| dent Jacques Chirac's spokeswoman said Tuesday Mr" 

- r^jfcJV Chirac, in a meeting with visiting U.N. Secretary Gener’ 

'M al Kofi Annan, said Israel's refusal of U.S. proposals ere 
1 ates a “dangerous and precarious situation," according to 
spokeswoman Catherine Colonna. In his discussion with 

attend Mr. Chirac expressed his ‘Vezy 

Stivjii ° ver !? e , dockage of die peace process." said 

‘U Ms. Colonna, and m particular at the refusal of the 
Israeli government to accept the American proposals or 
even go ro Washington to discuss them.” Ms. Colonna 

- M- lt . said the peace process would be brought up at the sum- 

bow mit of the eight nations in Birmingham, England 
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Iraqis send million letters to France 

BAGHDAD < AFP) — Iraqi mothers and children 
have related the hardships of life under U.N. sanctions 
in more than one million messages to be delivered to 
France. The information ministry on Tuesday handed 
over the messages, in several while sacks, to the 
French humanitarian organisation EquiLibre, which 
has repeatedly called for the sanctions to be lifted. 
Alain Michel, president of EquiLibre. told reporters 
that 'These letters will gi\e French public opinion an 
insight into the scope of Iraqi suffering because of the 
sanctions being kept in place." They will be translated 
into several languages and passed on to iniemationSl 
organisations such as the World Court, while EquiLi- 
bre will try to collect a million letters in France itself 
against the sanctions. 
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Inaugurating Karamah Dam 

King says Arafat has done all he 
could to break peace standstill 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Tuesday that the peace 
process will run its course 
despite all obstacles. 


Expressing hope that the 
present crisis will be 
resolved, the King added 
that “when we request the 
U.S. to be a partner in the 


stressing- thal justice will- peaceprocess. we.expect it 
eventually prevail. to act like one.” 


: ‘.‘RKi.Apj^y. “tVe are monitoring and 
1 ! V' ^” nc - hn h. . following up the develop- 
5g-pmc panrer Qfc.ments,” the King said in 
i: The remarks to the press fol- 

k ' P'-e a itioviosui lowing his inauguration of 
’•he U.S. cunj]^ the Karamah Dam in the 
^ die j Io>i v.inicf B r Jordan Valley. Present were 
; iccidenL says HRH Crown Prince Has- 
^rr.ureeaics * san, Prime Minister Abdul 
^•jmer-tumahyk Salam Majali and other 
l, -=b -pinmal ^ officials. ’ 
v..-* \u.-i p nLJ oj, -jr King Hussein praised the 
• dvr.^- nn]\ Palestinian position 
, e .j“. , UT1 ; : r^jj’ U towards the American pro- 
| posals to break the stalled 

■:i:. "I ih.7ahifc» P““ W*“ ^scribing it 

ai> nArihiia 4 nn 


He expressed hope that 
the rights of all parties will 
be respected and that rela- 
tions be based on mutual 
respect stressing that 
“security is peace among 
the nations.” 

King Hussein said that 
Jordan will spare no effort 
to meet the water needs of 
all Jor danians and to 
ensure sufficient water 
resources for industry and 
agriculture, and other pur- 
poses. 

The King also said that 


“ rr ^‘> p* ***. uve 

r. 1 *''?. ** ‘President Arafat has 
. \.® 1 ; done all that he could and 
V- r' has adopted a constructive 
r'u. jfc?r. towards the U.S. 

. 4 ... proposals and we are wait- 

'■•dzilla director Me what the u.g., 

|\ anted total who is a partner in the 
.A.. jr qhlim Rju» peace-making process, will 
Ju °* do, having presented its 

ri own proposals to the con- 

■' : • i - r ' , -' r cemed parties.” 

- : v-’iar \ Slicing that the U.S. is 

- . • r*: • j i fie l a majtir partner In achiev- 
-■ • . ing regional peace, the 

.. fis King said: “I believe Israel 
. . • \yjri c. is as indebted to the U.S. as 

; T»*U : are many other countries in 

: L ~ :ierK.b f the region.” 

... 

AsPalestii 
-.in insts 

- .• j - . 

. . --io hw*h E 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
... • - * nv®®' (AP) — The Palestinians 


as positive and construe — the -dam w as a 


cedziSla’ director 


achievement to be added to 
the country’s other accom- 
plishments. 

Asked about regional 
cooperation on water in the 
Jordan Rift Valley and the 
pledges made by different 
nations to offer help, the 
King said: “I believe these 
efforts have faltered as (a 
result of) a halt in meetings 
between the concerned par- 
ties. This in ray view is 
wrong. However, it is 
hoped that we will make up 
for this delay in the future.” 

After listening to an 
address., .by Mkuster of 
Water and irrigation 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to reporters at the inauguration ceremony of the 
Karamah Dam on Tuesday as His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and water minister, Munther Haddadin, listen (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 


Munther Haddadin, the 
King unveiled the plaque 
commemorating the inau- 
guration and presented 
gifts and medals to engi- 
neers and other officials 
who were a part of the pro- 
ject. 

Accompanied by the 
Crown Prince and other 
officials the King inspected 
the operations control 
room, the pumping stations 


and other sections of the 
dam site. 

Built by a consortium of 
local and foreign firms, the 
dam is 45 metres high and 
2,150 metres long and 
includes facilities to pump 
water to the King Abdullah 
Canal for the irrigation of 
60,000 dunums in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

The dam cost nearly JD 
51 million of which 45 per 


cent was provided by the 
state treasury and the rest 
came as a loan from the 
.Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development. 

The dam, with a capacity 
to store up to 55 million 
cubic metres of rain water, 
was built to be quake resis- 
tant. and can withstand 
tremors known to be affect- 
ing the Jordan Rift Valley 
region. 


Palestinians: Israeli troop withdrawal 
in installments will not be acceptable 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM with us last night and said A 1 rrV» f f A v-J p ■p/\ T T CJ 

. (AP) — The Palestinians that they are standing by XJlJLL/I. Xc^lIL WUiJ\ij LU UC1C11U. U . U . 
j ; -.m.k.' said Tuesday they would their proposals and will 

Israeli troop withdrawal Mr. Erekat told the Asso- policy ahead of Netanyahu visit 

from 1 T 1 iv»r rpnr nf fh<». Hated Press. -A » » 


Israeli troop withdrawal 
from 13.1 per cent of the 
West Bank, as proposed 
-d-T \jcGtfto? by Washington, and 
j would not accept a new 

lire ! aj Israeli plan to hand over 

kmd in two install- 
’* l U * ments. 


with us last night and said 
that they are standing by 
their proposals and will 
not make any changes,” 
Mr. Erekat told the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

“I don't think that the 
Americans will introduce 
any changes, they know 
better than that,” he 
added. 

Id a U.S.-brokered 


. .-J.-J o' 1 

•; " . 0 , tt*- repeatedly by U.S. offi- 
rials — most recently 
l "‘, ] i^' Monday night — that the 

- . . . American proposal would 

... . ' ‘ 7\ w tr not be watered down. 

Israel has not made its 
' ■ ' "•' '■‘■V* ii n™ . plan public, but 

- . ' Israeli Prime Minister 

• 5 & Benyamin Netanyahu was 

Lf expected to raise it when 
oe meets with U.S. Secre- 
V. , '• ,r> '. Ll ,-»3- State Albright in 

. *r._. :.jiub tt jji Washington on Wednes- 
‘-otc*; % The meeting is seen 
•-■J v-'kjjf Jf fbo last attempt by the 


The“chief Palestmian— ag reement— -in— January 
j " “Sotiator, Saeb Erekat, 1997, Mr. Netanyahu had 

- ■•” ' “ "ui ritf f s aid he was assured pledged to carry out three 


separate troop with- 
drawals by this summer, 
though the scope of the 
pullbacks was not deter- 
mined. 

The Palestinians had 
expected to be in control 
of most of the West Bank 
by the end of the with- 
drawal process. However, 
none of the pullbacks 
have been carried out, 
with Mr. Netanyahu say- 
ing he could not hand 
over land as long as the 


J" T?~ ^ i ff doited- -States - to -win - Palestinians. did^not live 
- v niw .■ Israeli arrpnranr#* nf itc »m to their Dtonuses to 


V.s 

^ pflSlS- 


*■ 


Israeli acceptance of its 
withdrawal plan. 

. Mr. Netanyahu has said 
01 l be past that Israel 
c onld hand over no more 
tofta 9 per cent of the 
West Bank to Palestinian 
^le, citing Israeli securi- 
ty concerns. 

Under his new proposal, 
Israel would withdraw 


■•V’ 1 Ui per cent now. The 




States would 

- i Ermine the tuning of 

• - handover of the last 4 

- p cent, linking the 

Ua ^ er to Palestinian 

'in br!#' [^ures to rein in mili-. 

* ’ :r " tf -^. end hostile propa- 

* ' L - a gainst Israel and 

- *¥ V a provision of their 

^ ?? c nant calling for 

destruction. 

^lestimans said the 

..-i'* f 1 ii"y «Ueli * -' nmnneo 1 n/nc 


’. , -!;’T ■ ^ 
1 , 


^lestinians said the 
■r«- w eli ' proposal was 

“ - s :S? J ^eptable “The 

^ettcans were in touch 


up to their promises to 
fight Islamist militants. 

Mr.- Erekat said Tuesday 
that the Palestinians had 
to “bitterly swallow” the 
American compromise 
and would not accept any 
more changes. “If 
Netanyahu wants to talk 
about 13 minus and open 
the package, it is our full 
right to say 13 plus” Mr. 
Erekat said. 

In Brussels on Monday, 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat also said he would 
not accept any changes to 
the U.S. plan. 

However, there were 
some signs that Mr. 
Netanyahu might in the 
end agree to hand over 
more than 9 per cent of 
the land. The Yedior 
Ahrobot daily said Mr. 
Netanyahu was taking 
with hint t0 Washington 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Secretary' of 
State Madeleine Albright was to begin an 
offensive with the U.S. public Tuesday 
defending Washington's pressure on Israel 
one day before a crucial meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu.- 

In an address ai the National Press Club, 
Ms. Albright was expected to “describe ihe 
efforts the United Slates has undertaken 
and the role it has played to promote peace 
in the Middle East," a State Depan mem 
statement said. 

But U.S. officials said Ms. Albright 
would not take aim at Israel for its refusal 
to accept U.S. proposals calling for a 13- 
per cent withdrawal from the West Bonk to 
help advance the peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

“We are not in any kind of a mode of 
being hard on Israel at all," said an official. 

“It makes no sense to be seen in public as 
getting all over Israel. All that does is stir 
people up, make things more difficult," said 
the officiaJ,_who asked not to be named. 

The State Department said that Ms. 
Albright would set the stage for her 
planned meeting with Mr. Netanyahu here 
Wednesday in the address by underscoring 
the “importance” of the talks. Officials 
hope the talks will yield agreement on a 
new date for a summit. 

“Her address will emphasise the critical 
importance of breaking the 1 5-month stale- 
mate in the peace negotiations,” the state- 
ment said. 

The address scheduled to begin at 3:00 


p.m. will also allow the administration to 
go on the offensive with the .American pub- 
lic ahead of the Israeli prime minister’s 
visit. 

“It’s probably a good idea to get our- 
selves on the record as clearly as possible." 
said an official. 

The Israeli leader will meet with leaders 
in Congress Thursday before making an 
address in the evening before the American 
Jewish Committee. 

On Friday. Mr. Netanyahu goes io New 
York for two days of meetings with Jewish 
groups and other events before remrning to 
Washington Sunday to address the annual 
conference of the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPACj. the main pro- 
Israeli lobby in the United States. 

AJP.AC has won strong backing in Con- 
gress for its effort to prevent the adminis- 
tration from putting heavy pressure on 
Israel to agree to the U.S. proposals for the 
Israeli withdrawal. 

But American public opinion appears to 
be siding with Mr. Clinton, who has argued 
that there is no alternative to the Oslo 
process that calls on Israel to return land in 
exchange for peace with its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

A CNNAJ.S.A Today poll released Tues- 
day showed that 24 per cent of Americans 
believe the United States is placing “too 
much" pressure on Israel compared to 49 
percent who say "nor enough" pressure is 
being applied. 


maps prepared by army 
brass that show a larger 
scope of withdrawal. 

A military source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. said such 
maps exist. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s senior 
adviser, David Bar-lllan, 
was not immediately 
available for comment. 

Mr. Netanyahu faces 
staunch opposition in his 
Cabinet to any West Bank 


pullback and hardliners 
have threatened to topple 
his government if he 
agrees to the U.S. plan. 

Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon, who is a 
member of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s inner circle, 
said in New York on Mon- 
day that Israel would put 
itself in danger if it ceded 
13 per cent of the West 
Bank to the Palestinians. 

More than a dozen far- 


right lawmakers have said 
they would topple Mr. 
Netanyahu if he handed 
over any land. “I warned 
the prime minister that if 
there is a withdrawal 1 
definitely won’t be able 
to be a partner to this 
reality.” Hamm Porat. a 
legislator from the 
National Religious Party, 
said Tuesday. The NRP 
has nine seats in the 120- 
member parliament. 


Sahhaf: No rush for 
dialogue with U.S. 


By Tareq Ay you b L'.S. and U.K. anti-Iraq 

:u :hc Jordan Times attitude." Mr. Sahhaf said. 

U.N. weapons inspectors 
AMMAN — Iraqi Foreign have repeatedly said they 
Minister Mohammad suspect that Iraq is hiding 
Sahhaf said on Tuesday key components of its 
Baghdad was “in no rush” banned weapons pro- 

to start a political dialogue gramme, 
with the United States, its ' Mr. Sahhaf said sanc- 

arch-enem} since the tions “will be lifted 

1990-9! Gulf crisis. whether the others accept 

He toid a press confer or not. We will encourage 
ence in Amman that L'nit- people to break sanc- 

ed Nations sanctions tions." He did not say how 

against Baghdad remain an this w ill happen, 
place because of U.S. and "Regarding our crisis 
British efforts to dominate with the United States, we 
.Arab countries. have repeatedly said that 

Mr. Sahhaf. in Jordan as Iraq prefers to have a dia- 
part of a tour that will also logue... and we say that 
take him to Asia. Africa, dialogue is the basis for 
Europe and Latin America resolving differences,” he 
to lobby for the lifting of added, 
sanctions, insisted Iraq “h depends on the other 

has destroyed all its party which has to decide 

banned weapons of mass whether it is willing to 
destruction — a main con- launch such a dialogue,” 

dition for lifting the Mr. Sahhaf .continued, 

embargo imposed on Iraq ~ ’ “But' we are not -in a rush 
after it invaded Kuwait in to enter into a dialogue 
August 1990. sparking the with the United States.” 
crisis. Washington has repeat- 

"There is no logic in the edly said it saw no need 


for such a dialogue and 
wants Iraq to comply with 
all U.N. resolutions io 
ease regional tension and 
end sanctions. 

He said U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq have 
remained for political rea- 
sons “which are antago- 
nistic to Iraq, its leader- 
ship and people.” 

He said the hardline 
stand of Washington and 
London towards lifting the 
sanctions “was a matter 
that was not only confined 
to Iraq. This hatred, this 
anti-Iraqi position, is in 
fact, anti- Arab and is part 
of their policy of imposing 
their hegemony on the 
Arab Nation.” 

Mr. Sahhaf added: 
“There is no logic in the 
U.S. and U.K.'s anti-Iraq 
.attitude. We hope that they 
will realise that their poli- 
cies will fail for sure." 

He added that the right 
approach “is the one based 
on guaranteeing mutual 

(Continued on page 7) 


In unscheduled Paris meeting 

Annan, Aziz reiterate will 
to overcome ‘problems’ 


PARIS t.AFPi — U.N. 
Chief Kofi .Annan and Iraqi 
Deputy Premier Tareq Aziq 
pledged to work hand-in- 
hand to speed up weapons 
inspections and overcome 
"problems" at their first 
encounter Tuesday since a 
February deal that averted a 
military showdown. 

Reiterating Baghdad’s 
picas for a quick lifting of 
the crippling eight -year 
sanctions. Mr. .Aziz said 
after a surprise 30-minute 
encounter with Mr. Annan 
at a luxury PorU hotel that 
he was enlisting the Secre- 
tary-General’s help in 
accelerating weapons 
inspections. 

“Relations between Iraq 
and the L'.N. secretary -gen- 
eral are good relations. We 
are working in good faith," 
Mr. .Aziz” said at an 
impromppj news confer- 
ence held at the turn of a 
staircase in the hotel after 
unscheduled talks between 
the pair, both on visits to 
Paris. 

But both Mr. .Annan and 
Mr. .Aziz referred to “prob- 
lems" w iLh the L’.N. Special 
Commission on disarming 
Iraq. L’NSCOM. without 
specify ing their nature. 

“I am satisfied things 
have much improved and 
that Iraq has lived up to its 
obligations” Mr. Annan 
said~jifter the talks. But he 
said that Mr. .Aziz had 




U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan and Iraq's Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz answer to journalists ques- 
tions at the Hotel Cxillion Teusday in Paris (AFP photo) 

called on the U.N. “to live “They fear the sanctions 
up to our commitments. He could go on for ever." the 
believes things can be source said, referring to the 
improved on our side.” sanctions imposed United 

“They want to cooperate Nations after Iraq’s 1990 

with the United Nations to invasion of Kuwait. Thev 


called on the U.N. “to live 
up to our commitments. He 
believes things can be 
improved on our side." 

“They want to cooperate 
with the United Nations to 
get sanctions behind them 
as soon as possible.” the 
U.N. chief added. 

A diplomat who asked 
not to be identified said 
Iraq believed there were 
continuing snags with the 
UNSCOM team inspecting 
suspect Iraqi weapon sites. 

The diplomat said Bagh- 
dad considered the latest 
report by UNSCOM chief 
Richard Butler was too 
vague and failed to list the 
specific conditions under 
which the U.N. could lift 
the sanctions. 


cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM declares Iraq 
free of nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons as 
well as long-range missiles 
and is satisfied that long- 
term monitoring is in place. 

Mr. .Aziz said Baghdad 
wanted to see UNSCOM 
“honour the letter and spir- 
it” of the February 23 mem- 
orandum struck by Mr. 
Annan in Baghdad to avoid 
military intervention 

against Iraq amid a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Shbeilat sentenced to 9 months 


By Rana Husseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State Secu- 
rity Court on Tuesday sen- 
tenced Leith Shbeilat to nine 
months in jail for instigating 
pro-Iraqi riots in the southern 
town of Ma'an in February 
that left one dead and 24 others 
injured 

Mr ShbeOat, 56, steed 
silently outside die dock as the 
verdict was read out by 
Colonel Yousef Faouri. a mil- 
itary j’udge presiding over a 
throe man. tribunal. 

Mr Shbeilat resisted police- 
men who handcuffed him 
after the judge orderd his 
immediate transfer to jail and 


iaslsted the procedure should 
be earned oul outside the 
hearily-guarded and packed 
courtroom. 

Mr. Shbeilat was released on 
a JD2.0Q0 bail in April after 
spending almost eight weeks 
in detention. 

His defence attorney Hus- 
sein Mjalli, said he will appeal 
the verdict. “We hope that 
legal decisions are not influ- 
enced by political opinions,” 
he toid a news conference at 
die Professional Associations 
Complex after the court ver- 
dict was issued. 

"The verdict is subject to 
appeal, and this is all thar 1 
have to say for now.” 

He said he would appeal 


against the court sentence and 
its decision to send him to jail 
immediately. 

“The penally for such a 
charge linstigating riots] 
should not exceed four months 
in jafl." Mr. Mjalli said. "My 
client should not be detained 
because he was released on 
bail” 

However, a judicial source 
told the Jordan Hines thar 
inciting riots is considered a 
felony that is punishable by up 
to a year in jail. 

He also said that the State 
Security Court had the right to 
order Mr. Shbeilat’s immedi- 
ate detention even though he 

(Continued on page 7) 
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MPs slam British diplomats over 
newest scam at Amman embassy 


LONDON (R) - A powerful 
parliamentary committee on 
Wednesday denounced anoth- 
er costly fraud at the British 
embassy in Amman and said 
diplomats must stop looking 
on sound financial manage- 
ment “a s> a second-order activ- 
ity." 

'The all-pany public 
accounts committee said in a 
report that a locally-engaged 
accountant had netted at least 
$178,000 in a “scam" involv- 
ing duplicate payments for 
fuel bills. 

The new scandal emerged 


less than a year after the com- 
mittee reported on the activi- 
ties of this accountant's prede- 
cessor, who it said had 
obtained $540,000 by forging 
certificates for payments to the 
families of dead pensioners. 

The committee's report said 
that the embassy's senior man- 
agement officer had been rep- 
rimanded tor his failure to 
monitor spending more close- 
ly and forced to cake early 
retirement. 

His assistant bad been 
admonished and letters of 
warning had been written to 


two otter senior embassy 
staff. 

Bur it said the reprimand 
would have only mi nimal 
effect on the senior manage- 
ment officer, and no financial 
impact In feet he was receiv- 
ing up to 351,700 more in 
lump sum payments than if be 
had worked until normal 
retirement age. 

“Having regard to then- 
extent, size and the period over 
which those irregularities took 
place, we regard the discipli- 
nary action taken against him 
as inadequate.'' the report said. 


David Davis, chairman of 
the committee, said- ‘The cul- 
ture in the diplomatic service 
which seems to regard finan- 
cial management as a second- 
order activity must end imme - 
diatel y" 

“Staff responsible for check- 
ing local spending must do the 
job properly, and should know 
that negligence in these impor- 
tant matters will be subject to 
very rigorous disciplinary 
action," added Mr. Davis, a 
Conservative who was a 
junior foreign office minister 
until last year’s election. 


Million Palestinians to join ‘nakba’ 
marches Thursday - 


organisers 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinians plan massive 
marches of up to a million peo- 
ple on Thursday throughout 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank to demand their own 
state, organizers said on Tues- 
day. 

But the marches wiD be 
under a heavy presence by 
Palestinian security forces in a 
bid to prevent any clashes with 
Israeli forces in the occupied 
territories, said Hassan Kashef. 
the Gaza coordinator for the 
march. 

"In the march, the Palestin- 
ian people are announcing. 
‘We are here.’ and that we have 
a right to self-detenninaiion 
and to announce our own 
independent stale." Mr. Kashef 
told Agency France Presse. 

The march is to be launched 
from all villages and towns in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
at 10:00 am. on Thursday, 
marking the "nakba." or “cata- 
strophe” as Palestinians call 
the war surrounding the cre- 
ation of Israel on May 14, 
1948. 

Palestinians in neighboring 
Arab countries are also called 
on to hold marches. 

"We expect participation to 


be great, I hope we will reach a 
million people in the territo- 
ries." Mr. Kashef said Adver- 
tisements for the march have 
flooded Palestinian television, 
radio and newspapers. 

Mr. Kashef said the Pales- 
tinians had coordinated with 
Israeli security officials to pre- 
vent any clashes between 
demonstrators and Israeli 
troops stationed at checkpoints 
throughout the territories and 
around settlements. 

“Security services will be put 
on a state of emeigency status. 
Our side will do everything it 
can to prevent any friction." he 
said 

“But we don't always trust 
the Israeli government to do 
the right thing. We hope it will 
not do something stupid in the 
field which could lead to fric- 
tions," he said 

The action comes at a time 
when frustration is high with 
the peace process after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's rejection of U.S. 
proposals to break a more than 
one-year deadlock in negotia- 
tions. 

The marches have been 
organised by a joint committee 
set up by the Palestinian 


National Authority with all 
other political groups, includ- 
ing Hamas and other oppo- 
nents to the self-rule deals with 
Israel. 

The emphasis is on unity: no 
pictures of political leaders will 
be allowed during the march, 
not even of Mr. Arafat himself. 
Only the green, red black and 
white Palestinian flag and 
black flags marking the 
"nakba" will be allowed The 
green banner of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement Hamas 
or flags of other groups will 
not be permitted at the march- 
es. 

To prepare for the march, 
authorities have printed up 
some 1 00,00)0 Palestinian flags 
in the Gaza Strip alone. Mr. 
Kashef said 

The slogan for the march 
will be, “in response to the 
nakba. statehood and return [of 
refugees[." he said 

At noon, a siren will go off 
throughout the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. and all movement will 
come to a stop for a minute. A 
recorded speech by Mr. Arafat 
is then to be broadcast, fol- 
lowed by a statement by the 
top Arab poet Mahmoud Dar- 
wish. 


Israeli party 
chief may 
lose 

parliamentary 

immunity 


TEL AVTVfAFP) — Israeli 
Attorney General Eliyakim 
Rubinstein asked Knesset 
speaker Dan Tichon Tues- 
day to lift: the parliamentary 
immunity of Shas party 
leader Arieh Deri, officials 
said 

Mr. Rubinstein plans to 
press five charges concern- 
ing embezzlement of gov- 
ernment money against the 
leader of the party of Ortho- 
dox Jewish Sephardim. 
Jews of Spanish and Middle 
Eastern origin, the officials 
said 

Mr. Deri has been under 
investigation for nearly 10 
years for allegedly embez- 
zling public funds* when he 
was director general of the 
interior ministry and later 
interior minister. 

Sbas is a crucial compo- 
nent of the coalition govern- 
ment of Benyamin 
Netanyahu and has 10 mem- 
bers serving in the Knesset 


Yassin plans to go to Iraq 
for Kuwait’s missing 


KUWAIT CITY (AFPj — 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, spiritual 
leader of the Palestinian 
Islamist movement, Hamas, 
plans to travel to Baghdad soon 
on a mission to help resolve the 
issue of Kuwaitis missing since 
Iraq’s 1990-1991 occupation of 
the emirate. 

“I am ready to go to the ends 
of the earth... to try to secure the 
release of the Kuwaiti prison- 
ers. because it's time this file 
was closed" Sheikh Yassin 
said 

■*1 have decided to put myself 
in the service of the POWs and 
their families. I will make con- 
tacts with our Iraqi brothers to 
arrange for the visit." he said in 
a meeting here late Monday 
with families of the missing. 

'1 hope our brothers in Iraq 
will respond by agreeing to 


reopen the file " Sheikh Yassin 
said adding that his initiative 
had the blessing of the Kuwaiti 
leadership. 

Kuwait accuses Iraq of hold- 
ing some 600 Kuwaitis and 
other residents of the emirate 
who were reported missing 
after the 1991 Gulf war in 
which Iraqi troops were evict- 
ed 

Iraq admits its army took pris- 
oners at the end of the seven- 
month occupation but says the 
authorities lost track of them in 
a southern uprising which fol- 
lowed the army's defeat. 

Sheikh Yassin, guide and 
founder of Hamas, met Emir 
Jaber Ai Ahmad AJ Sabah on 
Tuesday, the fourth day of his 
visit to Kuwait. His visit is the 
first by a Palestinian leader 
since the Gulf war. 


Islamic hardliners disrupt 


surgeons’ seminar in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Around 
40 Islamic hardliners stormed 
into a conference of Iranian 
surgeons in Tehran to demand 
an apology for critical com- 
ments made by a surgeon 
against the commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards, news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 

The hardliners, dressed in 
identical clothing, closed the 
doors of the conference in 
northern Tehran at around 
noon on Monday and prevent- 
ed people from entering or 
leaving. Hamshahri daily 
said. 

Their spokesman took over 
the microphone and demand- 
ed an apology from a surgeon 
who had criticised the 
Guards' commander General 
Yahya Rahim Safavi two days 
earlier for allegedly threaten- 
ing to suppress internal dis- 


sent. 

The veteran surgeon, identi- 
fied as Dr. Movahedl had also 
protested against a recent rul- 
ing by parliament to segregate 
medical care by sex. 

According to the paper, one 
of the surgeons present at the 
conference who protested 
against the raid was beaten up 
and taken away. The paper 
said there was “no informa- 
tion on his fine." 

Organisers later decided to 
dose the meeting but were 
prevented by the assailants, 
who insisted on an apology, it 
said. Several video cameras 
and other pieces of equipment 
were broken in the ensuing 
stand-off and the attackers 
seized the taped cassette of the 
event before they left the halL 

The conference resumed in 
the afternoon. 




22 people massacred 
in Algerian violence 
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A journalist screams for help Tuesday as a human 
rights activist holds the hand of Turkey’s leading 
human rights campaigner, Akin Birdal, as he lies 
unconscious after being gunned down by two unidenti- 
fied attackers in his office in Ankara (Renters photo) 


Turkish human 
rights activist 
‘critical’ after attack 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Twenty- 
two people were killed 
overnight some 20 kilometres 
from Oran, Algeria’s second 
dty, west of the capital secu- 
rity services said Tuesday, 
The massacre was near Ras 
Al Ain, on the road to Gdyel 
a few kilometres west of 
Arzew, the site of a major nat- 
ural gas treatment and export 
terminal. The region has a 
reputation for being danger- 
mis. 

The security forces did not 
say whether the victims were 
killed in a raid on their homes 
or whether they ware inter- 
cepted at a false roadblock 
erected by Islamists, as fre- 
quently happens. 

The massacre illustrates a 
new upsurge in Algerian's 
violence after a luO of several 
weeks following a bloody 
Ramadan, the Muslim holy 
month of fasting, in which 
more than 1,000 civilians 
were slaughtered. 

It also comes as security 
forces are pursuing a major 
offensive against Islamists in 
the mountains round Blida, 
south of Algiers, in Kabylia to 
the east, particularly die 
Mizrana forest on the coast, 
and tire west near the Moroc- 
can border 

More than 50 villagers were 
massacred in the Medea 
regioa 80 kilometres south of 
Algiers in two night raids in 
recent days. 

There have been more than 


five bomb attacks in a week, 
leaving four people dead and 
dozens injured, and at least 
another three devices have 
been defused in Algiers, 
according to press reports. 

On Sunday two people were 
blown to bits and 10 wounded ■ 

in a bomb attack a a a train at 
Boufarik, 30 krkwneces 
southwest of Algiers. 

The same day at Cberaga, 
near the capital, an armed 
group seized a coach but were 
overpowered by security 
forces. Witnesses said two of 
the hijackers were kilted but 
there was no official confir- 
mation. 

Independent newspapers 
meanwhile reported Tuesday 
that at least 10 Islamists had 
been killed by security forces 
in the past few days in Algiers, 
Kabylia and the southwest 

According to Liberie, a 
deputy to a leader of the radi- 
cal Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) was ki lled in tire cas- 
bah, the old town. 

Another member of an 
armed group was killed in the 
Bainem forest adjoining 
Algiers and another in Thenia, 
east of tbecapitaL 

Five mare Islamists sus- 
pected of having been 
involved in tire massacre of 
eight villagers last week were 
killed in the Medea region. 

Two more Islamists were 
killed in Hammam Righa, in 
the southwest Ain Defla 
region. 
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ANKARA (AFP) — A promi- 
nent Turkish human rights 
activist was in critical condi- 
tion after being shot by 
unidentified assailants in his 
Ankara office on Tuesday, 
doctors said. 

Akin Birdal chairman of 
Turkey’s Human Rights Asso- 
ciation (IHD), was hit by six 
bullets when two gunmen 
opened fire on him inside his 
office at the IHD headquar- 
ters. . . -- .... 

He was taken to hospital for 
immediate surgery. 

“Birdal is in very critical 
condition. His life is in danger 
at the moment," a doctor at the 
hospital said. 

The assailants, estimated by 
witnesses to be in their early 
20s, entered the IHD head 
office and asked to speak to 
Ml Birdal about a problem 
concerning family members in 
police custody. They then fired 
on Mr Birdal eight times, an 
IHD spokesman said. 

Mr. Birdal 50, was hit in the 
chest, leg and shoulder 
No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Mr. Birdal's lawyer, Husnu 
Ondul said the activist had 
recently been threatened, but 
was denied police protection. 

“Birdal received anony- 
mous threats," Mr. Ongul told 
journalists outside IHD head- 
quarters. “The Turkish state 
never gave him the police pro- 
tection requested by the asso- 
ciation." 


Turkey's Deputy Prime 
Minister Buleni Ecevit, Interi- 
or Minister Murat Bases- 
gioglu and other government 
officials were booed by the 
crowd on arrival at the hospi- 
tal. 

“Assassin state" and “find 
foe killers,” foe crowd chant- 
ed. 

Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz condemned foe attack 
and said be hoped foe JkiDers 
- would- soon -be found and- 
brought to justice. 

“I am very sad about this 
incident and condemn it" Mr. 
Yflmaz said in a statement to 
the press. 

Mr Birdal chairman of the 
IHD since 1992. has been sub- 
ject to numerous prosecutions 
for “separatist propaganda" in 
connection with IHD cam- 
paigns against the armed con- 
flict in the country’s predomi- 
nantly Kurdish southeast. 

Mr. Birdal was sentenced to 
a year in prison for “sepa- 
ratist” statements last year. 
The conviction is currently 
being reviewed by the Court 
of Appeals. 

A number of other trials 
against the IHD chairman for 
“separatist propaganda" are 
continuing. 

Mr Birdal came under fur- 
ther pressure in April as Turk- 
ish newspapers reported that a 
former commander of the sep- 
aratist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) had named him among 
supporters of the rebels in 
Turkey. 


Delegation heads 
to Egypt Friday for 
economic talks 


perfor 
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AMMAN (IT.)— The Cabinet 
Tuesday formed a delegation to 
visit Cairo cm Friday to hold 
negotiations with the Egyptian 
authorities on economic issues 
of mutual concern. 

A Cabinet statement said the 
. delegation- will group Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani and Min- 
ister of Industry, Trade and S ap- 
ply Ham Muflri. 

The Council of Ministers 
fanned a delegation, led by 
Dureid Mahasneh, secretary 
general of the Jordan \fefley 
Authority, to attend joint a Jor- 
danian-Syrian investment com- 
mittee meeting on exploiting 
foe waters of the Yannouk 
River. 

The talks, which will be held 
in Damascus from May 16-18, 
are also expected to covet foe 
general environmental situation 
in the river basin, according to 
the statement. 

In October 1997, the joint Jor- 
dan! an-Syrian Yannouk River 
Committee agreed to go ahead 
with plans to construct Al 
Wahdeb (unity) Dam on the 
river, which straddles the com- 
ma] border, to provide the two 
countries with irrigation and 
drinking water. 

Jordan at the rime said the two 
sides discussed the construction 
of the dam, means of protecting 


the river basin environment and 
future projects. 

Jordan and Syria originally 
agreed in 1987 to build foie dam 
but due to developments in the 
region, foe project was not car- 
rial out. 

* Initial estimates put the cost 
of constructing foe dam, which 
wDI be located in Syrian territo- 
ry, at $400 millkxL According 
to Jordanian government 

sources, the Kingdom is expect- 
ed to acquire 85 million cubic 
metres of water per year from 
foe Yannouk River once the 
dam has been erected. 

Also Tuesday, the Cabinet 
approved an agreement 

between foe government and a 
Swedish charitable society to be 
set up in Jordan to cany out a 
number of educational and 
denretopmeat projects. 

The Cabinet approved a Jor- 
danian-Spamsh agreement on 
encouraging and protecting 
investments and endorsed the 
minutes of deliberations by a' 
Jordaman-Spanish cultural 
technical and scientific commit- 
tee. 

Mohammad Rawajih is to 
serve as honorary consul for 
Jordan in the Ukraine and 
Abdullah Klswani win serve as 
Kazakhstan’s consul general in 
Amman, according to the state- 
ment 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

15 JO Oliver Twist 

16:00 The Album Show 

17:00 Ushuaia 

18:00 Milner Fenwick 

18:15 Drama — Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 -E=M6 

19:30 News headlines 

19 'JS Buddies 

20:00 Doc. — Envoye Special 

20:25 Glass Jungle 

20:50 Rung Fu 

21:30 News in English 

21:45 Football Match — Euro- 
pean Cup Stuttgart vs. Chelsea 
23:30 Comedy — Perfect 
Strangers 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 




4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican - Church Tel. 
■W24S53/40248U. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

A mman International Church 
Tel 865S97 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Eva ngel ic a l Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St. John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646I3S 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail skies portly 
cloudy with a chance of scat- 
tered showers and winds west- 
erly moderate to active. .In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmesani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..-.4625672 

Najfb pharmacy .5347632 

IRBQ): 

Dr. Fawzi Abnl Haija 252970 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S5417 



departures 


Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority J680 100 

J. Electricity Authority S15615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information,... 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia IiuL Airport ...44-53200 


Zarqa National Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 11/22 

Aqaba 17/31 

Deserts 10/25 

Jordan Valley 14/30 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 32 
Humidity readings: Amman 
31 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent 


04:07 


05:35 

(Sunrise )Duha 

12:32 


16:12 


19:28 


20:56 



CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 


Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614 1 90 
Evangelical Free Church Tel 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77526 1 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Ghaleb Zawaidefa ...412601 1 

Dr. Tavrfiq Qub'ain .4623029 

Dr. KhaldounAsfour ...J532600 
Dr. Bilal AI SayykL----«. 890280 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy 4657055 

Al Salam pharmacy' 4636730 


Food Control Centre™..4637111 
Gvfl DefenteDe^artnm .5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — 4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigencv..„199 
RescueftiBce 192,4621 1 114657777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security DepL....463032l 

Hotel Complaints --.5605800 

Price Complaints. 5*661 176 

597467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
coJStagHy 5921199 


Ibn Sina Hospital -...(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
fO0\t»r«Q 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

.....(imrraw 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)27'”75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
... <n?)747ioo 

AQABA: 

Princess 

<03)314111 

Hava Ho^ntal 


09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 JLarnaca (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:35 ...New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

1*05 — London, Rome (RJ) 

19:20 ....Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
19:25 ...Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 

19:50 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

0fol5 JBeirut(RJ) 

01:00 .Cairo (RJ) 


06:30 -Lamaca (RJ) 

08:50 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:40 Rome, London (RJ) 

12:45 — Istanbul (RJ) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 .New Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 -Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 .Riyadh, Dhahran (RD 

21:20 — Bombay (RJ) 

21:25 .- Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai Muscat (RJ) 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

02:59 ... Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 
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The Islamic. AbdK . 
Hussein Medical 


— 5666131/7 
Centre TeL 


5856856. 5336813 

Luzmila ... 


.4630195 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — .,4623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs. -566II01 


Khalifo Maternity. 4644281/6 

AJdleh Maiemity.-.„.464244I/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .. -560707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

.Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii J 664 164/6 

Italian. A]-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashic. 77511 1/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aiia Hospital 5602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital ..._5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port TeL (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(532501. 


Other Flights 

Cairo (MS) 

11:00 ..Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

11:30 Kuwait (KU) 

-Jeddah (SV) 

W:10 Tunis (TU) 

1*10 -Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

16:30 Algiere(AH) 

18:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PKl 

19:05 Jrankfurt (LH) 

21:10 «... -Beirut (ME) 

23:20 .Istanbul (TK) 

23:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:45 .....Athens. Beirut (OA) 
00:15 London (BA; 


Other lights 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) 

07*30 Paris (AF) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:20 — ......—Xondon (BA) 

11^0 Cairo (MS) 

11:30 .........Ta’iz, S anaa (IY) 

12:45 -Kuwait (KU) 

14:00 Jeddah (SV) 

15:00 Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 .Tunis (TU) 

15:30 — Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Sharjah (AH) 

20:30 Abu Dhabi Karachi (PK) 
00:40 Damascus, Amsterdam (KL) 
04:00 ....Beirut, Athens (OA) 
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ARRTVALS 


(09)983323 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

07t30 Damascus (RJ) 


Royal Wings <RW) 

10:20 — Amman (QAIA) 
(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:20 TeJ Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 
23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 .,._,-A qaha (from 

Marka Airport (RW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from 

Marka Airport) (RW) 

22^0 Aqaba (from 

QAIAHRW) 
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Home News 


King, Queen meet with Landmine 
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Survivors Network executive director 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein briefly 
joined Her Majesty Queen 
Moor's Monday meeting with 
ibe executive director of Land- 
mine Survivors Network 
(LSNX leny White, at Bab AI 
S3lara, acrorffing to a press 
release. 

They dBscussed LSNTs plan 
to bold its first international 
conference, entitled land. 
mine Injury and Rehabilitation 
in the Middle East," dedicated 
to landmine victim assistance 
in Amman. According to Mr. 
White, Jordan's “reputation as 
an emerging medical centre of 
excellence and its leadership in 
the Middle East for its care for 
die disabled make it an 
place to host such a confer- 
ence.” 

King Hussein said “Jordan is 
taking measures to rid its her- 


der areas of landmines and we 
are seeking international help 
to speed up the process. We 
want to get rid of landmines 
once and for all and we also 
want to engage in a regional 
dialogue.” 

Queen Now said Jordan 
supports all humanitarian 
efforts aimed at achieving a 

total ban on landmines and at 
providing care for those who 
have been disabled. She noted 
that wars in the Middle East 
have l^miljfonstf landmines 
that continue to maim and kin 
civilians and that spec ialists 
believe that there are still 
around 280,000 landmines 
buned in Jordan as a result of 


previous wars. 

Tbe president of the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Soci- 
ety. Mohammad Hadid, sad 
the society is working on a 


project to establish a centre for 
artificial limbs, training and 
rehabilitation of landmine sur- 
vivals and to promote aware- 
ness of Iaodmios: and die 
needs erf" survivors in Jordan 
and the Middle East, the state- 
ment said. 

Jordan is among die few 
countries that have declared 
that they do not currently 
export anti-personnel land 
mines and have no intentions 
of dang so in the future. The 
1997 Ottawa treaty proposed 
an international ban on the 
production, stockpile and use 
of anti-personnel landmines. 
Although many of the Middle 
Eastern countries attended the 
Ottawa Conference, few 
signed the treaty*. 

Founded in 1*997, the Land- 
mine Survivors Network 
(LSN) works to assist mine 


victims and their lomilies to 
recover, heal and resume their 
role as participating and con- 
tributing members in their 
communities. LSN’s pro- 
grammes are designed to pro- 
mote comprehensive rehabili- 
tation through an integrated 
system of peer counselling 
sports and social and econon> 
ic integration. 

According to Mr. White, 
there are an "estimated 
31X1000 survivors worldwide, 
mostly civilians, including 
tens of thousands of women 
and children injured through 
no fault of their own.” Mr. 
White lost his leg to a land- 
mine 14 years ago. 

Kamel Sa'adC a Jordanian 
landmine survivor and trained 
prosthetist who has been 
working closely with the LSN. 
also attended the meeting. 


Spanish 


guitarist 


dazzles with 
performance 


marking 


artist’s 

birthday 


By Jean-daode Ellas 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Spanish guitar 
virtuoso Rafael Serrallet 
delighted die audience that 
went to listen to him Sunday 
at a recital presented by Insti- 
tute Cervantes as part of the 
celebrations marking tbe cen- 
tenary of the birth of Federico 
Garcia Lorca, one of Spain's 
most celebrated and beloved 


artists. 

' SeriaEfet"' played. , a very 


•that are well known to the 
public. He included two 
pieces — “El Amor de Don 
Periimpm" and “Nana de 
Sevilla" — by Lorca, who 
was a multi-talented artist, 
mainly known for his writing 
and his poems but who also 
composed fine music and 
produced creative drawings. 

Serrallet sailed with perfect 
ease through pieces which, 
for tbe connoisseur at least 
have hidden technical diffi- 
culties. His style is charac- 
terised by a very soft musical 
touch. In one of tbe opening 
numbers, tire guitarist man- 
aged to create superb har- 
monics. 

Serrallet played more than 
17 pieces, with some of the 
most beautiful being Fandan- 
giriUo by Tonoba, Parana 
Triste by Palacios and Home- 
naje by Manuel de Falla. 

Before The end of the per- 
formance and between two 
guitar numbers, tbe audience 
was treated to five short 
poems by Lorca. Although 
they were read in Spanish, 
“the music of the words,” as 
SaraDet explained, was 
evocative enough to create 
the right atmosphere for even 
those who could not under- 
stand the language. 

Except for a photographer 
who insisted on operating his 
noisy camera through half of 
the concert and tire unwant- 
ed, unmusical accompani- 
ment of someone banging 
repeatedly on tire hall's rear 
doors, the' event was very 
successful Serrallet had die 
good idea to play, as an 
^“ore, die famous “Danza 
del Molinero” to an audience 
who was obviously happy to 



PRINCESS ALIA OPENS CONFERENCE: HRH Princess Alla, flanked by Jor- 
dan University for Science and Technology President Sa'd Hijazi and Jordanian 
Vets Association President Htisam Amoudi, opens a two-day scientific conference 
at the Jordan University for Science and Technology. Participants will discuss 19 
working papers on the use and abuse of veterinary drugs, animal vaccination pro- 
grammes and other topics related to horses and laboratories. Taking part in the 
conference are representatives of Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, Sudan, Lebanon and 
Iraq, and Jordanian universities and scientific institutions (Petra photo) 


. Amh-JGennan media conference 


examines means of enhancing interaction 


By Alia Shnkri Hamzeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A two-day 
Arab-German media dialogue 
started Tuesday with special 
emphasis on new ways of 
overcoming obstacles hinder- 
ing interaction, developing 
and reinforcing independent 
Arab media and enhancing 
German coverage in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony of the conference, 
organised by the Stuttgart- 
based German Institute of 
Foreign Relations, German 
Ambassador Peter Mende 
said Germany and Arab coun- 
tries share very good relations 
even though their cultures, 
education and interests differ. 

“Relations between coun- 
tries need not solely depend 
on trade relations but rather 
finding common grounds and 
overcoming differences,” he 
added. 

Udo Steinhach, representa- 
tive of the Deutches Orient- 
Institute in Hamburg, noted 
that tbe media plays a major 
role in societies, with its cov- 
erage of human rights and 
democracy and the political 
and non-political effects it has 
on general policy-making. 
••Governments no longer set 
policies alone, media takes a 
big part in setting these poli- 
cies nowadays,” he said. 

Dr. Steinbacb spoke on the 
need for Europe and the Arab 
World to overcome cultural 
differences as well the need 
for Arab unity in tbe face of 
globalisation. 


"Europe is on its way to 


becoming a superpower after 
it has united... this is the 
biggest lesson to be learned, 
and if .Arabs do not unite they 
will stand to lose in tbe face of 
a united Europe and Ameri- 
ca.” 

The first paper delivered at 
tbe conference was under the 
theme of “human rights and 
women's rights: law and legal 
protection on the path to 
democracy.” and was deliv- 
ered by Haraed Abu Zavd, an 
Egyptian professor from Lei- 
den University in Holland and 
Gemot Rotter, a German pro- 
fessor from the University of 
Hamburg. 

In his paper. Dr. Abu Zavd 
said that while the 
International Convention of 
Human Rights was based on 
the struggle against oppres- 
sion and discrimination, its 
actual activation has fallen 
short 

“Cultural, social and sexual 
discrimination is evident in all 
societies, especially those of 
the First World countries, who 
practice all sorts of humiliat- 
ing actions until the concept 
of “human** is doubted,” he 
said. 

Such a disparity in ethics 
and values is embodied in the 
Arab World in general and the 
Western world in terms of 
ethnic and cultural group rela- 
tions on the one hand and the 
Western world’s relationship 
with the Arab and Islamic 
worids on the other, he said. 

Speaking from a European 
perspective, Mr. Rotter said 
there is a constant violation of 
human rights in the Arab 
World, primarily freedom of 


expression, which he said is 
constantly supervised and 
censored. 

Democratic improvement is 
hindered by the lack of sepa- 
ration between politics and 
religion, he added. 

During today’s session, 
papers examining problems 
faring Arab-German and 
European relations and Islam 
and the West will be dis- 
cussed. 

According to a statement 
from tbe German embassy, 
tbe first Arab-German Dia- 
logue was held in the German 
city of Hamburg in 1997 and 
was dedicated to discussing 
media policies, stereotyping 
and the lack of information 
and coverage which has nega- 
tively affected Arabs' per- 
spective of the West and 
Europe. 

“The issue of human rights 
is closely linked to freedom of 
expression. Therefore, rein- 
forcing and developing inde- 
pendent Arab media and 
capable German coverage in 
the Middle East is one of the 
most important goals of the 
joint Arab-German dialogue,” 
the statement said. 

Media specialists from Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Qatar. Kuwait. 
Yemen, Morocco. Lebanon. 
Bahrain, Algeria, Oman. 
Saudi Arabia, and representa- 
tives of the Palestinian 
National Authority are partic- 
ipating in his year’s confer- 
ence. Representing the Ger- 
man side are government 
media officials and senior 
journalists. 
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Israelis to blame for delay in 


Washington summit — Abbas 


AMMAN i Petra) — Mah- 
moud Abbas, secretary- gener- 
al of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's executive com- 
mittee, Tuesday described 
Israel's postponement of the 
Washington meeting sched- 
uled for Monday as a bid to 
obstruct the peace process. 

"The Israeli side was the 
reason behind the delay in 
convening the Washington 
summit,' * said Mr. .Abbas. 
“From the ston the Palestinian 
National Authority accepted 
the .American initiative but it 
was the Israelis who rejected 
it... so the present differences 
do not exist between us and 
the Israelis but rather between 
the .Americans and the 
Israelis" said Mr. Abbas fd- 


iawing a meeting wish Prime 
Minister Aixfai SJam Maiali. 

Mr. Abba? and Dr. Majoli 
reviewed aw fares: develop- 
ment fa the Middle cfas; 
piace trccc'-s, including the 
London meelir.gs orj the 
■erio of meetings L .S. envoy 
Dennis Ross held with Piles- 
tinfar. leaders. 

Mr. Abbas :o-d reporters that 
he and the prime minister dis- 
cussed issues of common con- 
cern and exchanged view s 
regarding developments in the 
reoce prices'. 

Asked obou: a reported 
Israeli proposj for redeploy- 
ing Israeli troops from 13 per 
jer.t cf the West Bank in 
siagis. Mr Abbas said: "We 
were no: presented with this 


propel either through for- 
mal or unofficial channels, 
because il is toe Americans 
who had proposed the 13 per 
cent withdrawal. So lor. noth- 
ing has changed" 

Asked abuui Palestine's 
stand vis-a-vis ait Arab sum- 
mit meeting. Mr. Abbas said 
"the Palestiraanv ore Ice- a 
summit meeting whether toe 
current efforts in the peace 
process succeed or not 
because regular summits are 
required by .Arab states 10 dis- 
cuss Arab issues." 

On his expectations of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Neian\;ihu*s meet- 
ing will) L'.S. Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine .Albright in 
Washington on Wedncsdax. 


Mr. Abbas stid: “We do not 
know whether the U.S. 
adininistration will put pres- 
-*ure on the Israeli prime min- 
ister or noL but so far the U.S. 

has failed to persuade him to 
accept its proposals." 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by Palestinian 
.Ambassador 10 Jordan Omar 
Khaub. Dr. Mojaii reiterated 
Jordan's unwavering support 
for the Palestinian people and. 
leadership in their quest to 
regain their legitimate rights 
on their national soil. 

Dr. Majali xtid Jordan will 
support any efforts to give 
momentum to toe peace 
process and brine about a just 
and comprehensive peace. 


Classical 


guitarist 


Azkoul 


delivers 


‘first-class' 


performance 


By Jean-Claude Ft‘g*s 

Spe cial to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Classical gui- 
tarist Jad Azkoul's perfor- 
mance at the American Center 
on Monday was one of the 
finest concerts ever presented 
in Amman, with the musician 
more than confirming his cre- 
dentials as a great guitarist, 
with all that the term implies. 

From the very first notes of 
Tarrega s "AdeUta" to the last 
chord of the popular “Reeuer- 
dos de la Alhambra." which he 
played as an encore. AzkouJ's 
instrument vibrated with the 
most ear-pleasing sound. He 
played clear, detached bass 
lines blended with bright 


melodic phrases, ornamented 
with subtle harmonics. .All toe 
pieces of toe programme, with- 
out exception, were magnifi- 
cently played: the "Preludes 
No. 1. 3 and 5" by Villa-Lobos, 
•‘We've got polyrhythm" by 
Schwartz, "Lullaby " and "Sun- 
burst" by York, and toe superb 
"Cadiz." "Granada" and 
“Asturias” by Albeniz, tran- 
scribed from the piano for the 
guitar by .Azkoul himself. 

Jad Azkoul cares about one 
essential aspect of music: the 
intrinsic beauty of its sound. 
The result is absolute musicali- 
ty. Few guitarists are able to 
reach such levels in tonal qual- 
ity. 

Azkoul doesn't try to 
impress toe audience with 
lightning-fast passages for 
example. Instead of fiashy 
gimmicks, the marvellous 
tones he manages to obtain 
from his instrument — a con- 
cert guitar made by George 
Lowden in Northern Ireland — 
leave a deep and. lasting 
impression on the listener. 
Only legends like Narciso 
Yepes. Julian Bream or 
Alexandre La govs can achieve 
such a lour de force. 

A genuine musician cannot 
be just an instrumental isL Azk- 
oul proves it by being a great 
communicator too. Whether 
introducing the pieces he plays 
or commenting on certain 
aspects of his an. he immedi- 
ately establishes a magical link 
with his audience. He does it 
with elegance, taste, an obvious 
sense of humour and mastery 
that only experience can bring. 

Guitar music lovers in 
Amman are looking forward to 
toe second concert Azkoul will 
present today, this time with 
Jordanian 'cud player Sokher 
Honor. 


what’s going on 


AMERICAN ARTS FESTIVAL 
■ *-Guittr and oud concert “East Meets West" by Jad Askoul 
land Sakfaer H attar at the American Center. Abdoun at 7:00 pan. 
1 PIANO RECITAL 

* Piano recital by 10-year-old Jordanian pianist Karim Saed 
.the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

SPRING FAIR 

- * Spring collection of ceramic items and rugs at Ben Al 
Bawadi showroom. Abdoun (Tel. 5925841/5930070.). until May 
24. 


ART SALE 

* Sale of personal oil paintings of artist Mohammad Al Kadi- 
'S (at his residence), Dahiyat Al Rashid, near Al Dawahi Hole!, 
CteL 5154567). 


Al Quds Al Arabi barred from entry 


AMMAN (AFP) — The 
Press and Publications 
Department (PPD) has 
banned a London-based 
Arabic newspaper from 
entering the country, the 
paper's Jordan correspon- 
dent saidTuesday. 

Bass am Badarin told 
Agence France Presse 
(AFP) that Al Quds AI 
Arabi in London had 
received a letter to this 
effect as had the paper’s 


distributor in Jordan. 

He added that in the last 
four months the depart- 
ment has confiscated 37 
issues of the paper, which 
sells between 300 and 
400 copies a day in Jor- 
dan, over articles consid- 
ered harmful to Jordan. 

PPD Director Bilal Tal 
said the department came 
to its decision “after mak- 


ing every attempt to open 
dialogue with the paper's 


Amman bureau” to ensure 
their commitment to 
"principles of profession- 
alism, objectivity and 
neutrality." 

Mr.Tal told AFP that Al 
Quds Al Arabi 's Amman 
bureau "persisted in pub- 
lishing reports and analy- 
ses that went against the 
simplest rules of profes- 
sional conduct and objec- 
tivity.” 


Political parties, unions mark 
50th anniversary of nakbeh 


B\ Franceses Ciriaci 


77.-.V. Staff He p-Tter 


AMMAN — Thirteen 
opposition portirN and the 
SO.oOO-'irc-ng Inion of 
Professional Association* 
are -l^ging cultural and 
artis:;c evens as we!! us 
political debates tc mark 
the Israeli occupation 
of 3rii:sh-mandaie Pales- 
tine. 

The initiatives, 

announced at a press con- 
ference fate last month, 
follow the government’s 
ban on 3 public rally 
planned for April 30 which 
was supposed to inaugu- 
rate :he series of commem- 
orative events. 

Arabs mark the 50th 

anniversary of the 
"nakbeh.” or catastrophe, 
on May 14. the date of the 
beginning of the first Arab- 
kraeli conflict. 

The climax of the pro- 
gramme is expected to be a 
public rally at the head- 
quarters of the Union of 
Professional Associations. 


in Shmeisani. on Friday 
evening. said Deputy 
Mohammad Ouran 

tTafllehi. head of the 
Higher Com mi nee for 
Coordination Among the 
Opposition Panics. 

Dr. Ourjn. who is also 
the secretary general of the 
left- lea nine Arab Land 
Pony, added that the rally 
will be preceded by the 
inauguration of the new 
headquarters of the Society 
Against Zionism and 
Racism in Jabai Al Nuzha 
earlier in the afternoon. 

The society is headed by 
outspoken opposition fig- 
ure Leith Shbeilat. who 
was sentenced yesterday to 
a nine-month prison term 
for instigating riots. 

In a telephone interview 
on Tuesday. Dr. Ouran told 
the Jordan Times that the 
opposition panic-' have 
decided to postpone a one- 
day march from Amman to 
Karameh. initially planned 
for this weekend, to June 
5. 

Dr. Ouran stressed that 


the event was rescheduled 
because it overlapped with 
other initiatives and that 
there were no political rea- 
sons behind the postpone- 
ment. 

The choice of Kurameh. 
opposition leaders said, 
was symbolic, as the small 
town in the Jordan Valley 
witnessed the victory of 
the Jordanian army and 
Palestinian fedayeen 
groups against raiding 
Israeli forces on March 21. 
196S. 

Among other joint initia- 
tives to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the nakbeh 
throughout the Kingdom, 
the 38.000-sirong Jordan 
Engineers Association and 
Jordan Writers Association 
are hosting a one-week 
programme, which will 
close on May 16. 

The programme includes 
art, clothing, handicrafts 
and book exhibitions, dra- 
mas. as well as lectures to 
be delivered by prominent 
politicians. 


National health plan is country’s 
main challenge — minister 


GENEVA i Petra » — The 
formulation of a national 
heal to plan to provide 
medical services to all Jor- 
danian citizens is toe main 
challenge facing the King- 
dom a- present, according 
:o Minister of Health and 
Medical Core Ashraf 
Kurds. 

In an address to the 51st 
meeting of toe World 
Health Organisation 

(WHOj in Geneva, the 
minister said that despite 
toe steady improvement in 
Jordan's health services, 
the county '•till faces 
major challenges including 
population growth and the 
increasing demands on 
public health services. 


Other challenges include 
creating a health academy, 
establishing a central labo- 
ratory' to control toe quali- 
ty of medical services and 
drawing up policies on 
advanced training for per- 
sonnel involved in the 
health field, said Dr. Kurdi. 

The WHO observes toe 
50to anniversary of its 
founding on May 14. and 
the occasion calls for a 
world- wide review of 
achiev einents in health 
fields, he added. 

Among toe WHO's 
achievements. Dr. Kurdi 
said, are the elimination of 
smallpox in 1980 and the 
struggle to ensure health 
for all by the year 2000. 


In Jordan, toe concerned 
authorities are exerting 
relentless efforts to pro- 
mote the standards of 
health services to meet 
future requirements. Dr. 
Kurdi said. 

The current WHO ses- 
sion, which ends this 
week, is covering world 
health issues, drug manu- 
facturing. prevention of 
contagious diseases, as 
well the general health 
condition of toe Arab pop- 
ulation in the occupied 
.Arab regions. Palestine's 
request to become a WHO 
member state and a special 
session ro mark the 50 to 
anniversary' of WHO's 
found ins. 


Columnist criticises ‘interference’ in 


upcoming press association elections 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special :• * the J> -rdan Times 


AMMAN — In the run-up 
to the July elections for 
the president and council 
of the Jordan Press Asso- 
ciation JPA.i, one of the 
candidates and Press and 
Publications Department 
iPPD> chief Bilal Tal had 
a head-on confrontation 
this week, promising a 
heated campaign. 

Criticising what he 
described as meddling in 
toe affairs of the JPA. 
columnist Bassem Sakijha 
wrote in Al Dusiour on 
Monday that Mr. Tal is 
interfering in toe upcom- 
ing elections by urging 
journalists to vote for his 
preferred candidate. 

He said Mr. Tal should 
act within his capacity as a 
government representative 
end deal with printed mat- 
ter and not with journalists 
and the association. 

Mr. Sakijha ran in the 
JPA previous elections in 
1996 and lost. 


So far only two candi- 
dates have announced that 
they are running for presi- 
dent in the July elections: 
Mr. Sakijha and incum- 
bent JPA President Seif 
Sharif. 

Sources have also indi- 
cated that the daily Al Ra'i 
plans to field a candidate. 

According to many, the 
early nomination of Mr. 
Sharif has lit the fuse of 
what is expected to be a 
light election battle. 

In his column. Mr. Saki- 
jha also accused Mr. Tal of 
campaigning and forming 
blocs in order to ensure 
that his candidate wins. 

"This is an unprecedent- 
ed and unacceptable 
occurrence.” he said. "The 
PPD director should not 
be allowed to interfere in 
the JPA's elections, even if 
he was a former col- 
league” 

Mr. Tal responded by 
informing that he was 
"still a member of the 
JPA.” 

He also expressed sur- 


prise at what he described 
as Mr. Sakijha’s "lack of 
knowledge" of the JPA's 
law. 

Mr. Tal added that even 
though he i* a government 
representative, he can be 
involved in the elections. 
"1 do not consider work- 
ing for the government a 
disgrace, rather an hon- 


our. 

He denied campaigning 
or forming blocs but said 
he has no scruples about 
exercising his rights. "I 
will so to the poll and 
elect whom I think is suit- 
able." 

Mr. Sakijha also blamed 
Mr. Tal for harming Jor- 
dan's image abroad by 
banning the entry of news- 
papers and denying the 
public access to the Inter- 
net. "Jordan topped toe 
list of countries consid- 
ered as restrictive to free- 
dom of expression,” he 
said. 

Mr. Tal responded that 
the accusation was "nau- 
seatins" 


R v ' 


4 World News 
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Britain says NATO 


key to calming Kosovo 


RHODES. Greece (R) — 
British Defence Secretary 
George Robertson said 
Tuesday that the (North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation) NATO 
should spearhead efforts to 
contain the violence in 
Kosovo because this would 
bring together Europe, 
Russia and the United 
States. 

In an interview with 
Reurers, Mr. Robertson also 
said the Western European 
Union tWEUi defence 
grouping had a role to play 
in the crisis in the Serbian 
province but that this likely 
would be limited to tr ainin g 
of border police in neigh- 
bouring Albania. 

He said WEU foreign and 
defence ministers, meeting 
on the Greek island of 
Rhodes, had concluded that 
rheir grouping would be 
most effective if it worked 
alongside North Atlantic 
Treaty OiganisationNATO. 

“The general view is that 
NATO has the military 
capability, is doing the 
assessment exercise at the 
moment and that it will 
bring the Americans with it 
and an interface with the 
Russians.” he said in the 
interview conducted on 
Rhodes. 

Russia has a special 
working relationship with 
the NATO. 

NATO ambassadors will 


meet at the alliance's 
Brussels headquarters 
Wednesday to discuss a 
series of options for con- 
taining the violence in 
Kosovo, where Serbian 
forces and ethnic Albanian 
separatists have been clash- 
ing. 

Ministers at the Rhodes 
meeting said that the 
options would include cre- 
ating a no-flight zone, 
putting observers into 
Kosovo and creating a mil- 
itary border patrol on 
Albania's frontier with 
Kosovo. 

Mr. Robertson acknowl- 
edged that the latter would 
be" an extremely difficult 
undertaking. 

“The border between 
Albania and Kosovo is 
very, very mountainous and 
therefore very difficult to 
police.” he said. 

The WEU, seen by some 
as a defence arm for the 
European Union, has been 
seeking a role. It has offi- 
cially been given the task of 
providing peacekeeping 
and humanitarian aid sup- 
port in situations where 
NATO and the United 
States do not want to go. 

Mr. Robertson said the 
WEU had only just begun 
to develop in this role and 
there was a “quiet resolu- 
tion’' among the group's 
members that it "should 
have some mission con- 


cerning Kosovo as long as 
it was alongside NATO. 

He said the WEU would 
expand its existing training 
programme for the 
Albanian police, with an 
emphasis on border patrols. 

WEU military planners 
would also start working 
with their NATO counter^ 
parts at Supreme 
Headquarters Allied 

Powers Europe (SHAPE) in 
Mons. Belgium, be said. 

With 28 countries 
involved in the WEU — 10 
fiiU members and IS 
observers or associates — 
the organisation is also a 
powerful vehicle for exert- 
ing political pressure on 
Belgrade, Mr. Robertson 
added. 

Britain has traditionally 
been among the least fer- 
vent supporters of the 
WEU. believing firmly that 
NATO is the key to 
European security and 
eschewing European inte- 
gration in general. 

Mr. Robertson confirmed 
that Britain had opposed at 
the meeting Monday a pro- 
posal by Belgium to set up 
a group of “wise men” to 
look into ways of beefing 
up the WEU. 

“We take the view that 
something (like this) side- 
lines policy when what is 
needed is action. Do we 
really need another in depth 
study?" 


China urges Taiwan to 
boost ties amid exercises 


BEIJING (R> — China 
Tuesday urged Taiwan to 
work on boosting ties as the 
island held a second day of 
large-scale military exercis- 
es. 

Monday, Taiwan kicked 
off three days of manoeu- 
vres but played down 
potentially provocative ear- 
lier statements that they 
were designed to thwart an 
invasion by China. 

Asked to comment on the 
exercises. Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao said Taiwan 
should work on improving 
cross-straits relations. 

We hope relevant authori- 
ties in Taiwan will do more 
chat is beneficial to improv- 
ing cross-straits relation- 
ship and exchanges and not 
the opposite. Mr. Zhu told a 
news briefing. He made no 
further comment on the 


issue. 

The main focus of 
Taiwan’s manoeuvres, 
involving Ml three armed 
services and reserve forces 
along its relatively undevel- 
oped eastern coast, would 
be air and sea defence and 
anti-landing jraming, 
according to Taiwan's 
defence ministry. 

China, with its three mil- 
lion-strong People's 
Liberation Army, has 
threatened to invade if the 
nationalist-ruled island 
abandoned its avowed goal 
of reunification with main- 
land China and declared 
independence. 

Beijing has viewed 
Taiwan as a renegade 
province since the 
Communists won a civil 
war on the mainland and 
drove the defeated national- 
ists onto the island in 1949. 


Macau court 
quizzes alleged 
gang boss 


MACAU (AP) — Toting 
assault rifles, about 20 
police officers in bullet- 
proof vests delivered a 
reputed crime boss to a 
court where he was ques- 
tioned for about four 
hours Tuesday. 

Wan Kuok-Koi. known 
as “Broken Tooth" Koi. ; 
an alleged leader of 
Macau’s biggest triad or 
Chinese gang, was later 
returned to his jail cell in 
this Portuguese enclave. 

He will stand trial for 
criminal association. He 
was detained earlier this 
month after a bomb 
destroyed the car of 
Macau's director of crim- 
inal investigation. 

The court reportedly 
questioned Mr. Wan 
about his alleged connec- 
tions with triads, but did 
not release a statement. 

Crime, believed related 
to triad activity, has spi- 
ralled in Macau in recent 
months. 

Three government 
employees have been 
shot dead in broad day- 
light in assassination- 
style killings since 
March. The victims 
included the govern- 
ment’s No. 3 gambling 
inspector. 

Macau, a Portuguese- 
administered territory of 


just 21 -square-kilometres 
in south China near Hong 
Kong, derives about half 
of its revenue from gam- 
bling. 

The violence has grown 
increasingly public as tri- 
ads fight over shrinking 
profits at the fringes of 

the business, hit by 
Asia's economic down- 
turn. 

Unknown assailants 
have firebombed vehicles 
across the territory in 
three of the past four 
nights. No one was 
injured in the attacks. 

Police arrested 10 peo- 
ple following a raid on an 
apartment near the border 
with China after the most 
recent arson attacks 
Monday. 

Police said they seized 
two homemade bombs, 
cans of gasoline and 
empty bottles that were 
to be used for more 
Molotov cocktail bombs. 

Macau returns to 
Chinese rule on Dec. 20. 
1999. According to a 
China-backed Hong 


Kong newspaper, a senior 
Chinese official 


last 

week called on members 
of a Beijing-appointed 
committee to handle 
Macau’s transition to 
come up with measures 
to deal with the violence. 


Wounded 
journalist 
appeals to 
colleagues 
not to be 
silenced 


SOFIA. Bulgaria (AP) — A 
top crime reporter badly 
wounded in a sulphuric acid 
attack appealed from her hos- 
pital bed Tuesday to fellow 
journalists not to be hounded 
into silence. 

“Colleagues, for us there is 
no other way.” Anna Zarkova 
said in the appeal apparently 
taped by a relative in hospital 
— where Ms. Zarkova is 
under police guard — and 
broadcast on private Radio 
Dank. 

“If they don't splash arid in 
your face as a journalist, 
tomorrow they will kill you in 
the street as a citizen. That’s 
how crime escalates in this 
country." 

Journalists across the main- 
stream political spectrum 
vowed not to be silenced by 
the attack, which may have 
cost Ms. Zarkova sight in her 
left eye. 

The 40-year-old crime 
reporter, married with two 
children, stood at a Sofia bus 
stop Monday morning when 
an unknown assailant hurled 
acid at her. 

ChiefTsvetan Markov said it 
will be two more days before 
doctors can tell if she loses 
sight in the eye. 

Ms. Zarkova has three times 
won a national award for 
investigative journalism for 
stories exposing organised 
crime and corruption in the 
biggest selling Trud daily. She 
arid her family and cot leagues 
repeatedly have been threat- 
ened 

“Allhough this anack was 
against Anna it was an attack 
against all her colleagues ” 
said Trud Ediior-in-Chief 
Tosho Toshev. “Someone 
wants to seal our lips. But we 
won't stop speaking.” 

He called the attack “part of 
the war against media 3nd free- 
dom of speech" in Bulgaria, 
where successive governments 
after the 1989 overthrow of 
Communism ignored — or 
even colluded with — the rise 
of organised crime. 

“Attacking journalists is a 
terrorist act against freedom,” 
commented Trud’s biggest 
rival the 24 Hours daily. 

Earlier this year, a handmade 
bomb exploded outside Trud’s 
offices in downtown Sofia, 
injuring nobody. 



Major divisions remain 
between Kosovo 
leaders, Belgrade 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFPl — U.S. special 
envoys Richard 

Holbrooke and Robert 
Gel bard held fresh talks 
Tuesday with Kosovo 
Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova. a day after 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic 
rebuffed their bid for for- 
eign mediation of the 
growing crisis in Kosovo. 

Mr. Holbrooke said after 
the meeting with Mr. 
Rugova that "the distance 
between the two sides still 
remains very substantial.” 
He said the talks with 
Mr. Rugova were “very 
useful.” and added that 
they would. hold another 
meeting with Mr. 
Milosevic later Tuesday. 

“We are as always 
impressed by Dr. 
Rugova's commitment to 
peaceful non-violent solu- 
tion of the problem.” said 
Mr. Holbrooke. 

“We will have nothing 
further to say except to 
emphasise that the dis- 
tance between the two 
sides still remains very 
substantial." he conclud- 
ed. 

The two envoys have 
held two four-hour ses- 
sions of talks with the 
Yugoslav president since 
Saturday. 

They last met with Mr. 
Rugova in the Kosovo 
capital Sunday. That 
meeting had been fol- 
lowed by talks with 
Albanian leaders in 
Tirana. 

Albanian leaders 

Tuesday rejected for the 
13th time in two months 
an invitation from the 
Serbian authorities to hold 
talks. Until Belgrade 
agrees to the presence of 
an international mediator 


they will not come to the 
negotiating table, they 
say. 

The talks had been 
offered by Serbian Prime 
Minister Ratko Markovic 
to discuss a provisional 
decision on the status of 
Kosovo and a draft plan 
for local self-government. 

After Sunday's talks, 
Mr. Milosevic decried 
external pressure being 
brought to bear on what 
he described as an internal 
matter for his country, 
according to a report by 
the official Tanjug news 
agency. 

Kosovo's mainly ethnic- 
Albanian population is 
seeking greater indepen- 
dence from Belgrade. Mr. 
Milosevic revoked the 
autonomy of the southern 
Serbian province in 1989 
when he was Yugoslav 
Communist Party leader. 

A Serbian crackdown on 
Kosovo province since 
March has left some 100 
people dead. 

Mr. Milosevic has stead- 
fastly refused any foreign 
mediation despite mount- 
ing concern by interna- 
tional organisations that a 
civil war could be devel- 
oping in the province. 

Two Albanians were 
killed in Pristina early 
Tuesday, one of whom 
died in a shoot-out with 
Serbian police. The body 
of the other man was 
found riddled with bullets 
in a house, but the circum- 
stances of his death were 
unclear, the Albanian 
Human Rights Committee 
said. 

An independent radio 
station in Belgrade. B-52, 
reported that one person 
died in an attack against 
Serbian police in Pristina. 


AI warns of violence 
against Argentine 


reporters 


BUENOS AIRES f AFP) 
— Violence against 
Argentine reporters has 
intensified over the past 
two years, the Human 
Rights group Amnesty 
International said in a 
report issued here. 

The report, issued late 
Monday, states that 
attacks on members of 
the news media “put 
freedom of expression at 
great risk,” 

The Amnesty report 
looks at 33 cases of jour- 
nalists and their families 
who were attacked or 
threatened since the 
high-profile murder* of 
photojoumalist Jose Luis 
Cabezas in Januarv 
1997. 

Cabezas had been doc- 
umenting the links 
between organised 


crime, politicians and the 
police. 

“The current climate of 
intimidation can lead to 
self-censorship, which 
could in turn have a con- 
siderable effect on the 
protection of human 
rights in Argentina," 
Amnesty representatives 
Federico Andreu and 
Virginia Schopee told 
reporters. 

The Argentine 

Reporters Union has 
documented more than 
113 threats against jour- 
nalists in the last years, 
Mr. Andreu and Mr. 
Schopee said. 

Most alarming is that 
there have been no prop- 
er investigations into any 
of the threats against the 
press, the Amnesty' rep- 
resentatives noted. 


Yeltsin says nuclear 
weapons have no 




•- - * 



MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said Tuesday that 
nuclear weapons had no 
future and would ultimate- 
ly be eradicated altogether. 

In a question-and-answer 
session carried live on the 
Internet, Mr. Yeltsin said: 
The future does not 
belong to nuclear weapoos. 
In the final analysis we will 
eli mina te nuclear 


weapons. 

Mr. Yeltsin said earlier 
Tuesday that pushing the 
much-delayed START II 
nuclear disarmament treaty 
through a reluctant Russian 
parliament remained a top 
priority for the country. 


“We put forward an ini- 
tiative to reduce nuclear 
weapons ” Mr. Yeltsin said 
in his Internet chaL “Then 
we signed a treaty with 
(U.S. President) Bill 
Clinton to reduce strategic 
nuclear weapons. I think 
that in the very near future 
this treaty will be ratified. 

“It will provide for a fur- 
ther reduction in strategic 
nuclear weapons by 
approximately two to three 
tunes,” he added. “We not 
only support but we put 
forward this initiative and 
we try to pull others into it 
too. We are trying to push 
our parliament.” 

START n, which pro- 


vides for a two-thirds 
reduction in nuclear arsB- 
nals, was ratified bp 
U.S. Senate in January - 
1996, but has been blocked 
by opposition deputies in 
the Duma, who say tfee 
accord puts Moscow - a -a 
disadvantage. 

The treaty would leave 
Russia with 3,000 war- 
heads by 2003, white the 
United States would be 
allowed to keep 3,500 
nuclear warheads. ’ !■ 

Mr. Yeltsin is expected to 
discuss disarmament issues 
later this week with 
President Clinton on the 
sidelines of a G 8 summit in 
Birmingham, England. 


Ethnic Albanian leader Ibrahim Rugova (left) leads the 
way to U.S. mediators Richard Holbrooke (right) and 
Robert Gelbard (centre) after their talks on the Kosovo 
crisis in Pristina (Reuters photo) 


Movie star takes lead role 
in Philippine vote count 


MANILA (AFP) — Former 
movie star Joseph Estrada 
took a crashing lead 
Tuesday in major exit polls 
and early ballot counts in 
the race for the Philippine 
presidency. 

Mr. Estrada, the vice 
president and opposition 
leader, had about one third 
of the votes and was far 
ahead of his nearest rival. 
House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia. 

“I hope they will be gen- 
tlemen enough to see the 
light and be a good sport 
and they should concede as 
early as possible,” Mr. 
Estrada said of his oppo- 
nents. Mr. de Venecia 
rejected the polls. 

With just 0.6 per cent of 
Monday’s ballots counted, 
Mr. Estrada had 56303 


votes, or 30.6 per cent of 
the total, according to the 
National Citizens' 

Movement for Free 
Elections. 

The body has been 
accredited to conduct a 
“quick count” expected to 
take about two weeks but 
the first results are unreli- 
able. It placed Mr. de 
Venecia fifth with just 
18,005, or 9.8 per cent. 

The respected pollster 
Social Weather Stations 
released its exit poll of 
4,800 people from all 
regions which it said had a 
margin of error of less than 

1.5 percent. 

It gave Mr. Estrada 38.7 
per cent and Mr. de Venecia 

16.5 per cent 

The poll agreed with 
other major surveys. 


Mr. Estrada garnered 34.6 
per cent of the' vote accord- 
ing to an exit poll of 41,840 
voters conducted around 
the country by DZRH radio 
station with Channel Nine 
television. 

Mr. de Venecia had 16.8 
per cent, it said, adding that 
the margin of error was two 
to three per cent 

An exit poll by AMA 
Computer College of 7,763 
voters gave Mr. Estrada 30 
per cent and Mr. de Venecia 
17 per cent. It forecast Mr. 
Estrada’s share would rise 
as data from northern areas 
rolled in. 

However the ruling Lakas 
(Strength) party, citing an 
exit poll taken by a group it 
commissioned, said Mr. de 
Venecia led Mr. Estrada 27 
per cent to 26 per cent. 


Former nurse hid medication 
for dozens of patients 


■■I * t, 't ji-j •_:i 


DALLAS ( AP) — A former 
nurse said he stashed the 
medication intended for 
dozens of patients in his 
locker when he got too busy 
to administer the drugs. 

Three of the nurse's 
patients who did not receive 
their medication have died, 
and prosecutors are trying 
to determine whether their 
deaths had anything to do 
with the withheld prescrip- 
tions. 

St. Paul Medical Centre 
discovered the breach in 
November — 10 months 
after David Mark Anthony, 
29, was fired for reasons 
unrelated to patient care. 


hospital spokeswoman Ann 
Harper said. 

Anthony's locker was 
opened, and administrators 
found dozens of plastic 
bags containing intravenous 
medicine with patients’ 
names on the labels, she 
said. 

Ms. Harper said hospital 
officials turned over the 
information to the district 
attorney’s office in 
February after an internal 
investigation confirmed 
that 74 patients had not 
received their prescribed 
medication. 

Anthony was employed at 
the hospital from May 1991 


until January 1997 and 
worked in several areas of 
the hospitaL including its 
cardiac care unit Ms. 
Harper said. 

Anthony said he failed to 
give medication 157 times. 
He said his actions went 
undetected because he 
signed each patient's chart 
to indicate that the medica- 
tion had been administered. 

“1 would never intention- 
ally hurt anyone, certainly 
not the patients,” Anthony 
said. He said there was not 
enough time to give all of 
the medication to some 
patients, “so I just didn’t do 
it.” 


Italy working on 
mudslide evacuation plan 


SARNO, Italy (AP) — With 
rain in the forecast. Italy’s 
top civil defence officials 
went to work Tuesday on an 
evacuation plan for the 
region where at least 135 
people died last week in 
mudslides. 

“There was no plan the 
first time,” said civil 
defence spokesman Paolo 
Femeti. “To be caught with- 
out one a second time 
would be criminal.” 

He said a helicopter with 
an ultra-sensitive camera 
was flying over Mount 
Samo photographing the 


slide area. The pictures will 
be used by geologists to 
estimate where any new 
danger lies. 

Scientists are working on 
an early-warning system 
using sensors placed "along 
the mountain’s slopes. They 
are also studying ways to 
divert future slides before 
they reach any of the six 
towns at Mount Same’s 
base. 

Civil protection officials 
said the plan should be fin- 
ished in a few days. 

More than 3,000 rescue 
workers, meanwhile, con- 


tinued digging through lay- 
ers of sun-baked mud and 
debris in search of the about 
150 people still missing. A 
team of psychiatrists was in 
the area couns ellin g sur- 
vivors. 

Residents of the hard-hit 
region in southern . Italy 
have blasted the govern- 
ment for not doing enough 
to avert last week’s tragedy. 

Mr. Femeti said Tuesday 
that even if there had been 
an evacuation plan, it might 
not have saved man y lives 
because the slides were so 
“sudden and unexpected.” 


Chinese schoolboy commits 
suicide after being sent home 


BEU1NG (AFP) — A 12- 
year-old Chinese schoolboy 
hanged himself after being 
sent home from school for 
failing to finish his home- 
work, the official Xinhua 
news agency said Tuesday. 

Li Xingrui. a student at 
Urumqi in the northwestern 
region of Xinjiang, was sent 
home on the morning of 
May 7 and told to copy 
lessons from his Chinese 
textbooks for failing to fin- 
ish his homework. 


The agency quoted the 
China Youth Daily as say- 
ing the boy cried and plead- 
ed with his teacher, who 
asked one of his classmates 
to call his father. The father 
was asked to take his son 
home. 

Mr. Li was said to be 
unruly and was often criti- 
cised by teachers for his 
poor classroom perfor- 
mance. the newspaper said. 

The official agency said 
China’s education system 


had come under fire in 
recent yeans for putting 
unreasonable emphasis on 
exam results, to the detri- 
ment of developing person- 
al qualities and cultivated 
qualities. 

it said several suicides 
and a general outcry 
prompted the education 
ministry to reform the pri- 
mary and middle schopl 
curricula and the university 
entrance e xaminatio n sys- 
tem. - ' 
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World News 

150 junta 
remnants 
killed in 
Sierra 
Leone 
assault 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 13, 1998 


FREETOWN (AFP.) — Some 
150 remnant supporters of 
Sierra Leone's ousted military 
regime were killed when 
Nigerian intervention forces 
and loyalist militia fighters 
staged a surprise assault on 
two towns in the extreme east 
of the country, an independent 
radio station reported Tuesday. 

The assault took place in the 
early hours of Monday in 
Koindu, 320 kilometres east of 
Freetown and Buedu, 20 kilo- 
metres to the south, according 
to Manakeh radio, broadcast- 
ing from the northern town of 
Makeni. 

The intervention force, 
known as ECOMOG, which 
advanced from the Guinean 
border, also captured 30 sup- 
porters of the junta it toppled 
in February, the radio said 
Koindu and Buedu are in the 
Kailahun district, long a 
stronghold of the 
Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF), a rebel group which, 
having waged a devastating 
civil war since 1991, rallied to 
the junta shortly after junior 
army officers seized power in 
May 1997. 

According to witnesses 
quoted in the radio report, the 
assault came as the junta sup- 
porters were “merrymaking’’ 
in nightclubs they had erected 
The incident was one of the 
worst defeats suffered by 
faces of the ousted regime 
since ECOMOG flushed it 
from Freetown in February, 
paving the way for the retu^B.^ 
of the exiled ejected president 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, in 
March. 

Since then. ECOMOG, 
working with civil defence 
faces such as Kamajor tradi- 
tional hunters, has taken con- 
trol of many towns in Siena 
Leone. 

In response, the junta sup- 
porters and their rebel allies 
have taken to terrorising the 
rural civilian population and 
(he impoverished country’s 
hospitals have been filling up 
with victims of crude amputa- 
tions of hands, feet and ears. 

ECOMOG authorities have 
repeatedly stressed they intend 
to rid Sierra Leone of all rebels 
and junta remnants. 

ECOMOG’s military 
strength has been boosted by 
weapons supplied by a British 
arms supply and mercenary 
firm, Sandline International, 
according to government offi- 
cials in Freetown. 

Alleged British involvement 
in the arms shipment, which 
defied a U.N. embargo, has 
sparked a political row in 
London. 



Indonesian human rights activist Desmon Mahesa speaks at a news conference in 
Jakarta. Mahesa, who was kidnapped and released after two months, broke his 
silence Tuesday and testified that he was tortured during his detention. Mahesa, who 
is also a lawyer, said he was kidnapped on Feb. 3 by unidentified men near his office 
in Jakarta (Reuters photo) 

Indonesian activist tells 
of torture, abduction 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesian lawyer 

Desmond Mahesa told 
Tuesday how he was 
abducted at gun point and 
held for two months by 
members of an organised 
group in the second such 
testimony to be aired in the 
country. 

“I have to tell the truth.” 
Mr. Mahesa told journalists 
at a press conference at the 
Indonesian Legal Aid foun- 
dation. 

He said he was speaking 
out even though he was told 
not to say anything by his 
captors because he. his fam- 
ily and friends had been 
repeatedly hassled by peo- 
ple he believed were securi- 
ty officials since hisrelease 
on April' 3.- They wanted to - 
i&jQ# JtfjteJftWl Aad tjefcff. 

Mr. Mahesa, who heads 
the Nusantara private legal 
aid foundation, said he was 
kidnapped at gun-point by 
two men shortly after get- 
ting off a public mini-bus in 
Central Jakarta on Feb. 3. 

He said he was blindfold- 
ed and taken to an unknown 
location where he was inter- 
rogated and tortured later 
that same day. 

“My hands were hand- 
cuffed to a chair, my feet 
were handcuffed ... I was 
given electric shocks, beat- 
en and shoes (feet) were 
shoved into ray chest,” Mr. 
Mahesa said. 

The press conference here 
was also attended by mem- 
bers of the National 
Co mmi ssion on Human 
Rights and four officers 
from the national police 
headquarters. 

Mr. Mahesa gave the 
same details about his 
abduction as Pius 
Lustrilanang who was the 
first to tell the commission 
about his kidnapping in tes- 
timony on April 27. 


Mr. Lustrilanang and Mr. 
Mahesa were among a 
group of several students 
and activists to have been 
reported missing in January 
only to resurface later. 

"Desmond (Mahesa) gave 
the same information as 
Pius so his testimony only 
reinforces Pius’ statement.” 
commission member Albert 
Hasibuan said. 

The commission conclud- 
ed after Mr. Lusirilanang's 
testimony that he had been 
abducted by an organised 
group but fell short of 
pointing the finger at the 
security forces. The military 
have denied any knowledge 
of or involvement in the 
disappearances and pledged 
to investigate., 

. Echoing. Mr. 

Sistrilauangs : statement. 
Mr. Mahesa said he was 
kept for exactly two months 
in a cell where he also con- 
versed writh several other 
activists, including Mr. 
Lustrilanang. incarcerated 
in other celfs. 

However, he said he was 
only tortured once, on the 
day of his abduction. 

He named six other 
activists whom he said were 
at one rime or another 
detained in the same build- 
ing. 

Students have led weeks 
of protests in Indonesia 
calling for political and eco- 
nomic reforms amid the 
country’s worst ever finan- 
cial crisis. 

On the day before Mr. 
Mahesa was released his 
captors told him to sat 1 that 
he had been in Irian Jaya on 
a mission instead of being 
detained. 

In return, he was taken to 
the airport on April 3 and 
given a ticket to 
Banjarmasin. South 

Kalimantan, his home town. 

"I was also told to report 


periodically about my 
whereabouts until May 1 bv 
contacting a pager number." 
he said giving the number. 
He was on!} told to relay 
the number of the telephone 
where he could be reached. 

One person uho had 
come to question his family 
and friends after his release 
had been in uniform while 
others had claimed to 
belong to the security 
forces. 

“Up until this day. there 
are still seven people miss- 
ing.” said Munir, a lawyer 
of the Legal Aid Institute, 
naming them, all activists. 

Mr. Lustrilanang left for 
the Netherlands on the same 
day he testified at the com- 
mission. He has since talked 
about his abduction in sev- 
eral countries, including in 
the United States. 

Mr. Mahesa said he has no 
intention of leaving the 
country' until all the cases of 
the disappearance have 
been solved. 

"I am prepared to give 
information where ever 1 
am needed ... to whatever 
institution is interested in 
the case of the disappear- 
ances,” Mr. Mahesa said. 

Munir said Mr. Mahesa. 
accompanied by a team of 
lawyers would provide 
information about his 
ordeal to the military police 
headquarters on 

Wednesday. 

Military chief General 
Wiranto has said the armed 
forces have ser up a small 
team to investigate the dis- 
appearances and whether 
any members of the military 
were involved. 

Mr. Hasibuan said they 
will await the military's 
findings but if they "gave 
rise to doubts we ( the com- 
mission) will set up an inde- 
pendent team" to probe the 
cases. 


China condemns Indian 
nuclear tests as destabilising 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
Tuesday condemned 
India's nuclear tests as a 
threat to regional peace. 

"India’s conducting of 
nuclear test runs against 
international trend and is 
detrimental to the peace 
and stability' of the South- 
Asian region.” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao was quoted as 
saying by the official 
Xinhua news agency. 

The spokesman said the 
Chinese government is 
"seriously concerned” 
about the three test blasts 
carried out Monday. 

He cited gradual progress 
made in global nuclear 
arms reductions, the recent 
extension of a non-prolifer- 
ation treaty and the signing 
last year of the 
Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty iCTBT) by 
most countries. 

China look 24 hours to 
officially react to Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee's surprise 

announcement and was the 
Iasi of the five recognised 
nuclear powers to issue a 
statement. 

China is India's only 
neighbour with a proven 
nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. although rival 
Pakistan is also believed 
capable of producing 


nuclear arms. 

At a press conference ear- 
lier. Mr. Zhu refused to 
comment on whether the 
tests would prompt China 
to resume iis own nuclear 
tests, suspended since July 
1 996, afte r w hich China 
signed the CTBT. 

China fought a border 
war with India in 1962. and 


tensions between the two 
giant neighbours — which 
had been on a gradual 
upwards trend — flared last 
week after India's defence 
minister. George 

Fernandes, identified China 
as India’s “number-one 
threat." 

He said "the potential 
threat from China is (treater 


! India nuclear blast 
j surprised U.S. intelligence 

{WASHINGTON (AFP) — India's nuclear blast took U.S. 
[intelligence agencies by surprise, the Washington Times 
reported Tuesday, citing top government intelligence off- 
icials. 

! The intelligence groups charged with monitoring such 
•blasts were embarrassed to admit that India managed to 
[deceive U.S. satellites and ground spies during the weeks 
Reading to the test explosion Monday in northwestern 
[India. 

! “We had zero warning,” an administration official close 
'to the CIA told the Times. 

The L'.S. National Security Agency 1 (NSA) and the U.S. 
^National Reconnaissance Offices (NRQ) rely on spy satel- 
lites to monitor preparations for nuclear tests, 
j However a Senate aide told the newspaper that not one of] 
[three tests that India carried out before Monday's blast was 
^detected. 

j The Indians “went out of their way to do it in a way that 
{wouldn't be detected,” an unnamed top government off- 
icial told the Washington Times. “We've been watching the 
[site fairly carefully and on a fairly regular basis.” 
i One specialist consulted by the newspaper — John Pike, 
ja technical intelligence specialist with the Federation of] 
| American Scientists — called the U.S. inability to foresee 
{the nuclear blast “the intelligence failure of (he decade." 


than that from Pakistan and 
any person concerned about 
India's security must agree 
with that fact." 

The comments pro\ oketi 
a harsh reaction from 
China's foreign ministry. 

But Mr. Fernandes ’fol- 
lowed up with more anti- 
China rhetoric Thursday. 

calling for stronger 

defences along the two 
countries' border. 

“Some Indian officials 
recently repeatedly made 
remarks against China. 
We'\ e already expressed 
our deep regret." Mr. Zhu 
said Tuesday. 

Beijing criticised 

Washington in July lust 
year for conducting low - 
ievel tests, but has in turn 
been accused of supplying 
nuclear technology to 
Pakistan. 

The 1962 Sino-indian 
border war led to a virtual 
freeze in bilateral ties for 
14 years, but relations have 
been on the mend, with sev- 
eral recent high-level visits. 

People’s Liberation Army 
chief General Fu Quanyou 
visited India last month. 

India says China still 
holds 40,000 square kilo- 
metres of its territory in 
Kashmir, while China lays 
claim to a swathe of Indian 
territory in the fur eastern 
state of Arunaehal Pradesh. 


Eight 
injured 
after plane 
catches fire 
in Tokyo 

TOKYO (AFP) — Eight 
people were injured after 
an engine caught fire on a 
United Airlines aircraft on 
the runway of Tokyo's 
Narita airport Tuesday, 
officials said. 

The Boeing 747, flight 
UA 801 which was w aiting 
to take off for Hong Kong, 
was immediately evacuat- 
ed after the incident at 
6:20 p.m. [0920 GMT), an 
airport official said. 

Eight people were 
injured as they left the air- 
craft. the official said. It 
was not immediately clear 
how many passengers 
were on the aircraft. 

The fire broke out in the 
aircraft's number one 
engine, on the left wing, 
and was quickly extin- 
guished. 

Television footage 
showed the empty aircraft 
standing on the runway 
with all its emergency 
evacuation chutes 

deployed. 


New data shows economic benefits of 
cholesterol-lowering in healthy population 


LO 




ATLANTA, Georgia — The 
cholesterol-lowering drug 
lovastaiin is the first "statin" 
the therapy ever shown to 
^duce expensive cardiovas- 
cular-related hospitalisa- 
tions and surgical proce- 
dures in men and women 
with normal or near-normal 
cholesterol — lowering 
these events by 29 per cent 
— according to the final 
results of the ; Air 
Fdrce/Texas Coronary 
Athersclerosis Prevention 
Study (AFCAPS/TexCAPS) 
Presented today at the 
American College of 
Cardiology annual meeting. 

AFCAPS/TexCAPS was 
^signed to determine life 
treatment with lovastaiin 
would decrease first coro- 
“aty events such as heart 
JJteck or the chest pain 
*°iowq as unstable angina 
requiring hospitalisation in 
recn and women without 
heart disease who have 
average LDL (or “bad”) 
cholesterol and reduced 
(or “good”) choles- 
teroL 


Data presented at ACC 
showed that lovastatin 
reduced the risk for first 
heart attack by 40 per cent. 
The study began in 1990 
and was scheduled to con- 
clude in 1998, but was 
ended early due to 
favourable results in the 
study population. 

‘‘The AFCAPS results 
affirm the significant clini- 
cal and economic value of 
lowering cholesterol in gen- 
erally healthy people never 
before considered eligible 
for cholesterol-lowering 
treatment, said Antonio M. 
Gotto, Jr*. M.D., D. Phil., 
Stephen and Suzanne Weiss 
Dean of Cornell University 
Medical College, Chairman 
and Spokesman for the 
AFCAPS/TexCAPS 
Steering Committee. 

“To determine whether 
someone is at risk for heart 
disease, it is important to 
know the HDL cholesterol 
level in addition to the total 
cholesterol. For those 
patients who have low HDL 
levels despite normal ioial 


cholesterol levels, treatment 
with lovastatin can signifi- 
cantly reduce the risk of 
heart attack and help people 
live healthier lives.” 

Further analysis of 
AFCAPS found that treat- 
ment with lovastatin in this 
population had costs and 
benefits similar to the com- 
mon clinical practice of 
using antihypertensive ther- 
apy to prevent heart attacks 
in people with high blood 
pressure. 

“The data from AFCAPS 
show that treatment with 
lovastatin to lower choles- 
terol in generally healthy 
people at risk for’heait dis- 
ease is as justifiable as the 
use of antihypertensive 
medication in a similar pop- 
ulation." Dr. Gotto said. 

The AFCAPS data was 
evaluated to assess the 
effect of treatment with 
lovastatin on the use of 
health care resources, 
including hospitalisations 
and procedures such as 
bypass and angioplasty to 
clear blocked arteries. The 


final analysis of 
AFCAPS/TexCAPS demon- 
strated that therapy with 
lovastatin resulted in: 

— 29 per cent fewer hos- 
pitalisations and cardio- 
vascular procedures 
( including both diag- 
nostic and therapeutic 
proceduresi 

— 32 per cent fewer thera- 
peutic procedures (e.g.. 
heart surgery or angio- 
plasty) 

— 23 per cent fewer diag- 
nostic tests (e.g., elec- 
trocardiograms, cardiac 
catheterisations) 

— 28 per cent lower total 
cardiovascular disease 
costs. 

According to the 
American Heart 

Association, direct and indi- 
rect costs of cardiovascular 
disease, which include med- 
ical therapies and interven- 
tions as well as costs to 
patients and families such as 
lost wages, disability pay- 
ments and nursing home 
expeases, are estimated to 
total more than S274 billion 


in 1998. Last year, hospital- 
isations for cardiovascular 
disease alone are estimated 
to cost nearly SI 20 billion. 

Despite recent therapeutic 
advances, every 33 seconds 
an American dies of cardio- 
vascular disease. That trans- 
lates into more than 954.000 
deaths annually or 42 per 
cent of all deaths in the U.S. 
each year. 

The American Heart 
Association estimates that in 
the next year, as many as l .5 
million Americans will suf- 
fer a first or recurrent heart 
attack, and one-third will 
die as a result 

Lovastatin, which is avail- 
able in 85 countries, is wide- 
ly known as MEVACORTM 
and is currently used by 
three million patients world- 
wide. It was introduced in 
1987 by MSD. a research- 
driven pharmaceutical com- 
pany that discovers, devel- 
ops, manufactures and mar- 
kets a broad range of innov- 
ative health care products. 

Middle East Health News 


Cambodian forces make 
advances against Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH tR ) — 
Cambodian government 
troops have advanced 
against Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas in the north of the 
counny. capturing rebel 
positions near the Thai bor- 
der and two tanks, military 
officials said Tuesday. 

Soldiers were searching 
for Khmer Rouge chief Ta 
Mok and other rebel lead- 
ers. but their whereabouts 
remained a mystery, they 
said. 

Regional military' com- 
mander General Chea Mon 
said government forces had 
seized Khmer Rouge posi- 
tions at Choara. in forested 
high ground near the bor- 
der. 

“We totally captured the 
Choam area yesterday 
afternoon. We captured one 
tank abandoned by the 
Khmer Rouge and one 
armoured vehicle.” the 
general told Reuters. 

He said some Khmer 
Rouge fighters had appar- 
ently fled across the border 
to refugee camps in 
Thailand, others had scat- 
tered in the jungle and five 
had defected to the govern- 
ment. 

Another senior military 
official said a second 
Khmer Rouge tank was 
caprured early Tuesday. 

The Khmer Rouse have 


been crippled by a wave of 
mass defections to the gov- 
ernment since late March 
when disgruntled troops 
mutinied and seized their 
headquarters at Anlong 
Veng, about 16 km south of 
the border. 

Ta Mok and his loyalists 
withdrew to an escarpment 
running along the border 
with Thailand where they 
have been battling govern- 
ment troops. 

Former Khmer Rouge 
chief Pol Pot, under whose 
1975-79 rule an estimated 
1.7 million people per- 
ished, died in the shrinlang 
rebel zone on April 15. 

Gen. Chea Mon said Ta 
Mok’s loyalists were being 
reduced by a daily trickle 
of defections to the govern- 
ment. and he now had only 
about 100 fighters com- 
pared with about 300 sev- 
eral weeks ago. 

He said after the weekend 
gains, the remaining fight- 
ers have no choice, they 
will defect. However, Thai 
military' sources monitor- 
ing the fighting on the 
Cambodian side of the bor- 
der say Ta Mok has about 
1 ,000 men. 

The Cambodian com- 
manders said Ta Mok’s 
whereabouts were not 
know'n, but they speculated 
he might have slipped into 


Thailand. 

Thai Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai assured 
Cambodian leader Hun Sen 
in talks in Bangkok last 
week there were no Khmer 
Rouge leaders in Thailand 
and if any crossed the bor- 
der they would be arrested. 

The Cambodian govern- 
ment says it wants fa Mok 
and two other top Khmer 
Rouge officials — Khicu 
Samphan and Nuon Chea 
— brought before an inter- 
national tribunal to answer 
for their roles during Pol 
Pot’s rule. 

A Thai business associate 
of Ta Mok said the guerril- 
la boss was now under the 
control of his army chief of 
staff. Khem Nguon. in for- 
est near ihe Sangum border 
pass. 

It's no: house arrest but 
he's under the control of 
Khem Nguon and he's not 
allow ed to contact am one. 
the businessman told 
Reuters in Bangkok. They 
blame him for being so 
stubborn and slicking to his 
tough stand. Some analysis 
of the secretive guerrilla 
group have said Ta Mok's 
authoritarian leadership 
and his refusal io share the 
spoils of logging deals led 
to the March mutiny and 
the subsequent defections 
and military losses. 


Hijacked tanker crew kept 
on board pending query 


SINGAPORE ( R i — The crew 
of the Petra Ranger oil tanker, 
intercepted by Chinese authori- 
ties after ii was hijacked last 
month, will not be released 
until an investigation is com- 
plete, its agents said Tuesday. 

All the crew and captain are 
on board, they are being looked 
after by the marine police. They 
are getting provisions and are 
treated quite well sad CAL 
Tan. executive director of 
Pea-oships Pie Ltd. the manag- 
ing agents. 

He was speaking by tele- 
phone from Haikou, the capital 
of the southern Chinese island 
province of Hainan. 

Mr. Tan said the 21 -member 
crew, including Australian 
Master Kenneth Blyth. 
received almost daily visits 
from the Australian and 
Malaysian consuls. 

He said the Chinese authori- 
ties have not indicated how 
long the investigations would 
take or when the crew, who 
have been is Haikou since 
April 26. would be allowed to 


leave. 

Nobody can tell us (when 
investigations would be overt. 
All they say is we have to be 
patient They said it's a com- 
plex case involving many 
countries, Mr. Tan said. 

Mr. Tan, who has not been on 
board the Malaysian-owned 
and registered Pemo Ranger, 
said only die consuls woe 
allowed to see the crew, and he 
was told they are in good spir- 
its. 

The)' are well taken care of... 
(but) if it drags on it could 
affect the morale. They are in 
high spirits, Mr. Tan said. 

The 12.357 deadweight 
tonne vessel was reported miss- 
ing one day after it set sail from 
Singapore on April 16 bound 
for Ho Chi Mirth city in south- 
ern Vietnam laden with 11,165 
tonnes of diesel and kerosene 
worth S 1 5 million. 

The tanker was detained in 
Chinese waters while attempt- 
ing io smuggle the cargo, and 
12 Indonesians were detained 
on charges of piracy, smug- 


gling and illegal entry, a Hainan 
official said on May 4. 

The 1 2 have not been 
charged yeu Mr. Tan said, he 
said the crew were found 
unharmed and have undergone 
medical check-ups to make 
sure that they were all right. 

The tanker’s crew is com- 
posed of seven Malaysians, six 
Indonesians. four 

Bangladeshis, one Filipino, u 
Ghanaian, and a Myanmar 
national in addition to the 
Australian muster. 

Mr. Tan said some of the 
tanker’s cargo had been dis- 
charged. but he could not quan- 
tify how much was taken. 

Chinese officials said mar- 
itime officials intercepted the 
tanker in Chinese waters on 
April 26 on suspicion of smug- 
gling and escorted it to Haikou. 

A Hainan provincial govern- 
ment official said the 
Indonesians were armed with 
daggers when they boarded the 
tanker in international waters in 
the south China sea off the 
coast of Malaysia and Vietnam. 
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Nuclear threat 


persists 


MONDAY’S NUCLEAR tests conducted by 
India should serve as a wake-up call to the 
world that the greatest fear of the cold war, the 
destruction of civilisation in a storm of atomic 
fire, has not met the same fate as the American- 
Soviet confrontation. Indeed, the possibilty of a 
flare-up is increasing at an alarming rate. 

The most disturbing reality arising from the 
tests is not that it will severely unde rmin e the 
worldwide non-proliferation drive, but rather 
that it will greatly intensify the long-s tanding 
arms race in the unstable subcontinent and Far 
East. India’s two-month-old government has 
stated that it plans to induct the nuclear 
“option” into its arsenal, which already includes 
a long-range ballistic missile. 

Meanwhile, India’s arch-rival Pakistan, with 
which it has fought three wars and has been 
engaged in a territorial dispute over Kashmir 


since the creation of the two countries, recently 
tested a missile capable of delivering a nuclear 
warhead to New Dehli. Pakistan’s top nuclear 
scientist and the government have declared that 
the country intends to make sure that arma- 
ment efforts don’t end with the missile alone. 

It comes as no surprise that India has joined 
the nuclear arms club, albeit as a rogue mem- 
ber. Despite the fact that the area is one of the 
poorest on earth, that government has chosen to 
take the nuclear path in dealing with what it 
regards as threats from China and Pakistan. 
The same rationale applied to the U.S. and the 
USSR, as well as another rogue nuclear power: 
Israel. 

Although politicians and military forces argue 
that it is necessary for nuclear weapons to serve 
as deterrents to aggression, they didn’t stop the 
U.S., the Soviet Union, and China from turning 
numerous countries, including Korea, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Afghanistan, and the whole Middle 
East, into cold war arenas. In Israel’s case, the 
bomb has probably acted as a shield for its 
agressive acts and invasions. 

A most telling remark on why the nuclear 
option is so attractive to many nations was pro- 
vided in a recent interview with an Israeli scien- 
tist who worked in Dimona. Asked why his 
country needed such a weapon, he replied that 
if the Jewish state goes down, it will not be the 
only one. 

It is too late to urge countries to sign non-pro- 
liferation treaties and discontinue bomb pro- 
grammes or root out parties with nuclear aspi- 
rations. India’s tests on Monday simply offer a 
chance to sadly lament the fact that yet another 
country has the power to reduce the world’s life 
expectancy to one or two minutes when some- 
thing goes wrong. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Munes Razzaz Tuesday said Netanyahu is 
placing the Arabs face to face with two options: either 
to form a major force to protect Israel's security or a 
major force ready to offer martyrs to regain the occu- 
pied Arab lands. Netanyahu is thus offering the Arabs 
capitulation and is demanding that they pay the price if 
they wish to regain part of their lands, said the writer. 
The Israeli prime minister is forcing on us humiliation 
or daring us to muster enough courage to stand up 
against his conspiracies and regain our rights through 
our own intrinsic might, he added. Israel had offered 
these two options to Lebanon earlier, but the Lebanese 
refused to serve as guards to protect Israel’s security 
and opted for resistance, Razzaz said. He said that as a 
result of continued resistance, Israel has requested to 
withdraw from southern Lebanon without the need to 
have a peace treaty with Lebanon but with mere inter- 
national guarantees against further Lebanese military 
strikes on Israel. The writer said the Arabs are at a 
crossroads and they have to make their choice if they 
are keen on regaining their usurped territory. 


A1 Ra' I’S Mufid NahJeh reflected on the Jordanian 
trade fair held in Gaza and said the Kingdom needs to 
exert further efforts to increase its exports to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. The writer said the trade fan- 
attracted the Palestinians in great numbers who showed 
interests in purchasing Jordanian products, something 
which demonstrates the Palestinian people's determina- 
tion to maintain free trade with Jordan and rid the 
Palestinian markets of Israel's hegemony. Jordan and 
Palestine have signed a trade protocol paving the way 
for mutual exchanges of goods, but the Israelis contin- 
ue to place obstacles in its path and that is why Jordan 
last year sold only S30 million worth of its products in 
the Palestinian markets. In contrast, the Israelis sold the 
Palestinians S2 billion worth of Israeli goods in the 
same year, the writer pointed out. He said the trade fair 
was an opportunity for the Palestinians to acquaint 
themselves with Jordanian goods, but still, Jordanian 
and Palestinian aspirations can only be- attained when 
the obstacles in the path of their mutual trade have been 
completely removed. 


Washington Watch 


IN SEPTEMBER 1993 one half of Israel began a peace 
process with the Palestinian people, the outcome of 
which, unstated, was inevitably to be a Palestinian state. 
The weakness of the Rabin government and pressure 
from Israel's right-wing parties and settlers repeatedly 
stalled implementation of that process and ultimately 
distorted it. Violence from both Israeli and Palestinian 
extremists further impeded forward movement. The 
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin by an 
Israeli right-wing extremist and grievous miscalcula- 
tions by his successor ShimoD Peres (most notably the 
assassination of Yahia Ayyash and the bloody assault on 
Lebanon) led to the election of the Israeli coalition that 
was determined to end the process once and for all. 

The goal of the Clinton administration, since the 1996 
election of a Likud government, has been to push the 
other half of Israel to continue the peace process despite 
this Likud government's lack of commitment to its basic 
premises and its ideological opposition to the process’s 
necessary outcome, a Palestinian state. For at least the 
p 3 st nine months the parties have been engaged in an 
excruciating and frustrating “soap opera” -like scenario 
in which the Clinton administration has attempted to 
nudge the Netanyahu government to implement the Oslo 
accords and restart the peace process. In some ways 
these efforts by the Clinton administration have resem- 
bled some of the efforts made by the Bush administra- 
tion as it attempted to prod the Shamir government to 
participate in the Madrid Conference. 

Domestic U.S. pressure and the hesitancy to enter into 
an outright confrontation with both the Israeli govern- 
ment and its powerful American allies are factors that all 
U.S. governments consider when dealing with the 
Middle East. And so for months now rhe process has 
dragged on from one supposedly fateful meeting to the 
next — with no apparent progress. And yet there are 
some interesting twists and turns that have evolved out 
of all of this. 

The administration insists that it is not applying pres- 
sure. Nevertheless what has transpired can only be 
described as pressure. The president has repeatedly 
snubbed the Israeli Prime Minister (while denying any 
snub was intended). And in private conversations Mr. 
Clinton has let it be known that he is growing increas- 
ingly frustrated with Netanyahu’s behaviour. His public 
comments, especially those in the presence of Israelis 
and American Jews have continued to focus on the need 
to move toward the vision of Israel's Labour govern- 



Fated to be another fateful 


raent 


For her part. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
has continued to cajole Jewish leaders to support the 
U.S. administration's efforts. After last week's “fateful" 
London meeting proved unproductive, the administra- 
tion announced yet another fateful meeting. May 11, in 
Washington. It did not take a cynic to dismiss this as yet 
one more delay bom of appeasement and the fear of 
confrontation. And yet some interesting shifts occurred 
which should be noted. 

Following the London talks, Albright’s carefully 
nuanced public statements indicated some of these 
shifts. For one. she did not utilise the now familiar “both 
parties must decide” approach. The U.S. press got the 
message. The next day's headlines were clean ‘Israel 
must decide” and “Albright presses Israel to decide ” 

Secondly, the secretary rejected Netanyahu's argument 
that in accepting the U.S. proposals he would be endan- 
gering Israel's security. In a delicately worded statement 
she made it clear that the greatest danger to Israel would 
come if the peace process were to collapse. Finally, the 
U.S. announced that the invitation to the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to meet in Washington was condi- 
tional on their acceptance of the U.S. proposals. Since, 
as the secretary made clear. Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat had accepted them, the pressure was focused on 
Netanyahu. The domestic response from Israel’s U.S. 
allies and from the Israeli government itself has been 
predictable. Netanyahu flew back to Israel from London 
and denounced U.S. pressure declaring that “Israel is a 
sovereign country" and would not accept dictates from 
anyone. U.S. Jewish groups were divided, even in their 
public pronouncements, with some supporting the U.S. 
president's position and others mimicking the Likud 
line. The harshest criticism came from Republican 
Congressional leader Newt Gingrich who denounced 
President Clinton, accusing him of “blackmailing 
Israel” and “ganging up with Arafat” against the Jewish 
state. President Clinton attempted to sidestep the criti- 
cism by asserting, as he has continuously done, that he 
is pressuring no one, but merely attempting to advance 
the movement toward peace. 

Possibly the most interesting twist in this entire 
episode came in the form of remarks made by First Lady 
Hillary Clinton. Speaking by satellite to a group of 
Israeli and Arab teenagers gathered in Switzerland, the 
First Lady refereed to “Palestine” and expressed her 
belief that for the peace process to succeed in the long 


term. Palestinians must have a state u on the samft-fooV 
in<r as any other state in terms of dealing responsibly 
with all the issues state governments must deal with” 
While the White House and State Department quickly 
announced that Mrs. Clinton s views were her own and 
did not represent any change in official policy, no-one 
believes that her carefully crafted comments were-unm- 
tentional. On the very next day, the President’s appear- 
ance before an Arab American audience (the first ever 
bv any U.S. President) provided him with an opportuni- 
ty to speak' of his hope that the peace process will 
advance. He spoke movingly of the “peace loving peo- 
ples in the Palestinian areas and in Israel and pointedly 
refereed to the fact that “opportunities do not last forev- 
er. They must be seized.” At the end of his remarks, the 
President urged Arab Americans to "remain resolute and 
remain passionate. Do not,” he concluded, “give away 
the best part of your hopes. We will prevail ” 

In private conversation, the President displays deep 
understanding of die current situation in the occupied 
Palestinian lands and the political situation within 
Israel. He speaks passionately of the pain endured by the 
Palestinian people who have become poorer and lost 
hope since the peace process began. He also clearly 
understands the intricacies of internal Israeli politics. 
His goal is to continue to prod the other half of Israel 
into accepting the necessity and benefits of reaching a 
just peace with the Palestinians — a peace based on the 
agreements reached in Oslo. 

The May 1 1 meeting was never a certainty, what with 
the Israeli prime mini ster’s intransigence aod commit- 
ment to his narrow coalition government. Still President 
Clinton's efforts, while not satisfying his Arab critics, 
did stir up an intense debate within Israel and the 
American Jewish community. Clearly the U.S. adminis- 
tration can and must do more. Recent polls conducted 
for A1 Majallah and the Washington-based Arab 
American Institute <AAI) make clear that by a margin 
of two to one U.S. public opinion would support pres- 
sure against die Israel government. As Netanyahu con- 
tinues to stall or redefine the terms of the Oslo accords, 
U.S. pressure must move beyond the subtle and clever to 
more direct and decisive statements. In the end, it was 
such directness that moved both Prime Ministers 
Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Shamir. The endless 
game of “fateful meetings” must end. Now let’s see if 
Netanyahu does indeed show up for today’s meeting at 
least with Ms. Albright. 
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U.S. congressman urges more support 

for peaceJn Middle East 
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By Peter Sawciiyn 


WASHINGTON — Arab- Americans 
should do their utmost to support U.S. 
efforts to help break the deadlocked 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, and to 
push for more “economic and political 
openness" in the Middle East, according 
to Democratic Congressman Lee 
Hamilton. 

Hamilton, the ranking minority mem- 
ber of the House International Relations 
Committee, spoke May 7 to a session of 
the Arab American National Leadership 
Conference in Washington that focused 
on the “105th Congress and Middle East 
Peace.” 

“I hope you will be doing all that you 
can in Congress and in Washington to 
say that it is critically important now to 
give the Palestinians a sense of hope: 
hope that the (peace) process will be 
fair, hope for some economic progress 
on the ground, and hope that any unilat- 


eral actions by any party will not pre- 
judge what can be decided in the peace 
talks themselves.” 

Hamilton also urged the audience to 
not forget the Syria and Lebanon peace 
tracks. “There is no reason why effective 
diplomacy now cannot bring Syria and 
Israel back to peace talks. And the stated 
Israeli desire to withdraw from Lebanon 
is something to be pursued.” Hamilton 
said. 

In regards to U.S. foreign assistance to 
the Middle East, Hamilton said the mes- 
sage coming from Congress is that an 
increase in aid to the region is not like- 
ly. Hamilton said about 35 per cent of all 
U.S. foreign aid goes to the Middle East. 
Any proposed increase in aid for Jordan, 
Lebanon or for other countries and pro- 
grammes in the region will have to come 
out of that 35 per cent allocation, he 
said. 

”1 think it is possible now to reduce 
economic aid for Israel in the comine 


year.” Hamilton said, 
expect thai steps will be taken to reduce 
aid to Egypt. I think it is important to 
begin preparing now for changing our 
assistance to Egypt to trade, which in the 
long run will be more helpful to them 
than aid.” Hamilton said. 

Another issue Hamilton urged Arab 
Americans to pursue is more openness in 
the political and economic life of the 
states in the Middle East. 

“With an increasingly younger popula- 
tion, Middle Eastern societies simply 
have to open up more than they are 
today if those young people are to be 
given an opportunity.” Hamilton said. 

“I want to hear your voice for speaking 
out for greater political participation, for 
better elections, for stronger parlia- 
ments. for increased economic opportu- 
nities, for reduced corruption, for 
greater accessibility and accountability 
for governments in that region. That 
should be a critical part of your raes- 


fi* A 


“You can also sage ~ Hamilton said. 

Regarding Lebanon, Hamilton said the 
country still has some ways to go before 
it has economic growth and political rec- 
onciliation. Towards that end, Hamilton 
said it’s important for Arab Americans to 
support elections in Lebanon, and to 
urge that the election take place this fall. 

On Iran, Hamilton said things there are 
very much in transition, and he hopes 
Arab Americans will support U.S. policy 
that could lead to direct dialogue with 
Iran to address the “very serious prob- 
lems” of terrorism, weapons prolifera- 
tion and opposition to the Middle East 
peace process. 

Lastly on Iraq, Hamilton urged contin- 
ued support for the U.N.’s expanded 
“oil-for-food and medicine programme” 
to help relieve the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 
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As Israel’s economy booms, 
U.S. aid is questioned 
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By Philip Shenon 


WASHINGTON — Israel's newfound 
economic success through its embrace of 
higb-profit. high-technology industries 
has led many Israelis and Americans to 
question why the nation still needs so 
much U.S. foreign aid. Israel is the 
largest beneficiary of U.S. foreign aid — 
by far. It received $3 billion in U.S. eco- 
nomic and military assistance last year, 
a figure that has held steady for several 
years even as the overall foreign-aid 
budget has been slashed at the demand 
of Congress. 

Egypt is in second place in the ranking 
of beneficiaries, receiving about $2 bil- 
lion last year. The two countries were 
rewarded with huge packages after the 
1979 Camp David accords, and together 
they account for about 40 per cent of the 
U.S. foreign aid budget. 

But today the Israeli government is 
being forced to admit the obvious: While 
U.S. aid money is welcome, it is no 
longer a necessity. There was wide- 
spread applause — and relief — among 
U.S. lawmakers in 1996 when Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu vowed 
economic independence” before a joint 
session of Congress, offering “to begin 
the long-term process of gradually 
reducing the level of your generous eco- 
nomic assistance to Israel.” Whar that 
means is still in debate. 

The Israeli government has proposed a 
phaseout of the SI. 2 billion in economic 
aid now promised to Israel in exchange 


Military aid would grow to S2.4 billion 
a year from Sl.S billion under the plan. 
This would mean an overall reduction in 
the aid package of S600 million a year, 
or 20 per cent. 


ing about a big increase in military aid.” 
The initial Israeli proposal also drew 
criticism because of its request that it be 
permitted to spend more of its military 
aid io Israel. Under the current package. 


‘Many people here consider it a taboo subject , but the 
fact is that the Israelis have got to understand that 
other, far more needy countries are being cut off 
completely from American aid. Yes, they are talkina 


both within the State Department and 
from the oil companies.” 

Israel's victory in the 1967 war led to a 
rethinking of U.S. strategy in the Middle 
East — and the spigot of aid for Israel 
finally opened wide. The annua) aid 
package for Israel grew from S13.1 mil- 
lion in 1967, to $76.8 million in 1968, to 
S600 million in 1971. By the late 1970s. 
Israel had become the largest single 
recipient of U.S. aid. The Camp David 
agreement in 1979 between Israel and 
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or a one-third increase in military assis- 
tance over the next 10 to 12 years. 


Rep. Sonay Callahan. R-Ala.. chair- 
man of the House Appropriations sub- 
committee that oversees aid to Israel, 
said last month that the Israeli proposal 
to reduce aid was "a tremendous recog- 
nition of accomplishment — accom- 
plishment on the pan of both countries." 
But others in Congress think the Israelis 
should be willing to accept far larger 
cuts, although few are willing to say so 
publicly for fear of offending the U.S. 
Jewish community or Israel's powerful 
lobby on Capitol Hill. As one congres- 
sional aide put it: “Many people here 
consider it a taboo subject, but the fact is 
that the Israelis have got to understand 
that other, far more needy countries are 
being cut off completely from American 
aid. Yes r they are talking about ending 
the economic aid, but they're also talk- 


lsrael is limited to spending do more 


changed little since then. 

During much of the 1980s and early 
1990s. U.S. assistance was all that stood 
between Israel and economic collapse. 
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States provided almost no direct sup- 
port. The first significant aid, totaling 
$86.4 million, was made available in 
1952. 

“I think the United States was unclear 
whether this new experiment was going 
to survive.” said Arthur Berger, a for- 
mer State Department spokesman on 
Middle East issues who is now with the 
American Jewish Committee. “Also at 
that time, the American lobby for the 
Arab World was exceedingly strong. 
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Shbeilat sentenced 
to 9 months 


tCaffimigd torn page 1) 

was released on bail “because 
be was convicted of a felony 
with a punishment term that 
exceeds three months." 

Me. Mjalli told the court in his 
dosing argument earlier this 
month that Me Shbdlai's case 
was politically motivated and 
was aimed at "restricting the 
freedom of speech and expres- 
sion that is guaranteed by the 
Constitution." 

Mr Shbeilat, a former Lower 
House of Parliament deputy, 
was detained by the authorities 
on his way back to Amman on 
Feb. 20. after delivering a ser- 
mon at Ma’an’s main mosque a 
day before pro-Iraqi unrest 
broke can in the southern town. 

In a 30-page ruling, the court 
rejected moves by Mr Mjalli to 
contest the investigation proce- 
dures taken by the court’s pros- 
ecution and said thar “all ques- 
tioning. searching and other 
evidence gathered by the pros- 
ecution were conducted in 
accordance with the law." 

The court, said it relied on tes- 
timonies of witnesses who 
attended Mr. Shbdlai’s sermon, 
including one given by Ahmad 
Mohammad, a religious leader 
inMa'an. 

Me Mohammad quoted Ml 
Shhftilnt as slamming the offi- 
cial stand taken by the Jordan- 
ian government vis-a-vis Iraq 
by claiming that “Jordan was 
conspiring with other neigh- 
bouring countries in imposing 
(UX-enfbrced) economic 
sanctions on Iraq.” 

“Jordan is mobilising its 
army on the Jondanian-Iraqi 
border to participate in the 
(US.) strike™ The joint mili- 
tary training between Jordan 
and the U-S. is aimed at striking 
Iraq,” court transcripts quoted 
Ml Shbeilat as saying in his 
sermon. 

The transcrip said (hat after 
Me Shbeilat “made these lies. 


he asked worshippers to take a 
stand and confront the govern- 
ment and save Jordan's sons 
and daughters from death in the 

war against Iraq." 

Ml Shbeilat also accused the 
government of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali of neglect- 
ing Ma’an and of denying its 
residents proper health, educa- 
tion and other day-to-day ser- 
vices, the court said. 

4v nus is a low-calibre, Zionist 
and silly government and peo- 
ple are more stupid if they back 

it and stay with it,” the court 
transcrip quoted him as saying. 
It accused Mr. Shbeilat of mis- 
leading the people by accusing 
the Jordanian government of 
selling land to "Zionist compa- 
nies” through an ambitious 
economic privatisation scheme. 

’‘Jordan is being sold as 
Palestine was sold..™ the Jor- 
danian government has sold 
Jordanian properties to the 
Zionists ™ .there will be no Jor- 
dan by the year 2000," it quot- 
ed him as saying. “Instead, Jor- 
dan win be a Zionist colony." 

Col Faouri said before issu- 
ing the verdict; ”Ii is clear to the 
court that Mr. Shbeilafs false 
and deceiving accusations tar- 
geted the people’s feelings and 
emotions and infuriated them." 

Mr. Shbeilat, former presi- 
dent of the Jordan Engineers 
Association, was pardoned 
twice by His Majesty King 
Hussein in 1992 and 1996, after 
being convicted by the State 
Security Court of treason and 
Jese majesre. 

The verdict, handed down by 
the military tribunal which also 
included Judges Fawaz Eqour 
and Ahmad Ayash, also ordered 
the seizure of two personal 
computers and computer discs, 
and statements that belonged to 
Ml Shbeilat. 


Annan, Aziz reiterate will 
to overcome ‘problems’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

weapons inspection crisis. 

Accusing certain Security 
Council members of having *‘a 
special agenda against Iraq,” 
he added: “We hope that the 
Secretary -General™ will help 
us to correct the situation." 

“The time has come to lift 
the sanctions," Mr. Aziz said. 
“We will continue to cooperate 
with the United Nations. But at 
the same time we would like 
the United Nations ™ to work 
as expeditiously as they can in 
Older to lift the sanctions." 

Said Mr. Annan: “We will 
also do our part and make sure 
the work [of weapons inspec- 
tions team] is completed as 
soon as posable." 

In meetings with French 
politicians earlier. Ml Aziz 
referred to “lots of difficulties" 
whhUNSCOM. 

“We’d like our friends in 
France to show more under- 
standing, more support for the 
legitimate cause of Iraq," he 
said. 

The meeting with Ml Annan 
had not originally been on the 


Iraqi’s programme of talks 
with French officials, includ- 
ing President Jacques Chirac. 

Last Friday, Mr. Annan said 
that since February, Iraq had 
opened eight presidential 
palaces it bad previously 
balked at giving inspectors 
access to, and also allowed 
inspectors into locations they 
had not been allowed to 
inspect for “about seven 
years." 

Mr. Aziz said be hoped for 
the re-establishment of diplo- 
matic relations with Ranee, 
which Iraq broke off during the 
1991 Gulf wan 

“Normally, the relations 
should be reestablished 
because we don’t have any 
bilateral conflict with France," 
Mr. Aziz said. “But we’ll dis- 
cuss this matter in an objective 
manner with our French coun- 
terparts." 

France, which has taken a 
softer line on economic sanc- 
tions than fellow U.N. Security 
Council members the United 
Stales and Britain, has re- 
opened an interests section in 
Baghdad in the lost two years. 


Sahhaf: No rush for 
dialogue with U.S. 




(Continued from page 1) 

interest respect of Arab 
states and their sovereignty 
. and independence." 

Ml Sahhaf described 
Iraq’s ties with Jordan as 
“good” and denied that 
bilateral relations had dete- 
riorated because of political 
and other differences. 

He said, any speculation 
^bout a deterioration in 
links was “baseless.” 

“Ties between Iraq and 
Iordan are deep-rooted,” he 
said. “I believe that this 
relationship will be 
enhanced now and in the 
future." 

He was replying to a 
question on whether the 
defection of Hussein 
Kamel, a former top Iraqi 

military official son-in- 

jaw of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam, Hussein, and his 
brother tp Amman in 1995, 
ted fuy impact on bilateral 
.relaticats,- 

^Ttes between countries 
F? not based on individvial- 
* s *re behaviour. We do not 
rea rt to such things,” Mr. 


Sahhaf said. 

Jordanian- Iraqi economic 
ties have escaped political 
tension since Jordan began 
calling for democratic 
change in Iraq three years 
ago. 

Amman continues to 
import all of its oil supplies 
from Baghdad which in 
turn provides a main mar- 
ket for Jordanian goods 
sanctioned by the U.N. 

During his three-day 
visit, Mr. Sahhaf met with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and delivered him a verbal 
message from President 
Saddam. 

Mr. Sahhaf repeated that 
Iraq will not apologise to 
Kuwait for the seven- 
month-old occupation of 
the emirate, a key demand 
for reconciliation by its 
southern neighbour. 

"Iraq is not obliged to 
apologise, but others who 
are demanding such a thing 
should apologise to Iraq 
and its people because they 
were pan of the genocide 
against our people," the 
Iraqi minister added. 


The truth about the pharaohs? book 

~ REVIEW 


Akhenaten: Dweller in 
Truth 

By Naguib Mahfouz 
The American Universi- 
ty in Cairo Press, 1998; 
English translation of al- 
'A’ish fl-I-haqiqa (1985). 

IN THIS book, Naguib 
Mahfouz returns to 
ancient Egypt, the setting 
of his very first three nov- 
els, published in the late 
30s and early 40s. The 
themes explored in 
Akhenaten are, however, 
those associated with 
Mahfouz ‘s later, more 
mature works, especially 
Children of Gebelaw’i 
<1959v. Once again, Mah- 
fouz has employed his 
skills as a storyteller to 
raise existential questions 
about faith, doubt and dis- 
sent. the relation of reli- 
gion to politics, the quest 
for goodness and its tragic 
thwarting by human 
beings’ propensity for vio- 
lence and thirst for power. 

Those who visit Karnak 
in Luxor, site of the 
ancient city of Thebes, are 
told by the BBC-produced 
Sound-and-Light Show 
that Akhenaten was the 
dissident pharaoh and a 
harbinger of monotheism. 
Hearing the voice of the 
one God led him to 
destroy the temples of 
Amun and orher gods 
worshipped by his people, 
and build a new city gov- 
erned by love, peace and 
joy. rather than coercion. 
This experiment was, 
however, short-lived. The 
empire centred in Thebes 
was threatened from with- 
in and without, and 
Akhenaten was replaced 
by his brother, 
Tutankhamun. 

Despite Us subject mat- 


ter. this is not a typical 
historical novel. It neither 
recreates evenrs nor estab- 
lishes tacts. Instead, it is 
deliberate^ crafted so as 
to leave the questions 
raised by Akhenaten’s 
reign unanswered. To 
Mahfouz, the search for 
truth is “a path that has no 
beginning and no end, for 
it will always be extended 
by those who have a pas- 
sion for eternal truth" 
ip.4). 

To achieve this open- 
ended effect, Mahfouz 
writes in voices — the 
technique employed in his 
1 967 novel ’Miramar, 
whereby the telling of a 
seemingly simple story by 
four different characters 
gives vent to diverse 
views on social change in 
Egypt. In the book at 
hand. 14 of Akhenaien’s 
contemporaries give their 
account of the controver- 
sial ruler. To some, he was 
a heretic and a pervert, 
blamed for bringing ruin 
to Egypt. To others, he 
was insane or misguided, 
a victim, but nonetheless 
unsuited to be a pharaoh. 
To still others, he was a 
poet with great spiritual 
insight who heralded a 
new and better life, but 
was betrayed by cowardly 
followers and those with 
vested interests in the sta- 
tus quo. 

Through these voices 
and the discrepancies 
between their accounts, 
Mahfouz delivers a social 
commentary on the 
prospects for democracy, 
equality and changing 
human behaviour. It is 
indicative that Akhenai- 
en’s opponents explain his 
faults by noting that both 
his mother and his wife. 


Nefeniti, were common- 
ers, whereas his followers 
put his bonds w-ith the 
people in a positive light. 
"The old traditions that 
had separated the common 
people from the pharaohs 
were no longer exercised" 
IP- 122). 

Akhenaten and Nefeniti 
walked among the people 
without guards. The 
young pharaoh abolished 
ihe practice of sacrificing 
slaves to the gods, and 
relieved the poor of their 
dues, wanting to change 
the system whereby 
pharaohs had based their 
greatness “on a pyramid 
of pooT people's corpses" 
(p. 50). Akhenaten also 
abolished punishment, 
believing that humans 
could better be disciplined 
with love: “what love can- 
not cure, fear will not cor- 
rect," he said (p. 121). But 
like all reformers. Akhen- 
aten was faced with a 
backlash. Adherents of the 
hierarchal system saw in 
his message of equalirv, 
love and peace "an open 
invitation to rebellious- 
ness and strife." and con- 
spired to get rid of him ip. 
39 1. 

Mahfouz seems not so 
concerned with the clash 
berween religious doc- 
trines. as with the political 
and social fall-out from 
this clash. Akhenacen's 
demise shows the 
tragedies that can occur 
when religion and politics 
overlap with intolerance. 
It is this overlap which 
almost cost Mahfouz his 
life four years ago, and 
which continues to cause 
great human losses in 
Egypt and Algeria. 

Sally Bland 




Sara (and her uncle) and Meena, popular comic-book heroines In a UNICEF production 

UNICEF comic-book project aims to help young girls 


By Clyde Sanger 

NAIROBI — A young girl called Sara, 
dressed always in a plain blue shin and skirt 
and usually accompanied by her pet mon- 
key, Zingo. has become a star in laige parts 
of Africa. 

She is talked about in the refugee camps 
of western Tanzania. Schoolchildren in 
Guinea Bissau discuss her adventures. 
Stneel-kids in Nairobi have been singing a 
song — “Life is getting tough, I don’t know 
what to do” — that Sara once sang to an 
audience of one: a blue lizard. 

Sara is no pop star. She is the central char- 
acter in a series of comic books produced 
by the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in east and central Africa. 

Only two boo ks ha ve so far been pub- 
lished, but UNICEF claims that she “is 
quickly becoming a role model and symbol 
for girls’ empowerment in Africa.” She is 
about 12 and faces all the obstacles that 
adolescent giris in modern Africa stumble 
on — and she overcomes them with a mix- 
ture of a smart mind, courage and a few use- 
ful friends, including the mischievous 
Zingo. 

Sara manages to stay m school, despite 
her greedy uncle who pockets the money 
for her fees. She makes a smokeless cook- 
ing stove for her mother. She rescues her 
friend Amina from being sexually abused 
by truckdrivens. In laier episodes she will 
turn the tables on a businessman who likes 
to molest young girts, and will escape from 
the clutches of older women, including her 
grandmother, who are intent on circumcis- 


ing her. 

She is the brainchild of as many as 50 
people, spread from Eritrea to South Africa, 
which is probably the main reason why she 
and her comic-book relatives are so widely- 
accepted. 

In a sense, Sara is the half-sister of an 
Asian girl called Meena, who was created 
by a team working out of B angla desh. Cen- 
tral to that team was a UNICEF communi- 
cations director, Neill McKee from Canada. 
But Nuzhat Shahzadi. with a background in 
public health in Bangladesh, and Dr. Mira 
Aghi of India, with production experience 
on the internationally acclaimed children's 
TV programme, Sesame Street, added their 
skills. 

Rachel Carnegie, who bad worked in 
Bhutan as a teacher for the British organisa- 
tion. Voluntary Service Overseas, wrote the 
first script. 

Meena is about nine years old and has a 
pet parrot, Her first problem was to get any 
schooling ai all. It was a story drawn direct- 
ly from life in Bhutan, but it applied equal- 
ly well to Bangladesh. 

When McKee, who has a film-maker s 
background, was transferred ro Nairobi in 
1994, he was eager to produce a similar 
character in an African context. 

At a planning meeting in Machakos that 
year, he was urged on by Dr. Specioza Kaz- 
Ibwe, who was then minister fix: gender and 
is now vice-president of Uganda. Dr. Kaz- 
ibwe, who is a suigeon, had gone through 
her own struggle, as the only girl in a fami- 
ly with eight brothers, to get schooling 


against the views of u polygamist father. 

Others at the Machakos meeting added 
their experiences. A young Kenyan sociolo- 
gy graduate. Justus Olielo. told of the 
research he and others had done among the 
45.000 people on and near Rusinga Island, 
in Lake Victoria, which led to their forming 
groups to help girls facing "pushout" from 
school and other problems. 

Afterwards, some 60 story lines were sub- 
mitted. and four were chosen to develop as 
priority subjects. It took nearly two years to 
produce the first book, training artists and 
organising meetings of researchers and 
focus groups to make sure the story and pic- 
tures were culturally acceptable in more 
than a dozen countries. Several of the 
Meena team have helped with training. 

Much thought went into the names of 
main characters, to suit religious sensitivi- 
ties. Sara being a Christian name, her close 
friend Amina has a Muslim one. At one 
time, they thought of combining those 
names for the main part, only to find that 
Saramina means “mucous" in a Malawian 
language. 

They settled on the nasty — not quite vil- 
lainous — figure being an unde, while 
knowing that most abuse of young girls 
comes from parents. They wanted fathers 
w ho read the books to be carried along with 
its messages, not alienated nor put on the 
defensise. 

The episode on female circumcision, still 
in draft form, has required the lightest 
touch. In Kenya even today as many as 60 
per cent of voune girls undergo this contro- 


versial rite at puberty. 

“We wanted to avoid an ‘us versus them’ 
situation, w-hieh preaching would have trig- 
gered," says Olielo, now one of the project 
managers. “So we focus on local happen- 
ings in a village — ihe dangers of infection, 
and of death in childbirth, and w e put these 
warnings in the mouth of the schoolteacher, 
a woman from another tribe." 

The teacher’s name is Ms. Matata. the 
happy thought of the Tanzanian poet and 
scriptwriter Richard Mabala. The Swahili 
phrase “hakuna matata" means “no prob- 
lem." but he explains it can also mean that 
"she is a no-nonsense person." The princi- 
pal character artists, Joel Chikware and Vic 
Kasinja, come from Zimbabwe and 
Malawi. 

The books and videos have been pub- 
lished in English, French, Portuguese and 
Swahili, and a 13-pan radio series has been 
aired in Hausa as well. 

Officials in Kenya's health and education 
ministries, as. well as non-government 
organisations, have made wide use of the 
books, says Olielo, and Kenya television 
has run borh the English and Swahili ver- 
sions. Other countries report the same 
enthusiastic response. 

Clyde Sanger is former director of commit- 
mentions at the Ottawa-based North-South 
institute. He fats worked as a journalist in 
the U.N.. and in Britain. Kenya and Cana- 
da, where he has lived since 1967. 

— Gemini News 
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Arab Gulf states urged 
to cut defence spending 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states should cut 
defence spending and 

increase allocations for 

civilian sectors to revive 
their economies and offset 
weak oil prices, a former 
World Bank expert has 
said. 

“Gulf states should tackle 
their budger imbalances by 
rationalising expenditure 
through squeezing defence 
and security spending and 
increasing allocations for 
education, health and social 
affairs" Lewis Hubeika 
wrote in the United Arab 
Emirates (l^AE) dailv A1 
Khaleej. 

‘it is wrong to give prior- 
ity to any other allocations 
over social spending...;' he 
said. 

“What characterises this 
century is that wealth is 
switching gradually from 
owners of natural resources 
to intellectuals and inven- 
tors. and economic future 
will be for the educated and 
innovative people he indi- 
cated. 

Mr. Hubeika was refer- 
ring to the massive oil 
wealth owned by the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries and their 
heavy defence allocations. 

The six members — 
Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE — have allocated 
more than a quarter of their 
budgets to defence and 
security since the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of neighbour- 
ing Kuwait. 

Most of the allocations 
were for the purchase of 
advanced weapons, turning 
them into the biggest arms 
spenders in the world rela- 
tive to their incomes. 

Meanwhile, economists 
have said that efforts by 
Arab Gulf states to control 
their budget deficits are at 
risk because of high 
defence spending and 
growjng. . . development 
needs, against the backdrop 
of low oil prices. 

The situation could be 
aggravated this year if oil 
prices remain as low as $14 


a barrel since most mem- 
bers of the GCC have 
planned higher expendi- 
ture, they said. 

'‘Recalling their state- 
ments over" the past years, 
GCC governments have 
planned to eliminate the 
budget deficit by the year 
2000. But we are now in 
1998 and the deficit has 
only been slightly cut" a 
GuLf economist said. 

“The reason is that they 
cannot make large spending 
cuts because this will harm 
growth. The factors putting 
pressure on the budgets are 
the high percentage of 
defence spending and their 
growing populations," he 
added." 

Figures provided by the 
Cairo-based Arab League 
show military and security 
expenditure has sapped 
more than a quarter of the 
income of the six-nation 
Gulf alliance over the past 
six years. 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990 and its threats 
against the other GCC 


countries triggered the 


plans by the economic, 
political and defence group 
to bolster their armies at a 
time when they were 
already dishing out more 
than five per cent of their 
gross domestic product on 
the military sector. 

Defence experts said allo- 
cations for arms purchases 
could be reduced in future 
but large funds would still 
be spent on maintenance of 
weapons, training, and the 
expanding armies and mili- 
tary installations. 

“The deficit in the GCC 
budgets was sharply 
trimmed in 1996 and 1997 
but this was mainly due to a 
surge in oil prices," an eco- 
nomic expert said. 

“Unless there are major 
spending cuts this year, the 
shortfall could soar because 
of weak oil prices and the 
absence of other major ... 
income sources," he added. 

GCC states do not pub- 
lish figures on defence 
expenditure although they 
give budget breakdowns for 


other sectors. 

But high military outgo- 
ings and increased develop- 
ment allocations for their 
growing populations are 
left pending. 

In 1996 when oil prices 
surged to an average $20.2 
a barrel, Saudi Arabia over- 
shot projected expenditure 
by more than $8 billion. 

GCC states, which con- 
trol nearly 45 per cent of 
the world's proven oil 
wealth, have repeatedly 
underlined the need to bol- 
ster their defence capabili- 
ties despite financial diffi- 
culties. 

They have spent more 
than $50 billion over the 
past six years on advanced 
Western weapons, although 
they are in dire need of liq- 
uidity to fund development 
projects, mainly manpower, 
health, education and other 
fields. 

Gulf officials have said 
defence allocations would 
not affect development and 
growth, but several projects 
have been shelved while 
allocations for non-military 
sectors have been reduced. 

That explains a sharp 
slowdown in their 
economies during the three 
years that followed the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis. In 
real terms, the economies 
of Saudi Arabia and some 
other members recorded 
negative growth. 

The six GCC members 
have also tried to replenish 
international cash reserves 
drained by low oil prices 
and heavy payments for the 
Gulf war and financial aid 
for Iraq during its 1980- 
1988 war against Iran. 

The reserves are below 
half their level of around 
$25 billion in the early 
1980s. In Saudi Arabia, by 
for the biggest GCC mem- 
ber, they are still sharply 
'fluctuating because- of its 
failure to control spending. 

“In such a situation, I 
don't think GCC states will 
be able to issue a balanced 
budget in the near future" 
an expert said. 


Australian exports hit by Asian crisis 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Aus- 
tralia's manufacturing 
exports slumped in the last 
three months because of 
rising costs and import 
competition sparked by the 
Asian economic crisis, a 
major business survey has 
revealed. 

The Australian Chamber 
of Manufacturers survey of 
650 affiliated companies 
showed that production 


trends had failed to contin- 
ue previous strong gains as 
export trends turned sour 
for the first time in about 
five years. 

But despite the downturn, 
the chamber said the 
strength of the domestic 
economy was continuing to 
underpin optimism about 
short-term prospects. 

“The survey shows that 
the Asian economic diffi- 


culties contributed to a con- 
siderable deterioration in 
manufacturing performance 
in the past three months," 
the chamber said in a state- 
ment. 

"Production trends flat- 
tened after the strong 
December quarter gain — 
and export trends turned 
negative for the first time 
since the surveys began in 
1992." it added. 



OECD 
sees oil 


price low 
through 
this year 


PARIS (AFP) — Oil 
prices are likely to remain 
low throughout 1998 
despite a pledge by sever- 
al producers to cut output 
in a bid to stabilise the 
market, the OECD has 
said. 

The Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development 

(OECD) said in its twice- 
yearly Economic Outlook 
report that it is expecting 
the price of Brent North 
Sea crude oil to average 
$14.10 a barrel in the first 
half of the year. 

It will rise somewhat in 
the second half, but 
“prices are still projected 
on average to remain 
lower than during the sec- 
ond half of 1997,” it said. 

It noted that the market 
remains “volatile” despite 
a pledge by the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC) and 
some non-member oil 
producers to cut output by 
around 1.5 million barrels 
a day. or two per cent of 
total world production. 

Meanwhile. Kuwait is to 
campaign for new produc- 
tion cuts at the next OPEC 
meeting in June to halt the 
slide in prices. Oil Minis- 
ter Saud Nasser AI Sabah 
said Tuesday. 

“We hope OPEC will 
further cm its production" 
at the June 24 meeting in 
Vienna," Sheikh Saud 
said. 

“We will start our con- 
tacts with OPEC members 
shortly in order to press' 
for further' cuts.-.because i 
the international market is 
oversaturated with oil," he 
said after talks in parlia- 
ment to discuss the impact 
of weak prices. 

“Non-OPEC members 
are presently producing 
more than OPEC and this 
is a very serious develop- 
ment. OPEC should 
review its future plans and 
strategies as an organisa- 
tion" the minister said, 
quoted by the daily Arab 
News. 

Sheikh Saud hoped that 
Venezuela and Mexico, 
which is not a member of 
OPEC, would agree to 
production cuts. 


U.S. seeks free access 
to Arab Gulf markets 


ABU DHABI (AfP) — The 
United States will ask its Gulf 
Arab partners to open up their 
markets for its companies 
when they bold a fresh round 
of negotiations next week, 
officials have said. 

Senior representatives of 
the foreign, finance, com- 
merce and economy min- 
istries from the United States 
and the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) will 
meet in Washington on May 
21 . 

They will discuss joint ven- 
tures and economic coopera- 
tion during the two-day meet- 
ing, the United Arab Emirates 
fUAE) daily AJ Bayan said. 

“The United States will 
again insist during the meet- 
ing on giving its companies 
the right to have a 100 per 
cent ownership in projects in 
the region. The proposal has 
not been welcomed by the 
GCC,” the paper said. 

“It also wants the GCC to 
allow U.S. firms to directly 
market their products without 
a GCC agent. Both demands 
contradict GCC law’s,” it 
added. 

Sources at the Riyadh- 
based GCC said the Washing- 
ton negotiations would pave 
the way for expanded talks 
between their officials and 
businessmen to discuss joint* 
ventures and freer access to 
each other's markets. 

“The Americans want free 
access to our markets and we 
also want a free access to 
their markets ... Our petro- 
chemical exports to the West 
are still facing customs and 


> other barriers," one official 
said by telephone. 

GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, O man, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE — do 
not allow foreigners to own 
more than 49 per cent of 
investments in their oil-rich 
region. 

Such curbs have discour- 
aged investors from industrial 
powers like Japan, the Euro- 
pean Union (ELI) and the 
United States. 

The laws of the Arab Gulf 
states also stipulate that for- 
eigners must assign local 
agents to market their prod- 
ucts in a bid to ensure busi- 
ness opportunities for nation- 
als. 

But GCC officials said last 
month that they were consid- 
ering easing restrictions on 
foreign capital by slashing the 
national ratio from 51 to 25 
per cent. 

The GCC countries, which 
control more than 45 per cent 
of global recoverable oil 
reserves, are seeking industri- 
al technology to lessen 
dependence on unpredictable 
crude export earnings. 

They have pumped nearly 
$60 billion into the manufac- 
turing sector, but it has 
remained confined to light 
products as they lack the tech- 
nology’ for heavy industries. 

The United States is the 
second biggest exporter to the 
GCC after the EU, with sales 
standing at around $13.5 bil- 
lion in 1997, mostly cars, 
machinery and equipment, 
foodstuffs and other manu- 
factured products. 


Yilmaz pledges to raise 
$9bn from privatisation 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey s 
coalition government will 
raise more than $9 billion 
from the privatisation of many 
state-run enterprises and 
banks this year. Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz has said. 

“This year's privatisation 
figure will be more than twice 
the whole figure in the last 10 
years," Mr. Yilmaz said. 

“We are getting $1.24 bil- 
lion from privatisation in the 
first four months of 199S. 
Stepping up our efforts, we 
will raise this figure to $9 bil- 
lion before the end of this 
year." conservative Yilmaz 
told a news conference on his 
right-left coalition govern- 
ment's nine-month perfor- 
mance. 

He said pan of Turkey's 
telecommunications compa- 
ny, a few sure-run banks and 
several power plants and pons 
would be privatised this year. 

Turkey raised only some 
S535 million from privatisa- 
tion last year. 


The government also is aim- 
ing at reducing the annual 
inflation rate from last year’s 
huge 99 per cent to 50 per cent 
in 1998. Mr. Yilmaz said. 

Turkey's high inflation, a 
chrome problem suEe theTate"" 
1970s. showed signs of a 
decline in the last two months 
after the government in Janu- 
ary froze the prices of many 
state-produced goods and oil 
for six months. 

All economic indicators 
show that our economy is 
growing soundly, he said. 
“Another example is that our 
foreign currency’ reserves last 
month exceeded $30 billion, 
including $22. 1 billion at the 
Central Bank, for the first 
time in history" he added. 

“We believe our exports and 
imports will total $29 billion 
and $50 billion respectively, 
this year." Yilmaz said. Turk- 
ish exports amounted to $24 
billion in 1997. while its 
imports totalled $46 billion. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayna Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 fide 

5 Wanes 
9 Larceny 

14 Ugandan 
despot 

15 Flexible armor 

16 Actress Berry 

17 Lift up one's 
voice 

18 'La _ Bonita," 
Madonna hit 

19 Point ot 
contention 

20 World War II 
movie 

23 Ugly creature 

24 Long time span 

25 Stand in the 
way 

2S Alphabet units 
31 High mount 
34 Pamplona pal 

36 Syn.'s opposite 

37 Lamb's pen 
neme 

38 Civil War movie 

42 Highland 
tongue 

43 Buddhist Thai 

44 Lifting device 

45 Director Spike 

46 Anybody 

49 Atore 

50 Part of USSR 

51 Those opposed 
53 Vietnam War 

movie 

61 Mr. Ts outfit 

62 End of a buck? 

63 Unlikely 

64 Take a sample 

65 insufficiency 

66 NC college 
07 Nearly 

perpendicular 

68 First name of 
46D 

69 Compass 
direction 
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By Gregory E. Paul 
Scottdala, PA 


DOWN 

1 McCartney's 
instrument 

2 Leave oft 

3 Pinta's sister 
ship 

4 _-5axon 

5 Political 
refuaee 


6 hound 

7 Uvsr secretion 

8 Eastern 
European 

9 Objects 

10 Undue speed 

11 Ultimatum word 

12 Chimney dud 

13 Adolescent 

21 Ltwe-lit 

22 Last word of 
the Gettysburg 
Address 

25 Ripg o! bread 

26 Love of Luigi 

27 Remove soap 

29 Western lake 

30 Way in: abbr. 

31 Wanied-poster 
option 

32 Cruise ship 

33 Spanish priest 
35 Gcrflyf 

37 Female sheep 

39 Two tittle words 
before “you’ 

40 Highland hat 

41 Ms.Verdugo 
46 *A Shot in the 

Dark* co-star 


□ 

□ 

H 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

03 

□ 

□ 

D 

El 

□ 

□ 

□ 

0 
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47 Twelve 

High* 

48 I'm serious! 

50 List or 

candidates 

52 Propeller rotor 

53 Minnesota 

54 Zion National 
Park’s stale 


55 __-ma|esty 

56 Legend 

57 Inland sea of 
Asia 

58 Crinkly 
cabbage 

59 God of love 

60 Temporary 
shelter 


Peanuts 


HE PUSHED ME OFF THE SWIN6..TEACH 
HIM A LESSON.. HIT HIM/ 

rz r- 
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WA5 A MISTAKE.. I 
TH0U6HT SHE WAS MV SISTER. 



'Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 1998 


By Linda C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pay attention to what 
you're doing. Pay attention to what your friends are 
going, roo. One of them may really come up with some- 
thing strange. This evening you could run into compli- 
cations. If you're going out. give yourself plenty of time 
to reach your destination. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you've been think- 
ing of buying something expensive for a loved one, 
think again. It might be better to fix something yon 
already have. Besides the emotional significance of 
having a heirloom passed down, you could also save 
quite a bit of money. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You could have a bril- 
liant idea while you're sound asleep. If you don't keep 
a paper and pencil next to your bed. you should. Not to 
worry. A conflict later this evening could bring it back 
to mind. Something snotty another person says could 
jolt your memory. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’re busy as a nest of 
hornest again today. You may feel like stinging a couple 
of people, too. One in particular is so lazy it"s about to 
rnaifp you nuts. Well, this person could actually be 
accomplishing something. Ask what's going on over 
there. You could be in for a surprise. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) A lack of financial liquid- 
ity could interfere with your plans this evening. You can 
turn this to your advantage. Instead of going out, why 
not entertain at home? If you need even more money, 
sell something. That's always a good way to fatten your 
coffers. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re getting 
more responsibility lately, and you deserve it. One place 
you might find it difficult to get your viewpoint across, 
however, is in your own sweet home. You may have to 
shout to be heard over the din. That's OK. You can do 
that. You hereby have permission. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your assign- 
ment for today is to practice something you recently 
decided to Ieam. As you get better at it, you'll get more 
interested. And as you get more interested, the whole 
thing will get easier. VoiJa! Before you know it, you'll 
be an expert. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you’ve 
been struggling with a household project, give up. Ask 
your mate to do it for you. He or she will complain 
about not having enough money, but between the two of 
you an answer will be found. You can accomplish 
together what neither could alone. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You’re powerful, enthusiastic and good looking again. 
But the world still isn’t completely your oyster. You’ll 
achieve your greatest success by the seat of your brow, 
through concentration, imagination and persistence. 
Ha^e you fieard ainfus TfeYobS? Get busy ! ■' 

CARJ^GORN: -(December 22 to January 20) Some- 
body’s watching you this morning. He or she wants to 
give you some helpful hints. You like to be the one with 
the answer, and you will be. But first, listen respectful- 
ly. Once a delicate topic has been introduced, you can 
give your feedback, too. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Gather with 
friends this morning to share the idea you came up with 
overnight. If your group needs funds, perhaps it has to 
do with raising money. It looks like you’re being 
coached by someone who's better at this than you are. 

Is that what's been going on at home lately?. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s a con- 
frontation later this afternoon. You probably have a 
good idea of who it will be with. Well, now you can 
plan ahead. Finish up things you promised to have done 
by now. That will earn you points with this person. It’s 
a duel of wits, and you’re about evenly matched. 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF„ By Glasbergan 



My boss insists that we make time to 
stop and smell the roses. His wife 
just opened a flower shop." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one teller io each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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Jordan National Shipping Lines Company 
distributes 8 % dividends despite sharp drop in profit 


** ‘[THE UNFAVOURABLE situation in 
maritime transport in the region and the 
world during 1997 has sharply cut the 
profit of the Iordan National Shipping 
Lines Company fJNSLC)" Board 
Chairman Foti Khamis told the general 
assembly. He indicated that profit went 
down by 77 per cent from JD1.36 million 
in 1996 to JD3 13,000 in 1997. 

He revealed that the company is study- 
ing the establishment of a line to serve 
Red Sea pons and another regular mar- 
itime line between India and^Jordan in 
cooperation with a local firm. The compa- 
ny. he said, is also considering setting up 
a shipping line between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. 

In order to face the deteriorating market 
conditions. Mr. Khamis indicated that 
JNSLC plans to reduce vessel costs to the 
lowest possible level and to enter the 
competition of leasing the company's 
vessels in international markets. 

The chairman said the economic crises 
which hit the countries of South East Asia 
“have frozen” the maritime activity and 
caused a higher supply of ships. 
Consequently, leasing rates have dropped 
sharply and maritime transport charges 
declined. 

Dr. Khamis explained that the company 
spent JD5.3 million to sen-ice its vessel’s 
in 1997 but was only able to generate 
JD4.9 million of earnings during die year. 
However, the company received JD1.23 
million in return on its investment in var- 


ious companies compared to JD 1.1 2 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

He mentioned that in line with the plans 
to diversify the ports of loading and 
unloading, the company continued to 
deliver goods from the ports of Petersburg 
in Russia. Qabes in Tunisia and Bilbao in 
Spain to the pons of Jeddah. Port Sudan. 
Musawa, Oman and Urn Qaser. These 
ports were in addition to the traditional 
routes in Germany. Britain and Belgium 
that the company serves regularly. 

According to the annual report, the 
company’s total assets stand at about 
JD19.8 million and the shareholders' 
equity at JDI2.7 million. Receivables 
shot up from JD2.6 million to JD4.1 mil- 
lion as a result of settling past disputed 
issues. Payable accounts also increased 
by 22 per cent. 

The company, which owns four vessels 
and a 25 per cent in the Concord (a vessel 
operating between Aqaba and the 
Egyptian port of Nuweibe). is the general 
agent for the Arab Maritime Bridge 
Company in addition to the continued ser- 
vices of transporting large quantities of 
Jordanian potash and phosphate to vari- 
ous world destinations. 

The company is currently distributing 
JD555,000 in dividends following the 
general assembly to reward the sharehold- 
ers with an eight per cent rerum on their 
investment (Al Ra‘i + A1 Aswaq + A1 
Arab AJ Yawm). 
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Jordan wins $27. 7m 
export deals to Iraq 


AMMAN i Petra i — The 
United Nations Security 
Council's boycott commit- 
tee has approved ten 
Jordanian contracts to sup- 
ply Iraq with product* with- 
in the framework of the oil 
for food agreement signed 
between Iraq and the 
United Nations. 

The contracts, worth 
S27,6S9,603 million, allows 
Jordanian companies to 


export S25.872.G0O million 
worth of vegetable oil. 

51. 472.000 of medicine and 

5 47 2.000 of table salt. 
Industry' and Trade 

Minister Hani Mulki said 
the total amount of 
Jordanian contracts within 
the framework of the mem- 
orandum of understanding 
has reached S243. 700,000 
million. 


Lebanon to issue another 
billion dollars in Eurobonds 


BEIRUT tAFPi — Lebanon 
i> preparing to offer a billion 
dollars in Eurobond* on inter- 
national market*. Lebanon 
Banks .Association President 
Farid Raphael said. 

Global depositary receipts 
iGDRsj. another financial 
instrument, will also be issued 
to raise money on internation- 
al markets, said Mr. Raphael. 

Three Lebanese banks will 
soon issue GDRs said Mr. 
Raphael, whose association 
represents SI banks doing 
business in Lebanon. 

The U.5. financial company 
Merrill Lynch, which spon- 
sored the first issue of 
Lebanese financial instru- 
ments on foreign markets in 
October 1994, will take the 
lead in the next issue, banking 
officials said. 


At Lhe end of March, the 
French bank Paribas spon- 
sored an issue of a billion dol- 
lars in Eurobonds, of which 
65 jwr cent were subscribed 
by seven large Lebanese 
banks. Lebanon has $14.5 bil- 
lion in debts, including S2.41 
billion in foreign debts in 
January, an amount equivalent 
to 96 per cent of the country 's 
cross domestic product 
iGDPj. 

In November, the Lebanese 
government decided to bor- 
row $2 billion on the interna- 
tional markets to convert its 
foreign debt to domestic debt. 

The next billion-dollar i«ue 
represent* the second portion 
of that loan. 

The Lebanese budget deficit 
reached 22 per cent of GDP in 
1997. 


Insurance firms will not 
be given extra time to meet 
capital requirement rules 


By Gbaiia AJul 

Jordan Times S:ajp Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade said 
Tuesday it would not extend 
a grace period given for 
Jordan’s 27 insurance com- 
panies to raise their capital 
to JD2 million in line with 
new rules. 

Basil Hindawi Controller 
of insurance companies ai 
the ministry, also said legal 
measures would be taken 
against all firms who failed 
to meet the March 30 dead- 
line. He did no: elaborate. 

Dr. Hindawi said most 
insurance firms had met the 
new capita! requirements 
while others were consider- 
ing mergers, a vital step that 
will help them cope with 
international competition 
brought about by economic 
globalisation and liberalisa- 
tion. 


Dr. Hindawi did not give 
the names of companies 
w ho planned to join forces. 

“Three companies have 
yet to raise their capital to 
the required level,” he told 
the Jordan Times. “The reg- 
ulations are very clear... 
legal measures will be taken 
against those who do not 
comply.' 1 

The 27 insurance firms 
who employ about 7,000 
workers have a registered 
capital of about JD65 mil- 
lion and a market turnover 
of JD90 million — equal to 
1.7 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

Officials say such a per- 
centage remains modesi 
when compared to other 
developing countries where 
insurance'accounts for 10 
per cent of the GDP. 

The capital requirement 
rules will boost efforts to 
modernise the insurance 


industry through a new leg- 
islation compatible with 
international standards. 

"The law, prepared in 
cooperation with interna- 
tional expens, will enable 
the regulatory body to have 
effective supervision over 
the industry," said Dr. 
Hindawi. 

The draft law, which was 
initially discussed at a sem- 
inar in ’March by representa- 
tive'. of several insurance 
firms, is designed to raise 
the efficiency of the sector, 
improve the competitive- 
ness of Jordanian firms, 
strengthen the country's 
insurance market and 
improve the training of 
staff' manning it. 

“The law is currently 
being reviewed by the 
Council of Ministers. Once 
approved it will go to the 
Parliament," Dr. Hindawi 
added. 


Citibank Jordan launches an EMU awareness session 


AMMAN iJ.T.j — In con- 
junction with the Institute 
of Banking Studies. 
Citibank Jordan recently 
held an European 
Monetary Union (EMU.i 
awareness session to a 
larae number of the 


bank's clients in Jordan 
representing financial 
institutions, corporates 

and other institutions. 

SuhairAli. general man- 
ager of Citibank Jordan 
spoke about the fast pace 
with which the monetary 1 


rXNANCXAX, MJUrUCXO? 
boos uk bank e m:ti moos - sbksismii 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 637179 

organized kareet share p*:c* i:s? for tuseday 12 / 0 S/ 199 B 


past 12 MOUTHS COMPANY 1 S BAM* 


P / E 


CIV. 


sc. 

or 

TRAXS. 


so. or 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JS 



PRICE PRICE 


S 355.500 170.000 


2.340 

3.540 

1.300 

2.680 

6.160 

4.180 

.920 

4.020 

3.900 

2.350 

1.400 


1.620 

1.250 

.880 

1.600 

4.660 

1.790 

.590 

1.740 

1.500 

1 .S 5 C 

.800 


ARAB BASK 15. 9 1.03 87 I6SO 318868 190.00 
JOR. NATIONAL IE. 13.6 4.19 II 289S 4813 1.67 
BASK or JORDAN 4.2 O.CO 5 1850 2453 1.32 
KID. EAST 1RV.BE. 64.4 O.CO 17 20750 20755 .98 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 8.2 8.81 6 1200 1922 1.60 
THE HOUSING ait. 29. S 3.25 137 58654 354072 5.87 
JOR.KDMA2? BABE .9 0.00 10 3800 7444 1.91 
JOR.GULr BASE 3.9 10.61 7 9550 6303 .66 
JOB . ISLAMIC HANK 18.7 0.00 19 3762 6905 1.86 
JOR.IBV.rXH.HAMX 10.0 0.00 7 41766 60571 1.53 
JOR.ZSV.rZM.BANE/lfEM E O.OC 7 38073 55968 1.55 
BEXT.AL-MAL (BEXTNA) 4.4 O.OC 6 2050 1864 . 87 


194.00 

1.67 

1.32 

.98 

1.60 

6.15 

1.97 

.66 

1.83 

1.5S 

1.47 

.91 


4.00* 


.28* 

.06* 

.03- 
. 02 * 
.08- 
. 04- 


EAVX SECTOR TOTAU I ED EC: 265 

.75 z CHGi 

-2.19 

325 

186250 

842594 




2.400 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH XRSUX. 


11.52 

2 

1450 

3127 

2.15 

2.17 


2-350 

1.800 

' ARAB LIFE XHSOR. 

■ 9 

0.00 

2 

2100 

4831 

2.20 

2.31 

.11* 

ISSURJUCCE SECTOR TOTALS -IKDEZi 122 

.29 *cac: 

•0.63 

6 

3630 

8094 




2.240 

1.620 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

9.9 

5.42 

IS 

9975 

20170 

2.01 

2.03 


S $.500 

2.450 

SIXES XTSERAIS 

73.8 

O.CO 

4 

697 

3137 

4.50 

4.50 


1.550 

.970 

SATL. PORTFOLIO 

43.5 

0.00 

5 

1450 

1571 

1.09 

1.09 


.590 

.330 

JORDAR XHTL.TRAD. 

9 

O.CO 

3 

450 

164 

.36 

.37 

.01* 

9.500 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

8.7 

7.06 

1 

50 

425 

8.40 

8.50 


4.600 

2.890 

ARAa nrrL.nrv.EDOc. 

9.9 

2.00 

8 

53650 

214613 

4.01 

4.00 


1.050 

.740 

JORDAH EXPAT. 1XV. 

9 

O.OC 

I 

5000 

4500 

.90 

.90 


1-090 

.900 

2ARKA EDOCATIOB 

16.3 

0.00 

4 

7200 

6654 

.92 

' .92 


1-830 

1.450 

DEIFIED CO. 

6.6 

7.33 

8 

5450 

8225 

1.51 

1.50 

.01- 



SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS ZXDEXi 114.67 *CBC» 

*0.20 

49 

83922 

259457 






.960 

ATTAEQEEB 

9 

0.00 

1 

2000 

1100 

1.10 

1.10 




2.450 

JOR. CEMZar FACT. 

15.5 

4.22 

2: 

24994 

65039 

2. 58 

2.61 




5.500 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

26.9 

3.66 

6 

<350 

23931 

5.50 

5.47 

.03- 


11.250 

9.270 

-OR. JTTRCrL.RCTTRARr 

10.1 

8.59 

27 

3830 

39742 

10.31 

10.35 

.02* 


1.470 

1.040 

wouk ixdustjuxs 

10.7 

7.41 

1 

50 

68 

1.37 

1.35 



2.070 

1.100 

industrial cokm.acb. 

9 

0.00 

3 

682 

823 

1.17 

1.22 

.05* 


5.740 

3.-S40 

ARAB PHARX. KANT. 

14.5 

3.80 

28 

25498 

8 1408 

5.21 

5.26 


♦ 

4.750 

3.680 

JOR. PRINT E PACE. 

9 

0.00 

2 

32S 

1138 

3.68 

3.50 



6.350 

4.650 

DAR AL3AWA DV. IKV. 

6.9 

6.14 

2 

250 

1415 

5.56 

5.70 



1-110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER C09V.TRD. 

21.4 

O.OC 

1 

950 

665 

.69 

.70 



.620 

.510 

NATIONAL DOS. 

9 

c.co 

6 

8350 

4342 

.52 

.52 



.760 

.370 

IinZRXED . PCTRO . CRDf . 

9 

0.00 


142S0 

5843 

.40 

.41 



.690 

.500 

JOR. R0CEHOCC. I EDS. 

-P 

0.00 

2 

550 

281 

.54 

.51 

.03- 

s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE KIKE-KFAC 

27.7 

O.OC 

6 

2325 

2691 

1.16 

1.15 

.01- 


.730 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHW 

11.4 

0.90 

2 

500 

300 

.60 

.60 



1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARK.CXEX. 

14.6 

4.55 

6 

7200 

9312 





1.200 

.810 

.670 

OXIV. MOOR.ZNDS- 
JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

14.0 

9.3 

6.82 

14.49 

5 - 
5 

2250 

3000 

1980 

2070 

.88 

.68 

.88 

.01+ 


1.620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9.3 

7.58 

2 

:ooo 

1320 




1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

12.3 

11.49 

6 

3990 

3393 






1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.3 

5.60 

8 

5400 

11750 

1.26 





.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

8.4 

9.33 

28 

19159 

14276 

.74 




*690 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.7 

0.00 

20 

8500 

5015 

.59 

469 




INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 104.12 ICHCl 

♦0-10 

168 

132253 

277899 




GRAND TOTAL 


ZXDEXi 177 

.39 =CUGr 

*1.44 

S4e 

4C60S5 

1388043 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST POR 

TCSEDAY 

12/05/1998 



' ' 1 

H 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT 6 FIN. BMC. 75* 

16.8 

0.00 

S 

6500 

4290 






.480 

MACH . EOP . RENT . KAZ N . 

28.0 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1010 






.340 

JOR. TRADE rAC. 

9 

C.OO 

9 

5650 

2430 






.660 

UNION ZSV. 501 

9 

0.00 

9 

23046 

5991 






.360 

ARAB rrK. INVEST. 

9 

a. oo 

6 

5100 

2101 






.720 

AL-SRARQ I XV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

S 

40000 

40000 

1.00 





.610 

AL-DAWLIYAJB 

38. 6 

o.oa 

6 

10050 

6633 





2.220 

1.050 

CXNTURX rxv. CROUP 

9 

O.CO 

5 

2700 

3920 

1.40 





.120 

JOR . JNDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

400 

50 





.600 

.370 

ARAB POOD 6 KXD- 

9 

0.00 

7 

9000 

4320 

.48 




.470 

.240 

ARAB 1MTL.IBV.TRD. 

39.2 

0.00 

9 

15250 

S285 






.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

P 

0.00 

5 

3250 

1068 





.650 

.360 

NATL . KULT . EMC . KAKXOO 


0.00 

56 

264800 

74160 





.550 

.310 

NAY TAX DIES 6 MOULDS 

9 

o.oo 

1 

9S0 

304 

.34 





-400 

ARAB ELECT. TXDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

105 

.42 





.580 

KXUEA5T VBARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

9 

6000 

2500 





1.660 

.860 

anew TOBACCO 87.5* 

9.7 

8.22 

3 

3249 

4547 






. 5SQ 

RAZI PBARK. 

E 

0.00 

5 

25500 

16S80 

.67 





.240 

XKDS. ENG. 

9 

o.oo 

6 

7600 

2128 

.27 





.470 

INDS. CERAMIC 

13.1 

0.00 

7 

6100 

3050 






.550 

ADVANCED PHARXR.XKD. 

9 

0.00 

16 

19280 

11761 

.62 





.370 

PEARL SAN. P. COXY- 

E 

0.00 

2 

186 

74 





.710 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

31 

197550 

102684 





.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARTHS 75* 

E 

o.oo 

3 

3600 

1296 





1.000 

.750 

EXBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.3 

9.3S 

5 

2500 

1400 

.82 

.81 

■ Ol- 


GRAND TlWXL 




559546 


297614 


and economic integration 
in Europe is proceeding 
and which will culminate 
with the creation of a sin- 
gle currency, the euro to 
be launched on Jan. 1. 
1999. EMU will begin 
with 1 1 -member coun- 
tries, who will have a 
common central bank and 
a single currency. 

This is truly a major 
event as the currency will 
belong to countries who 
account for 19.4 per cent 
of the world's gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
and are responsible for 
close to 19 per cent of 
world trade," she said. 
The euro will essentially 
become the world's sec- 
ond currency after the 
U.S. dollar and may 
increasingly challenge 
the U.S. dollar as a 
reserve currency. 

She also spoke of the 
impending creation of the 
European Central Bank 
and the role that il will 
play in achieving mone- 
tary stability in the EMU. 
The European Monetary- 
Union (EMU) will have 
profound affects on both 
commercial and capital 
flows, Mrs. Al AH indi- 
cated. 

George Mead, pro- 
gramme director at 
Citibank's Training 
Centre in Istanbul gave a 
detailed presentation on 
the EMU background, the 
current EMU situation, 
and the implications that 
the EMU will have for the 
bank's customers and for 
the banks themselves. He 
also explained the impact 
that the EMU would have 
on the money markeis, 
securities markets, and 
equities. 

Over the past week. 
Citibank, in conjunction 
with the Institute of 
Banking Studies has also 
held a specialised training 
seminar entitled “Credit 
and Risk Management." 
The intensive five-day 
seminar was attended by 
31 participants represent- 
ing senior and middle 
management of the vari- 
ous Jordanian banks and 
institutions. 
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Jordan tops two lists 


as top sport pitchman 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Basketball star Michael 
Jordan has topped two lists 
as the most popular sports 
figure for product-endorse- 
ment deals,- with golf phe- 
nomenon Tiger Woods sec- 
ond in both. 

The Chicago Bulls guard 
had the most earnings of 
any sports endorser in 1997 
with S47 million, almost 
twice as much as the S24 
million of runner-up Woods 
in figures released by 
Forbes magazine. 

Jordan also won a poll of 
business and advertising 
executives asked to select 
the sport celebrity they most 
wanted to pitch their prod- 
ucts. Jordan was the top 
choice with 79 first-place 
votes to 24 for Woods. 


Bums Sports, a firm that 
hires sports figures for 
endorsement deals, con- 
ducted the survey, which 
Woods won last year by one 
vote over Jordan in the 
wake of the golfer's stun- 
ning victory at the Masters. 

Senior golfer Arnold 
Palmer, auto racer Jeff 
Gordon and basketball star 
Grant Hill finished third 
through fifth in the poll. 
Palmer made SI 6 million 
last year in endorsement 
deals to $6.5 million for 
Gordon and eight million 
for Hill. 

Jordan won his record 
10th National Basketball 
Association scoring title 
this season and is guiding 
the Bulls in their playoff 



Michael Jordan 

quest for a third consecutive 
NBA crown and their sixth 
title in eight years. 

The Bulls star has said he 
has not decided whether or 
not be will play after this 
season. He has vowed to 
play only for current Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson, who 
has been told by club man- 
agement he will not be 
offered a contract beyond 
this season. 


After retiring in 1993 and 
making an ill-fated attempt 
at reaching the major 
leagues in baseball, Jordan 
returned to the Bulls in 
1995. 


Jordan’s television com- 
mercials featuring products 
such as shoes, sandwiches, 
underwear and drinks are 
staples of NBA telecasts in 
the Unired States. 


Kinkladze deal close to finalisation 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Georgian international mid- 
fielder Georgi Kinkladze is 
poised to complete a deal 
to will see him move from 
English second division 
side Manchester City to 
Dutch champions Ajax. 

Kinkladze will cost Ajax 
around £5 million and he 
has already appeared on 
Dutch television wearing an 
Ajax shirt and drinking 
champagne with directors 
of the Dutch club. 

“We have agreed all the 
figures and I am waiting for 
a reply from Ajax by fax for 
us to complete the paper- 
work,” said Manchester 
City secretary Bernard 
Halford 


Kinkladze watched Ajax 
lose their last game of the 
season 2-1 against Utrecht 
on Sunday, and then happily 
posed for photographers 
and TV cameras wearing 
the famous red and white kit 
of his new club. 

He also signed a contract 
for the benefit of the cam- 
eras, and said- “I decided 
long ago that 1 wanted to 
join Ajax, and negotiations 
have been going on for a 
few months. 

"The incentive was the 
chance to play in the 
Champions League and for 
such a great club as Ajax. 

“I am also delighted to be 
in the same side as my 
friend Shota Arveladze. We 


have been teammates since 
we were boys in the same 
youth team for Dynamo 
Tbilisi.” 

Halford said the deal will 
be finalised when a transfer 
form reaches Manchester 
City from Holland. 

Kinkladze 's departure 
from England had been on 
the cards for months. 

He joined Manchester 
City three years ago and his 
skills made him a cult hero 
with the club’s fans, but he 
was unable to halt City's 
plunge into the second divi- 
sion after their second rele- 
gation in three seasons. 


Wenger refuses to gamble 
on Bergkamp 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger said Monday he will not 
risk Dutch international striker Dennis 
Bergkamp in Saturday’s FA Cup final 
unless he is certain he will last the 
match. 

Bergkamp ’s performances as the 
Gunners lifted the English 
Championship saw him voted as Player 
of the Year by his fellow professionals 
and Footballer of the Year by the nation’s 
football writers. 

But the Dutch ace missed Arsenal’s last 
three games of the season with a ham- 
string injury and Wenger maintains that 
Bergkamp will only play against 
Newcastle United at Wembley if he is 
100 percent recovered. 

“Dennis has improved Since Friday, but 
we won’t really know about him until 
later in the week.” said Wenger. 

“We will give him a big fitness test on 
Thursday and if he gets through that 
training session then he should be alright 
to play. 

“But Dennis has the World Cup to look 
forward to in the summer and it would 
not be right for us to risk him. 

“If it wasn’t for the World Cup we 
could take a chance because he could 
rest for the six weeks afterwards. 

“But it would nor be right to play him. 


and see him last only 10 minutes before 
damaging the hamstring again. 

“It would not be worth it however 
much it would interest us to have him fit 
for the game. He will not play if there is 
any risk.” 

Wenger was speaking as he collected 
the Manager of the Year award at the 
annual dinner of the League Managers’ 
Association. 

Wenger, who has previously picked up 
similar awards in France and Japan, 
described himself as “very proud and 
honoured" to have won the award. 

He said; “In England every game is 
such a battle and it makes the 
Championship so hard to win. 

“I think though that this is a good occa- 
sion for me to thank my staff. They have 
worked so hard for me and like the play- 
ers they have been exceptional and mag- 
nificent.” 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 13, 



Schmeichel 
— one of 
the great 
bargain 
buys 


Kostadinov vital talisman for Bulgaria 


PARIS (AFP) — 
Denmark goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel has to 
be one of the greatest 
bargain buys of all time. 

Manchester United 
paid just £S00.00O to 
Danish club Brondby for 
Schmeichel’s signature 
back in 1991, and the 
man dubbed “the great 
Dane” has since played a 
key role in United's 
almost constant run of 
success. 

Now the powerful, out- 
spoken custodian is hop- 
ing he can translate his 
success at club level to 
the World Cup arena. 

Schmeichel’s ongoing 
success with Manchester 
United must be bitter pill 
for Newcastle to swal- 
low. They looked at sign- 
ing him back in 19S7. but 
decided be was too inex- 
perienced. 

United swooped after 
he had starred for 
Denmark in the 1988 
Olympic qualifying tour- 
nament and he later oust- 
ed Troels Rasmussen as 
No.l choice for the 
national side. 

Throughout his career 
with Gladsaxe, 

Hvidovre. Brondby and 
United. Schmiechel has 
been used to winning tro- 
phies. 

He won four Danish 
League medals and a 
Danish Cup medal before 
joining United, where he 
has played on four 
Premiership winning 
teams and collected two 
FA Cup winners’ medals. 

Statistics show that 
United are almost 30 per- 
cent more likely to lose if 
Schmeichel is absent and 
that he concedes only an 
average of only 0.8 goals 
per game. 

The 1992 season was 
certainly his most memo- 
rable to date with United 
winning the Premiership 
and Denmark taking out 
the European Nations 
title. 

This year’s tournament 
is his first chance to play 
in the World Cup. 
Denmark failed to quali- 
fy in both 1990 and 1994 
but Schmeichel was an 
ever-present in their suc- 
cessful qualifying cam- 
paign this time around. 

A brilliant shot-stopper 
and a commanding pres- 
ence in the penalty area, 
he conceded only six 
goals in those eight 
games and Denmark's 
finish ahead of Croatia 
and Greece was built on 
his defensive security. 

On the ■ field, 
Schmieichel is an abra- 
sive. prickly character, 
quick with a harsh word 
for teammates and rivals 
alike. Off the field, the 
United captain is a quiet, 
relective man who is 
savouring every moment 
of his continued success 
at the age of 34. 

“I was a part-time play- 
er until I was 24." he 
recalls. “I had part-time 
jobs, did an apprentice- 
ship as a carpet finer, 
sold advertising for a 
local newspaper and 
worked as a cleaner. I 
know what real work is 
all about that makes me 
appreciate football all the 
more.” 


PARIS (AFP) — Emil 
Kostadinov’s World Cup 
exploits have shown that 
despite being 30 years old 
he could be a vital talisman 
to bring luck to Bulgaria in 
France this summer. 

The CSKA Sofia striker 
was responsible for weeks 
of national celebrations 
after his last-minute goal 
against France helped them 
qualify for the 1994 World 
Cup. His right-footed goal 
wiih just seconds to go, 
when David Ginola gave 
the ball away from defence 
and Luboslav Penev set 
him up for the finish, 
meant Bulgaria made a 
last-ditch qualification and 
went all the way to the 
semi-finals in USA ‘94. 

His mere presence in 
France will be a source of 
motivation for his team- 
mates and his experience 
invaluable to the side. He 
has a UEFA Cup winners 
medal for Bayern Munich 
in 1996 although they were 
pipped by Borussia 
Dortmund in the 
Bundesliga. but. since then 



he has played for 
Fenerbahce in Turkey and 
UN AM in Mexico before 
returning to CSKA earlier 
this year. 

His experience in a major 
finals should prove impor- 
tant for coach Hristo 
Bonev. Kostadinov played 
in all seven of their USA 
94 matches up to the semi- 
final. And, though subbed 
in five of those matches, it 


was always late in the 
game after he had con- 
tributed well. 

He began at CSKA Sofia 
in the 19S4/85 year as a 
right winger and two sea- 
sons later was a key mem- 
ber of the attack with his 
future Bulgarian national 
team colleagues Hristo 
Stoichkov and Luboslav 
Penev. 

In the 198S/S9 season he 


bad a fabulous year as. 
CSKA, cruising to the 
Bulgarian title and reach- 
ing the semi-finals of the 
European Cup Winners 
Cup. Kostadinov scored 12 
goals in the league and 
three in European as his 
goalscoring came of age 
for both club and country; 

In 1990. he moved to 
Porto and established Mm? 
self as a key member of the 
club with good speedy 
vision and a powerful right 
foot shot. 

He scored 42 goals in 115 
league outings and 10 
goals in 24 matches in 
European competition in 
four years at the 
Portuguese club. During 
that time he had won two 
league titles and two 
Portuguese Cups. 

Bonev has an aging 
squad but Kostadinov 
should have enough fitness 
to keep going throughout 
the June 10 to July 12 
finals which should be a 
fitting final fling for a 
superb generation of 
Bulgarian players. 


Devil or God — Gomez’s fate rests on France ’98 


PARIS (AFP) — Heman Daro 
Gomez is deep into Colombian foot- 
balling tradition, having served an 
apprenticeship to Francisco Maturana 
in the World Cup four years ago in the 
United States and previously coached 
Atletico National Medellin to the 
league title. 

The 42-year-old took over almost 
straight after USA 94, where 
Colombia came last in their group 
after a shock defeat by the hosts. 

And his managerial stock rose 
sharply when he took the team to 
third place in the 1995 Copa America. 
A Uruguayan newspaper survey 
declared him the best tactician in 
South America. 

Colombia have as always no short- 
age of talent at their disposal yet the 
blend tends to leave something to be 
desired. 

Many pundits undoubtedly question 
the wisdom of putting faith in 36- 
.. year-old U.S.-based playraaker 


Carlos Valderrama, but he has the 
precious commodity of experience. 

After seeing his side drawn with 
England. Romania and Tunisia, 
Gomez admitted that progressing 
from Group G would not be an easy 
proposition. 

“England and Romania are two 
teams with great character, they’ll be 
difficult opponents. And Tunisia play 
a focused, physical game,” said 
Gomez. 

Gomez, nicknamed Bolillo or 
“truncheon" for his autocratic streak, 
took the Colombians to third place in 
the South American qualifiers behind 
Argentina and Paraguay. 

In attack. Gomez has Parma's 
Faustino Asprilla to call upon, as well 
as Independiente Medellin's Adolfo 
“Tran” Valencia, both of whom have 
gained dub experience in Europe. 

He may also turn a blind eye to the 
eccentridties of ‘keeper Rene 
Higuita, .who starred in the 1990 


finals but who has recently served 
time in prison for being implicated in 
a kidnapping case. 

Despite their suspect temperament, 
under Gomez, Colombia can, at the 
fourth attempt on the World Cup 
stage, finally live up to their reputa- 
tion as among the world’s most gifted 
teams. 

Yet over-demanding fans could 
prove the side's downfall. 

Four years ago, they turned on the 
team after their poor showing and 
Andreas Escobar, who scored an own 
goal against the USA. was shot dead 
on his return to Colombia. 

Gomez optimistically prefers to 
look to the consequences of success. 

*Tf things go well in France I will be 
regarded as a god. If they don’t I will 
be called the devil," he joked recent- 

ty*. 
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Romario in search 
of World Cup glory 


Black and white 
for France’s Zidane 


PARIS (AFP) — Football villain Romario was fat past it 
and overpaid two years ago but has battled back to form 
and is ready to help Brazil retain their World Cup trophy. 
Outstanding in February last year in a 4-2 win over Poland 
— his first appearance since starring in the 1994 World 
Cup final — the then 31 -year-old Romario was back in the 
limelight. 

Once described as a sauna player, making money from 
the sweat of other people. Romario has worked hard on his 
fitness and has been pulling his weight admirably. 

Brazilian coach Mario Zagalo has him clearly in his plans 
for the 1998 World Cup even if he has still not really for- 
given him for an incident in last summer’s Copa America 
in Bolivia when he limped out of the semi-final against 
Peru with a pulled muscle, and then ignored doctors orders 
to spend a night out enjoying himself in Sant Cruz de la 
Sierra. 

Never one to sidestep controversy. Romario then 
announced he played better after a night on the town, to the 
consternation of Zagallo. Brazil went on to win that title 
which might have diluted Zagallo's anger towards his 
flawed genius. 

Romano's determination to do things his way helped 
Brazil to their fourth World Cup title in Pasadena. 
California four years ago. He was the streetwise striker 
while Bebeto was the more disciplined frontman and their 
contrasting styles proved a world-tide winning blend. 

But after the euphoria of victory, a World Cup hangover 
propelled Romario downwards into a trough of controver- 
sy and personal despair. And Romario has admitted his 
wayward ways. 

“I went through an insecure phase, where I couldn’t find 
the right path.” he once said. “Then I decided to overcome 
my personal problems and I promised myself I would 
return to the Brazil team. “I trained hard and went to sleep 
early. 

Then Zagallo gave me a chance and I couldn't blow it." 
Physiotherapist Nilron Petrone. who played a major part in 
his comeback, explained what brought about a complete 
turnaround in his fortunes. ‘Two factors have been funda- 
mental in his return.” said Petrone. 

“His family life is returning to normality — he has mar- 
ried again and his new wife is expecting a child which 
gives him an emotional balance. “Also he had a strong 
desire to return to the national team.” 


PARIS (AFP) — When 
Zinedine Zidane takes the 
pitch at the World Cup 
finals, French fans know 
they are about to see either 
the best or the worst of 
probably the most gifted 
midfielder in Europe. 

For if Zidane feds at 
home in a Juventus shirt, 
it's probably because his 
performances for the 
Italian club are always 
either black or white: 
inspirational or instantly 
forgettable. 

His undoubted skills, but 
lack of continuity, have 
been the hallmarks of 
Zidane's two-season 
career to date in the Serie 
A, and few expect that to 
change when be returns 
home for this summer's 
finals. 

Zidane, whose father’s 
roots are in Algeria, dis- 
covered football by a kick- 
ing a ball around the con- 
crete jungle of La 

Castellane, a troubled 

council estate on the out- 
skirts in Marseille. 

Zidane’s early progress 
took him to nearby 
Cannes, where he eventu- 
ally played two full sea- 
sons before jo inin g 

Bordeaux in 1992. 65 

Zidane blossomed there 
and his moment of glory 
came on March 19, 1996 
in the second leg of their 
UEFA Cup quarter-final 
against mighty AC Milan: 
predictably, two weeks 
after a dismal performance 
by the Frenchman at San 
Siro. as his side slumped 
to a 2-0 defeat. 


At Bordeaux, Zidane 
inspired his side to a stun- 
ning 3-0 victory. Voted 5.5 
at San Siro, the Gazetta 
dello Sport gave Zidane a 
resounding 8 for a display 
which made many sit up 
and take notice. 

Bordeaux eventually lost 
the final to Bayern 

Munich, but Zidane won a 
prestigious transfer to 
Juventus, with die backing 
of compatriot and former 
Zebras' hero Michel 

Platini. 

Like all players new to 
the Serie A. Zidane had a 
tough apprenticeship; but 
his creative s kills and his 
goals soon silenced any 
critics. 

His fervent wish last 
summer, as he prepared 
for his second season with 
Juventus. was to finall y 
beat the problem of his 
erratic form. 

“I’m aware rhat I still 
have to do more," he said. 
“Above all. I’ve got to 
score more goals and show 
greater continuity. I’ve got 
to play at a certain level 
for the whole season, and 
not just in a few matches." 

And at France ‘98, 
although his recent form 
bas been improving, the 
home fans can only hope 
there will be more of die 
former than the latter. 
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Shows: 1130. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1 030 
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ISMAIUA RAYEH GA1 . KAMANANA 
Shows: 3-30, 6:15, 8:30. 1030 


still showing evenings 

TITANIC 






ABDOUN 


THE MIRROR HAS 
TWO FACES 
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still showing evenings 

titanic 


Hfan \&nesThate 
TEL: 4625155 


STARING APRIL 6TH 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian ' 

Starring Hisham Yarns, And 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 


at .330 pjn. 




For reservations call: 4640155, 46251® 
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Returning 

from 

injury, 

Chang eyes 

French 

Open 

ROME (AP) — It’s a slow 
road back for Michael 
Chang. 

Conjing off a knee liga- 
ment injiny, the American 
finds himself on his 
favourite surface. the 
European red day that 
brought him his lone Grand 
Slam tide. 

With play at the French 
Open starting May 25. 
Chang is getting his game in 
gear one match at a time. 

“This is going to be an 
important week for me,” the 
No. 15 seed said after bat- 
tling past Andrei Medvedev 
in three tough sets Monday 
to reach the second round of 
the Italian Open. T came to 
Europe a little bit earlier 
than I usually do. That will 
help me.” 

Top seed Pete Sampras, 
looking to get his clay court 
game straightened out ahead 
of die one Grand Slam event 
he has never won, played 
Thomas Enqvist Tuesday. 

Other first-round action 
Tuesday saw U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter against 
Marc Rosset, No. 3 Mancelo 
Rios, coming back from an 
elbow injury, against local 
wild card entrant Marzio 
Martelli, and defending 
titlist Alex Corretja against 
Mark Woodforde. 

“Being healthy and physi- 
cally fit is important to play 
the French. You can’t expect 
to win otherwise. It’s just 
not possible,” Chang said 
after his 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 win 
Monday. 

In his career's defining 
moment, the then- 17-year- 
old overcame leg cramps to 
upset Ivan Lendl en route to 
the 1989 French Open tide. 
The American's ranking v 
reached a career-best No. 2 
in 1997 but has recently 
plummeted to No. 14. A big 
reason was his second- 
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Czech Petr Korda hits a backhand to Moroccan Arazi Hicham during their first 
round Italian Open match \ Reuters photo) 


round ouster in January at 
the Australian Open, where 
he had been to the semifi- 
nals and final the previous 
two years. 

Last' week at the day 
event uy Hamburg, 
Germany, Chang showed he 
has work to do if he is to 
challenge at Roland Garros, 
losing in the second round 


to Frandsco Clavet. who is 
ranked 40th. 

Three of the world’s top 
seven players were ousted 
Monday in straight sets at 
the Italian Open. Hicham 
Arazi beat No. 2 Petr Korda 
6-2. 6-4. Bohdan Ulihrach 
downed No. 5 Greg 
Rusedski 7-5, 7-6 (10-8), 
and Filip Dew'ulf eliminated 


No. 7 Jonas Bjorkman 6-2. 
6-3. 

French Open champions 
Gustavo Kuenen and 
Thomas Muster won their 
matches. while Sergi 
Brusuero. a two-time titlist 
at Roland Garros, quit dur- 
ing his match with 
Sweden's Magnus Norman 
while trailing 6-3, 1-0. 


Tauziat eliminated 
from German open 



■ 

re • 


BERLIN (AFP)— Seeded duo 
Nathalie Tauziat of France and 
Party Schnyder of Switzerland 
both failed to survive the open- 
ing day of rbeC*rman Open on 
Monday. 

Anna Koumikova swept 
aside Czech qualifier Radka 
Bobkova, while Jennifer 
Capriati’s comeback bid hit an 
obstacle. 

Tauziat, the 10th seed, canoe 
off second best against 
American Sandra Cade, losing 
7-5, 64. Cade also beat her at 
I ndian Wells in March and 
Tauziat, who prefers faster sur- 
faces, also lost in the first round 
of the Italian Open last week to 
Serena Williams. 

After leading 3-1, Tauziat 
conceded the last four games of 
the first set and after breaking 
<o lead 4-3 in die second she 
lost the next three games and 
&e match. 

Schnyder; a recent semi- 
finalist in Hamburg but seeded 
an unlucky 13, took the first set 
gainst Maria Sanchez 
Tnrcnzo, but then allowed tire 
Spaniard to rally for a 2 - 6 , 7-6 
(7/3), 6-3 victory. Having lost 
*e last three games of the first 
*3. Sanchez Lorenzo got her 
°J*n bade in die third by win- 
four straight games to take 
aS- 2 'lead. 

Koumikova was swift in her 
d f°»liiion of Bobkova, win- 
6-2, 6-1 in just 48 mm- 
rc^- Th e 16-year-old Russian 
—fitted to feeling ver y can- 
kftabfe cm the courts of tbe Rot 
Cbb, and was then 
"^sficoed about being voted 
of the 50 most beautiful 
PWpfe in the world in a recent 
PdL 


Croatia was the only other seed 
in action on the opening day. 
and she overcame Anne -Gae lie 
Sidot of France 6-3, 6-2. 

Notable losers included 
Ruxandra Dragomir of 
Romania, who was beaten 2-6. 
6-3, 7-6 (7/4) by Julie Halaid- 
Decugis of France, and 
Indonesia’s Yayuk Basuki, 
who fell 64, 6-3 to Maria 
AJejandra Vento of Venezuela. 

The top seed in the $926,000 
event is Martina Hingis, chas- 
ing her third title in three weeks 
after winning in Hamburg and 
Rome. 


MUST SEE 


4-Apartments for Sale 

. Excels nt location (Um UBina) 

. 370sq.m independent floor (private) 
. 65 kmti senridng 4 Storage each 
. Superior design and quafty 
. Car garage + recreation room 
. NOT j«ur typical Apartments! 

Starts at JD149, 000 
Call 461-6375 


FOR RENT IN AL RABIA 

Fumished/Unfumished/Semi-furnished 

Apartments 

1) Luxury complete 1st floor, 400 sq.m., 4 bedrooms. 

2) Ground floor. 3 bedrooms. 

Telephone 5510107 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, salon 
and dining room, balcony. Monthly rent: JD300. Location: 
Um Utheina. 

Please call Tel.: 4645074, 5230257 


Jankiz Khan for Chinese Food 



The most skirful Chinese Chef Zen Dan invites you to 
taste the most delicious Chinese food, in addition to the 
Mangolian and barbecue. 

25 per cent discount on the prices appearing in the menu. 
Special prices for groups, take away. 

We receive you from 12:00 noon till midnight. 

For reservation and information: Jabal Amman, 

2nd Circle, the General Passports Street 
TeL: 4658850 or Mobile: 079-86990 > 
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on Saturday, May 16th 1998, at 19.30 


1st part (arable music) at 18.45 - Zebda concert at 19.30 
King Abdallah's Gardens Amphitheatre, Shmeisani 
Tickets for sale at: 

- French Cultural Center 4637009 

- Freddy For Music 5892896 

- HdtBl MAridlen 5696511 
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Freddy For Music 


Jordanian team leaves for Asian 
Taekwondo Championship 


Moroccan Hicham Arazi hits a backhand to Czech Petr Korda during their first 
round Italian Open match (Renters photoi 


By Munther Murjan 

Special to :ke Jordan Time's 

ARRIVING WEDNESDAY in Vietnam is Jordan’s nation- 
al taekuoudo team which left the Kingdom earlier this 
week and headed for Taiwan for a week- long training camp 
in preparation for the Asian Taekwondo Championship 
alongside 17 other nations. 

Linder the supervision of instructor Chen Hwa. the 1 S- 
player team left Amman armed with high spirits and 
morals, hoping that their hard work and skills will enable 
them to win the gold medals they strive to gain. 

The players representing Jordan are: Hussein Tahla. 
Mohammed Hanied. Ammar Mustafa, Ibrahim Kamal. 
Fans Omari, lyad Sayfi, Mohammed AbuJruz. Mohammed 
Farargeh, Shatha Asaf, Rasha Musharbesh. Elisar Matar, 
Elham Bino. Nancy Hindi, and Farmeft Sayyad. 
Accompanying the team are officials: Wajdi Qalawi, ref- 


eree Luay Khatib. and MD. Helen Simonian. 

The administrative delegation also headed for Vietnam 
Tuesday, after remaining in Bangkok awaiting travel 
arrangements to come through before continuing their trip. 
The administrative team is headed by Majcd Mansour, and 
includes Imad Abidah. press representative Ibrahim 
Haddadi n, and international referee Fuad Jonvan. 

Tbe championship will officially commence on Friday 
proceeded by preliminary administrative meetings of the 
Asian Taeku ondo Federation. A special training course for 
referees is scheduled on the sidelines of the championship. 

Tbe course aims at bringing the referees up to the newly 
amended rules and regulations of the game. Referees Fuad 
Jarwan, Luay Khali b in addition to Wajdi Qalawi are 
expected to participate in the course. 


Jones runs personal best 
in Chinese race 


CHENGDU. China i AFP) — America’s !0G metres world 
champion Marion Jones ran a personal best 10.71 sec in a 
race billed as crowning the world's fastest woman bere on 
Tuesday. 

“It was very good. I’m very excited.” she said after cross- 
ing the line. 

Sevatheda Fynes of the Bahamas came in second at 
1 1 .06 sec with compatrior Chandra S turnip third in 
11.09sec. 

The 22-year-old Jones’ previous best was 10.76 seconds 
in Brussels in August last year. 

China’s best hope. Li Xuemei. came in a disappointing 
fourth at 1 1.21 sec after clocking I997’s second-fastest 
1 00m with a surprise 10.79 at last year's Chinese National 
Games. 

“I never expected such a bad run. It was not a clean start,” 
she said. 


SCOREBOARD 


National League 


Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 
St Louis 
Chicago Cubs 
Philadelphia 
San Diego 
San Francisco 


Cincinnati 
Colorado 
Florida 
Milwaukee 
.Arizona 
Los Angeles 
NY Mets 
Montreal 


Cleveland 

Minnesota 

Boston 


American League 
Tampa Bay 4 

Baltimore 4 . 

Texas 8 

Kansas City at NY Yankees — Postponed 

NHL (series best-of-seven> 

• Eastern Conference Semifinals 

Ottawa 4 Washington ' 

Washington leads series, 2-1 

• Western Conference Serai finals 

Dallas 1 Edmonton ( 

Dallas leads series, 2-1 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Spacious 335 sq.m., complete floor in a 4-floor 
building located in a quite and safe area. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 baths, large kitchen, 
modem wall colours, American furniture. 

Annual Rent. 

Please call: 5528099 or 5520377 


^c^. c 3 Seivh -Detached Villas 
Abdoun 

kp T ^ (Built Around Central Cort Yard) 


Suitable for Housing & Offices to 
Embassies,Regional Companies, 
Schools, Etc. 


Call: Tel. 5812976 Cel. 30001 or 30333 


OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
INTERNATIONALLY-FUNDED PROJECT 

An internationally-funded project wishes to recruit 
an office administrator/coordinator to support its pro- 
ject activities. The successful candidate will be 
based in the Ministry of Social Development Project 
Office and will work closely with the MoSD staff and 
the U.K. Project Manager. 

Qualifications: 

• First degree or equivalent 

• Wordprocessing skills in Arabic & English. 

• Fluency in Arabic and English (written and 
spoken). 

• Experience of similar work. 

Salary: Negotiable on basis of experience and 
qualifications. 

One year contract in first instance. 

Send CV to: Project Director MoSD/DFID 
Project, Ministry of Social Development, 

P.O. Box 6720, Amman 
Short-listed candidates will be supplied wtth job 
description and further details. Interviews will take 
place in late May. Contract to start June 1 or asap. 
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Chicago Cubs rookie pitcher Kerry Woods throws 
in the first inning against the Arizona 
Diamondbacks in Phoenix May 11. Kerry was 
named National League Player of the Week for his 
20-strikeout performance against the Houston 
Astros last week (Reuters photo) 


FEMALE SECRETARY WANTED 


Full acknowledgment of office work and secretarial skills 
With minimum experience of ( 3) years 
* Good conduct of English . Computer & Internet Interview 
Personal at Um Uthavnah - Abu Zaid Center Opposite 
Ministry of ^ Transport 4 til Floor - Office No 1 9) 


With : CV. - Certificates & Latest Photo:: 


MBA: 


IN SAUDI ARABIA 

7-10 years experience in Business 
Administration and Real Estate 
Development. 

Civil Engineer: 7-10 years experience in 
Construction Engineering. 
Graduates from Europe or America are preferred. 
Interviews will be held May 20 & 21. 

For appointment please call 5850383 
(9 a.m. - 9 p.m.) 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 16F/98 

Jpmc announces the invitation to Bid No. 16f/98 for the 
supply of: 

Bright Yellow Formed Sulphur in Pellets/Priils 
Qty: 80,000 Metric Tonnes±10% 

The Tender Documents are available at jpmc offices in 
Amman. Supply Department. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
jd(200) for each set of Tender Documents. 

The dosing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours local 
time Tuesday, May 26, 1998. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Amid tense ties with Israel 

Swiss president to hold 
talks with PNA, Israel 



Cotti meets with King in Amman Saturday 


BERN (AP) — Switzerland’s 
tense relations with Jews and 
Israel over Holocaust victims 
and Mossad spying will be 
tested this week during an 
official visit whose details 
were announced Tuesday. 

Swiss President Flavio 
Cotti is to meet the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders on the 
four-day tour whose planning 
has been dogged by contro- 
versy. 

Mr. Cotti will anive Friday 
in Tel Aviv and go first to 
Gaza to meet with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
Swiss Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial Christian Blickenstorfer 
told a news conference. 

The Swiss president, who 
also is foreign minis ter, will 
make a trip to Jordan on 
Saturday to see King Hussein 
in Amman, then return to 
Israel. 

He wiD meet Israeli Prime 
Minister Beny a min 

Netanyahu on Monday. 

The Swiss government only 
gave the green light to Mr. 
Cotti’s visit last month. It was 
put on bold alter five Mossad 
agents in February were 
caught trying to bug a small 
apartment block in the Swiss 
capital Bern, prompting an 
apology from Israel. 


One agent, caught with 
wiretapping equipment, was 
held until late April and only 
released after Israel paid 
some $2 million in bafl 
money. 

The incident added to 
strains with Israel already 
stemming from pressures to 
compensate the heirs of 
Holocaust victims who 
claimed Swiss banks held 
assets of their relatives who 
perished at the hands of the 
Nazis. 

Israeli officials have 
accused rhe banks of drag- 
ging their feet in trying to find 
the money and its owners. 

Underscoring that the issue 
remains of concern, 
Switzerland's damage-con- 
trol diplomat, Thomas Borer, 
head of Switzerland's task- 
force on World War II, is to 
travel with Ml Cotti 

Switzerland has taken a 
number of measures to inves- 
tigate its wartime past, includ- 
ing a fund for needy 
Holocaust survivors and a 
panel headed by former 
Federal Reserve chief Paul 
Vokker investigating claims 
to assets in Switzerland. 

Ml Cotti’s visit wiH be the 
first by a Swiss cabinet mem- 
ber to Israel since 1985- It is 


the first-ever visit by a Swiss 
president 

Mr. Cotti will be welcomed 
to Israel by President Ezer 
Weizman and Israeli 
Parliament Speaker Dan 
Tichon, the Swiss president 
will visit the Yad Vasbera 
Holocaust Memorial Sunday. 

Mr. Cotti's visit is aimed at 
“a better understanding of the 
region and its problems” and 
at clarifying Switzerland's 
contribution to the faltering 
Mideast peace process. Mr. 
Blickenstorfer said. 

Israel is Switzerland’s most 
important export partner in 
the region, importing 1.4 bil- 
lion Swiss francs ($1 billion) 
in Swiss goods last year, 
according to the Swiss 
Foreign Ministry. 

"Our bilateral relations are 
warm and friendly.” it aided 
in a statement 

Mr. Cotti will return to 
Switzerland Tuesday, thus 
missing the brief visit by 
President Bill Clinton to give 
a trade speech in Geneva on 
Monday. Some Swiss Law- 
makers have been urging Mr. 
Cotti to meet with Mr. 
Clinton — to defuse some of 
the same tensions over the 
Holocaust that Switzerland 
has with Israel. 


Israeli government approves 
nomination of new army chief 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
Israeli cabinet unanimously 
approved on Tuesday the 
appointment of General 
Shaul Mofaz, the Iranian- 
born former head of an elite 
commando unit, as the new 
military chief of staff. 

Gen. Mofaz, 50, who .is 
currently deputy chief of 
staff; will replace General 
Amnon Upkin-Shahak. who 
is due to retire in two months, 
officials said. 

Gen. Mofaz was bora in 
Iran and arrived in Israel with 
his parents at the age of nine. 

He has notably served as 
deputy chief of Sayeret 
Metkal the military’s most 
elite commando unit, as head 
of the southern command 
which includes the Gaza 
Strip and as head of planning 
for the chief of staff. 

Gen. Mofaz' chief rival for 


the post was former deputy 
chief of staff General Matan 
VDnai, Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu's pre- 
ferred choice. 

But Defence Minister 

Yitzhak Mordechai, a former 
general who was passed over 
for. the. top. anny job„.wanted 
Gen. Mofaz. 

According to widespread 
Israeli press repents, Mr. 
Mordechai opposed Gen. 
VilnaTs appointment because 
of a long history of personal 
rivalry between the two men. 

During Tuesday’s cabinet 
debate, Mr. Mordechai 
denied this and insisted he 
chose Gen. Mofaz because of 
his qualities and the "chal- 
lenges” facing the Israeli 
army in the years to come. 
Israel radio reported. 

But Qri Ore, a former gen- 
eral who is now a deputy in 


parliament for the opposition 
Labour Party, criticised Mr. 
Mordechai’s choice, saying 
Gen. Mofaz lacked top-level 
military experience and that 
his appointment had created a 
“deep malaise” among army 
brass. 

Gen. Vilnai voluntarily left 
die post of deputy chief of 
staff around a year ago to 
study in the United States in 
preparation for his expected 
promotion to chief of staff. 

“Mordechai's intervention 
to prevent Gen. Vilnai from 
getting the chief of staff post 
and instead place his own 
candidate in the job is 
unprecedented in the military 
history of Israel and could 
cause serious damage to the 
army leadership,” said Amir 
Oreo, military commentator 
for the Haaretz newspaper. 


First Arab-Israeli appointed 
to Israeli supreme court 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — An Arab 
Israeli judge has been appoint- 
ed to the supreme court for the 
first time in the Jewish state's 
history, judicial sources said 
Tuesday. 

Abdul Rahman Zoabi, 65, is 
currently deputy chairman of 
the Nazareth district court in 
the northern region of Galilee, 
where he has a reputation fix 
an uncompromising attitude 
towards criminals. 

Mr. Zoabi is due to take up 
his post in the supreme court 
within a year, and in accor- 
dance with tradition be will 


first undergo a trial period 
where his ability will be under 
scrutiny from his fellow 
supreme court justices. 

Mr. Zoabi 's promotion to the 
highest court in the land was 
put forward by the chairman 
of the supreme court, Aharon 
Barak, and approved by 
Justice Minister Tzatii 
Hanegbi 

He finis bed his law studies 
at Tel Aviv University in 1 960, 
and is a member of the 
Abraham Foundation which 
works to improve Arab- 
Jewish relations. 


Me Zoabi was the first Arab 
Israeli to be selected for an 
official commission of inquiry 
— he was one of the five 
members of the Meir Shagmar 
panel which investigated the 
murder of 29 Muslims at 
Hebron's Temple of the 
Patriarchs by a Jewish extrem- 
ist in 1994. 

During the inquiry be was 
involved in questioning the 
head of Israel's internal securi- 
ty agency Shin Beth and 
senior army officers, as well as 
the leaders of Jewish sailers in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Pollard thanks Israel for 
recog n i s ing him as its spy 


rEL AVIV (AP) — Jonathan 
bollard, who is serving a life 
sentence for passing UJS. mili- 
ary secrets to Israel said 
luesday he was grateful the 
sraeli government finally 
ecognised him as an agent 

Pollard hopes Israel's 
cknowledgement. which 
same 13 years after his arrest 
or spying, will help him win 
ariy release. 

Previous Israeli governments 
lenied any ties to Pollard, say- 
ng his handlers were part of a 
ogue operation. Government 
pokesman Moshe Fbgel 
cknowledged Tuesday that 
mistakes were made regarding 
it Pollard case in the past” 
lowever. some warned that the 
ecision could hurt Israeli-U.S. 


relations. "The mistake is to 
turn this from a humanitarian 
case into a political one and to 
confess to Israeli espionage in 
America,” said Labour Party 
lawmaker Yossi Beilin. 

Pollard’s wife, Esther, has 
said her husband gave Israel 
info rmati on in the 1980s about 
the arms buildup in neighbour- 
ing countries — information 
that some US. officials didn't 
want Israel to have. 

Pollard said he was elated by 
the government decision. 

“I am relieved that die truth 
has finally come out, thankful 
dial foe government bad the 
courage and foe integrity to 
acknowledge the truth," Pollard 
told Israel TV’s Channel Two 
by phone, adding that be want- 


ed to ‘‘come home to Israel." 
On Monday. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
acknowledged that the former 
U.S. naval analyst, “acted as an 
Israeli agent” and said that 
Cabinet Secrcraty Dan Naveh 
would visit Pollard on Friday in 
his prison in North Carolina. 

"Tins is the beginning of the 
end of my nightmare,” Pollard 
told the daily Maariv. "1 am lull 
of appreciation because I feel 
for foe first time. like an equal 
citizen of foe state of Israel” In 
return for Mr. Netanyahu’s 
acknowledgement. Pollard 
agreed to drop a Supreme 
Court petition foal Israel feared 
would force the government to 
explain intelligence gathering 
procedures. 


SWEETS AFTER THE NUKE TESTS: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) President Kushabao Thakre (C) is offered tradi- 
tional Hindu sweets by a party worker during celebrations outside the party headquarters Tuesday, after it was 
announced that India had detonated nuclear devices Monday at a test range in Rajasthan. The governing Hindu 
nationalists hailed the underground tests, calling them an unprecedented boost for the world's largest democracy. 
May 16th has been designated as a day of national celebrations (AFP photo) 


France 
unhappy 
with Israel’s 
choice for 
ambassador 


TEL AVTV' (AFP) — Israel's 
cabinet unanimously 

approved Tuesday foe 
appointment of EUahu Ben 
Eiissar as the next Israeli 
ambassador to France, 
despite reported French 
objections to foe choice. 

Mr. Ben Eiissar has been 
serving as Israels ambas- 
sador to the United States for 
the past two years, but Israeli 
press reports said Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu felt he had failed 
VO adequately defend Israel's 
tough stance in the pemre 
process to the U.S. adminis- 
tration. 

He will be replaced in 
Washington by veteran 
diplomat Zalman Shovaf, a 
close associate of Mr. 
Netanyahu who has already 
served as Israel's envoy to 
the United States. 

Last week foe Haaretz 
newspaper reported ' that 
Ranee had expressed strong 
reservations about the 
appointment of Mr. Ben 
Eiissar, a former official of 
the Mossad spy agency and 
an outspoken hawk on mat- 
ters concerning foe Mideast 
peace process. 

Haaretz said French offi- 
cials were irked that a diplo- 
mat who failed in 
Washington was considered 
appropriate to handle Israeli- 
French relations and 
France's ambassador to 
IsraeL Jean-Noel Bouillane 
de Lacoste. personally com- 
plained about foe appoint- 
ment to foe foreign ministry. 

Mr. Ben Eiissar also earned 
France’s hostility by severely 
criticising Paris for its ties to 
Iraq when he was chairman 
of foe parliamentary foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee at the time of foe Gulf 
war in foe earlv 1990s, 


Yilmaz faces 
corruption 
probe vote 


ANKARA ("Rt — Turkey’s 
parliament was meeting on 
Tuesday to decide whether to 
set up a commission to inves- 
tigate opposition corruption 
charges against conservative 
1 Rime Minister Mesut Yilmaz. 

Mehmet Gozlukaya. a 
senior deputy' of the conserva- 
tive opposition headed by Mr. 
Yihnazs arch-rival Tansu 
Ciller, said the investigation 
motion submitted by his party 
accused Mr, Yilmaz of incur- 
ring inflated costs in a govern- 
ment airport tender. 

Mr. Yilmaz’s minority gov- 
ernment came to power Iasi 
June after the fall of an 
Islamist-led coalition with 
Ms. Ciller ’5 conservatives. 

The 550-seat parliament 
voted last month to ser up a 
similar commission to investi- 
gate Mr. Yiimaz's wealth after 
also launching a probe of Ms. 
Ciller’s assets. 


Iraq asks Interpol to 
hunt opponents abroad 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
President Saddam Hussein 
has asked the Interpol to 
bunt down opponents abroad 
and urged government min- 
isters to file lawsuits against 
them in Iraqi courts, news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 

They said Mr. Hussein 
made the comments during a 
cabinet meeting this week in 
which "negative practices” 
in some ministries were 
brought up. 

Mr. Hussein, who is also 
the country's prime minister, 
said officials from a number 
of government ministries 
had fled abroad after stealing 
unspecified amounts of 
money. 

He did not name the offi- 
cials. but said once abroad, 
they join the Iraqi opposition 
and come under U.S. payroll 
for protection. 

The Iraqi leader did not 
say how many Iraqis had 
fled the country nor say how 
much money was allegedly 
taken out of foe country. 

At least a dozen Iraqi 
envoys assigned to Iraqi 
missions abroad have 
defected to Western coun- 
tries since the 1991 Gulf 
War. 

However, state-controlled 


newspapers have recently 
focused on embezzlement in 
Iraqi ministries and given 
instances of officials fleeing 
the country with millions of 
dollars. 

“We have to pursue all 
deserters in accordance with 
international laws and raise 
their issue in Iraqi courts and 
with foe Interpol" the news- 


‘Officials flee, 
join opposition 
to get U.S. 
protection’ 


papers quoted Mr. Hussein 
as telling tus ministers. 

The papers did not say if 
Mr. Hussein had formally 
asked Interpol to track down 
the dissidents. 

It was not clear if the 
Interpol would be willing to 
arrest Iraqi dissidents or how 
it would go about it. 

Mr. Hussein on Monday 
sacked his labour and social 
affairs minister. Abdel-Aziz 
Mohammad Saleh A1 
Sayegb. No reason was 


Turkey monopolising 
Tigris, Euphrates — Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has accused Turkey of 
monopolising the waters of 
the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers as a tool to put pres- 
sure on both Baghdad and 
Damascus. 

‘Turkey is violating inter- 
national conventions by 
building dams on the two 
rivers without taking into 
consideration the legitimate 
rights of the other coun- 
tries” which 5 hare them, a 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said late Monday. 


The spokesman, quoted 
by the Iraqi News Agency, 
condemned “the pressure 
applied on Iraq and Syria by 
exploiting the problem of 
the waters of the Tigris and 
Euphrates” 

“The Turkish government 
is requested to revise its 
policies and take into 
account the rights of its 
neighbours and the interests 
of the Arab World, especial- 
ly as Ankara is still be! ping 
the U.S.-British campaign 
against Iraq.” 


Ankara, which supported 
the U.S. -led coalition dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait, allows the use of an 
air base in southeast Turkey 
for Western fighters to 
patrol tiie skies of Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq. 

Baghdad and Damascus 
have repeatedly accused 
Turkey of denying them 
their full-rights with its mas- 
sive GAP water project in 
Anatolia. Both the 
Euphrates and Tigris origi- 
nate in Turkey. 


U.S. citizens demonstrate in 
Baghdad against U.N. sanctions 


BAGHDAD ( AP) — About 
SO Americans staged a 
demonstration here 
Monday against U.N. sanc- 
tions on Iraq, urging 
Washington to vote imme- 
diately for their abolition. 

Led by former U.S. 
Attorney-General Ramsey 
Clark and Roman Catholic 
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
of Detroit. Michigan, the 
protesters gathered outside 
the U.S. interests section of 
the Polish embassy and 
marched through the capi- 
tal. 

“Stop killing Iraqi chil- 
dren," the protesters chant- 
ed. Some of their banners 
called the U.S. The killer 
of Iraqi children.” Mr. 
Clark, who arrived with bis 
roup here Friday with $4 
million worth of medical 
supplies, said the purpose 


of the protest was to say the 
sanctions were “genoci- 
dal." The sanctions, which 
were imposed after Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. have devastated the 
Iraqi economy. A U.N. 
report has said the embargo 
has caused widespread 
malnutrition among Iraq's 
22 million people. 
Baghdad says it has caused 
the death of hundreds of 
thousands of children. 

Mr. Gumbleton told the 
Associated Press that the 
United States wanted to 
the Iraqi govera- 
but “defenceless” 
were paying the 


coerce 

ment, 

Iraqis 

price. 

The 


UX . Security 
Council says the embargo, 
which bars foe export of all 
but limited amounts of 
Iraqi oil, will not be lifted 


until Baghdad proves it has 
rid itself of long-range mis- 
siles and weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Iraq claims to have elimi- 
nated such weapons, but 
U.N. arms monitors have 
repeatedly accused it of 
withholding relevant infor- 
mation. 

Mr. Clark — foe founder 
of the humanitarian group. 
International Action Centre 
— said foe behaviour of 
Iraq s government does not 
justify the sanctions. 

“It does not matter how 
awful the [Iraqi] govern- 
ment might be... it cannot 
justify the killing of babies 
and children,” he said. 

Mr. Clark and Gumbleton 
pledged to continue their 
campaign against sanctions 
back in foe United States. 


Dutch prince 
works as a banker 


AMSTERDAM (AP) 

Prince Johan Friso. second in 
line to foe Dutch throne, will , 
work as a banker for 
Goldman Sachs starting in ; 
August, Dutch newspaper 7 
reported Monday. The 29-_ 
year-old prince will be based 
in London, dealing with 
stock transactions, mergers 
and takeovers. This won’t be 
the first time the prince goes 
to work for an American 
company. 
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The original ‘Titanic” 
is 6 hours 


given for foe dismissal 
It is foe first time Mr. 
Hussein publicly requests 
international help to stem foe 
flight of Iraqi officials and 
curtail incidence of theft. 

“We are under moral 
obligation to uproot evil in 
its cradle so that.it cannot 
spread.” he was quoted- as- 
saying. 

Newspapers have also 
increased their coverage of 
foe smuggle of commodities 
from foe sanctions-hit Iraq to 
neighbouring countries. 

The drastic decline in foe 
value of foe Iraqi dinar has 
made most goods in Iraq 
cheaper than in neighbour- 
ing states. 

' The dinar now trades at 
1,455 to the U.S. dollar. One 
dinar was officially worth 
more than three dollars prior 
to foe U.N. 

embargo imposed on Iraq 
for invading Kuwait in 1990. 

The average salary -of a 
civil servant is about 5,000 
dinars (less than $3 ). 

Mr. Hussein told his minis- 
ters be believed Iraq was in a 
state of war, not aecessarily 
with foe United States, but 
with “foe lobbies of our min- 
istries.” 


BONN (AFP) — Drastic 
editing in the cutting room 
saved cinema-goere from sit- 
ting through six hours of the 
blockbuster “Titanic.'’ finally 
released in foe “shortened” 
version of just over three 
hours. Producer Jon Landau 
told the German daily” " 
Berliner Moigenpost that 
entire scenes were ditched to 
parcel foe film into its 195- 
minute fo rmat. Languishing 
on foe cutting-room floor 
were scenes showing foe 
launch of foe mammoth ship 
and those in which foe floun- 
dering vessel appeals for 
help. 
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Jackson 
casino project 


DETROIT (AP) — Michael 
Jackson may be taking his 
plans for a mega-casino pro- 
ject to. Africa: The pop super- 
star and Detroit milli onaire 
Don Barden want to build a 
casino, hotel and theme park 
complex, and last week foe 
two toured sites in Las Vegas 
and foe U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Now they’re headed to 
Africa. “We have agreed to 
be partners but haven't 
decided where and to what 
extent” Barden said in 
Sunday's Detroit News. “We 
will have a major announce- 
ment.” 
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Larry King 
signs $7 million 
contract with CNN 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Larry King, CNN’s star talk 
show host has signed a new 
contract with the news net- 
work for $7 million per year, 
foe New York Times report- 
ed Tuesday. King, who hosts 
foe daily segment of celebri- 
ty interviews “Larry King 
Live" told the Times that the 
five-year contract which 
includes salary and stock 
options “shows that cable is 
competing on all levels now” 
with network television. 
King, 64, has hosted foe 
show since 19S5, when he 
started at ‘ a salary of 
5200,000 a year. 
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Jackie Chan 
new house 


. — *4sis, a ,J,,njncu 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Martial-ans star Jackie Chan 
has bought a place where he 
can put his fast-flying feel 
up. The 44-year-old action 
hero paid $3 million for a 
gated four-bedroom home in 
Beverly Hills with a pool and 
a five-car garage, foe Los 
Angeles Times reported 
Sunday. His newest movie. 
“Rush Horn;'’ is scheduled to 
hit theatres in September. 
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3,500 people 
dance to fund AIDS 
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VIENNA (AFP) — More 
foite 3^00 people danced foe 
night away at foe sixth annu- 
al Vienna “Life Ball"’ which 
collects fluids for AIDS 
research. Masked balls are a 
Viennese tradition, but foe 
“Life BalT went beyond tra- 
ditional to the extravagant 
and the outlandish- ^It’s 
unique,” said press officer 
Klaus Peter Vollmann. "T 
don’t know any other city 
where you can see foe chan- 
cellor dancing alongside a 
drag-queen ” The ball has 
gained increasing credibility 
in political circles in recent 
years, and those attending 
Saturday night included 
Intenor Minis ter . Kail 
Schloegl Women’s. Affairs 
Minister Barbara Prammer 
as well as Chancellor Viktor 
Ktima. . . 
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